
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE: 07 January 2022 

Progress…completion 

We are happy to report that all the planned 
works are now complete and the road is fully 
open as planned. 

This is therefore the final update and we will 
cease the direct communications to you from 
this point. 

To conclude, the repairs and improvements 
have included: 

• Stabilisation of the highway and banking 
• Installation of gabions and bagworks 
• Improvements to pond culvert 
• Improved highway drainage 
• Improved safety barriers 
• Significant repairs to Crouch Lane – kerbs, collapsed verge and surfacing 
• Replacement of signs and lining 

We would acknowledge the support and professionalism of Landbuild Ltd who 
have worked hard to ensure the road was opened as quickly as possible and 
that the work was of a high standard. 

West Sussex County Council would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your patience and understanding during this difficult period. 



Further detail… for those that may be interested. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Repair to the localised slip of 
the highway embankment at 
Botany Bay, Duncton 
required stabilising the 
embankment plus repairs 
and improvements to the 
drainage system in the 
vicinity of the entrance to 
Seaford College. 

Works to stabilise the 
embankment included the 
construction of a stone filled 
gabion wall at the toe of the 
existing bank and regrading 
the slope of the bank to 
provide a shallow profile. In 
addition improvements to the highway drainage system were incorporated to 
alleviate localised ponding of water on the carriageway and flooding of the bank, 
this included construction of extra gullies and repairs to the existing carrier drains. 

One of the culverts crossing the road from the 
pond was identified to require repairs to 
prevent water entering the embankment, the 
culvert was relined internally using a specialist 
system eliminating the need to excavate and 
replace the pipe, which was buried deep in the 
embankment. This work necessitated 
installation of a temporary dam in the pond to 
allow access to undertake the relining of the 
pipe and replacement of the pen stock (sluice 
gate) at the pond. 

Improvements to safety barriers at the corner 
were included with additional barriers installed 

on the outside of the bend where previously no barrier was provided. 

Where possible materials have been selected to enhance the appearance of the 
works this includes: 

• Using a timber faced safety barrier instead of galvanised steel 
• Structural soil fill bagwork to the culvert headwalls which will be seeded and 

will sustain vegetation growth instead of concrete filled bagwork 
• Seeding of verges with specially selected seed mix containing native wild 

plant species. 



Crouch lane as with many of our rural lanes is an evolved 
road that has been formed on the original stone/flint base 
with a number of dressings or thin surfaces over the base. 
As a result of the increase in the volume and size of traffic 
using the lane during the closure of the A285 we have 
seen a number of failures in the road due to flooding , 
surface breakout and water ingress to the original flint and 
stone structure of the road. In addition verge overrun has 
seen the collapse of verges in 2 locations which required 
additional works to alleviate the hazards. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Areas that were subject to surface failure were machine 
lay patched where possible to a depth of 100mm to give 
back some structural integrity to the road and stabilise 
areas affected by the ingress of water. 2 areas of new 
kerbing have been installed , one at the junction of folly 
lane is an extension to an existing kerb line which serves 
to protect the ditch narrowing from vehicle over run and 
causing flooding to the cottages on Folly lane. The second 
kerb line is to reinstate the verge that had disappeared 
into the ditch following vehicles that had got stuck whilst 
driving on the verge to pass oncoming vehicles. 

The main purpose of this reinstatement and kerb line is to support the road 
from slippage and further protect from water ingress into the lower layers of the 
road structure and structural patching undertaken. A number of drainage 
grips/channels have been cut into the verges to release water from the 
carriageway to adjacent ditches. Whilst work was being undertaken WSCC 
worked with Barlavington Estate to allow the estate to undertake ditch 
maintenance under the same closure to further enhance drainage from the 
highway along the lane. 

Now works are 
completed the 
lane will be 
assessed and 
scored for a 
treatment to 
seal the surface 
but this will of 
course have to 
be prioritised 
against all other 
needs within the 
county. 

For further information and FAQs: Duncton closure webpage 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/roadworks-and-projects/road-projects/a285-road-closure-at-duncton/

