Deferred payments
- Paying for care
with your home



What is a deferred
payment?

A deferred payment agreement
is a way to pay for your care
home without selling your home.

It is a legal agreement between
you and West Sussex County
Council.

It lets you use the amount that
your home is worth to pay for the
cost of your residential care.

West Sussex County Council offers
a loan to help pay some of your
care home costs.
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We look at your needs and money
to check if you need to pay for
part of your care costs. This is
called a financial assessment.

The council pays the rest of the
care costs.

The amount you can borrow will
depend on the value of your
home.

You can repay the loan by selling
your home or from your estate
after you die.

If you rent out your home, you will
need to use the rent to help pay
for care.
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Who can have a deferred
payment agreement?

To get a deferred payment, you
must

e have an assessment to check
you need residential care

e own a home in the UK

e have savings and investments
worth less than £23,250.

You must be able to understand
and agree to the agreement, or
have someone who can agree for
you.

Money you can keep

Keep up to £144 each week for
insurance, maintenance, and
personal spending. This is the
Disposable Income Allowance.
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You can choose to keep less and
pay more towards care.

Your savings must stay below
£23,250 for the agreement to
continue.

You need to register your home
with the Land Registry. This is a
government list of who owns land
and homes in England and Wales.

Get permission from others with
an interest in your home.

Keep your home insured and
maintained.
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Pay your care contributions on
time.

Costs of deferred
payments

There are fees for setting up and
managing the agreement.

You have to pay £721 when we set
up your deferred payment
agreement

You also have to pay £10.80 every
week.
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You may have to pay £350 to
check how much your home is
worth.

Interest is charged on the loan,
similar to a bank loan.

Interest rates change every six
months.

You will get statements every six
months showing interest and
balance.

The agreement ends if you pay off
the loan or if certain things
change.
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You can end the agreement by
selling your home or paying back
the loan.

Good things about a
deferred payment
agreement

You do not have to sell your home
during your lifetime.

You can pay extra for more
expensive care if the value of your
home can cover this extra
amount.
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Other ways to pay for care

You do not have to take out a
deferred payment. You can
choose other ways to pay for your
care.

You can rent out your home. This
might give you enough money to
pay for your care.

You can buy a care plan or
insurance plan to pay for your
care.

It's a good idea to get
independent financial advice
before deciding.
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Contact Carewise for more
information.

Website: carewiseadvice.com

Email:
carewise@westsussex.gov.uk

Phone: 0330 222 7000

Other information about
residential care

Please read our leaflet about
residential care 'Choosing and
paying towards care in d
residential or nursing home.’

You can read it online by going to
westsussex.gov.uk and searching
‘adult social care publications..
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Or contact Adults' CarePoint and
ask for a printed copy.

Phone: 01243 642121

Call using BT Relay UK: 18001
01243 642121 (for people with
problems speaking and hearing)

Post: County Hall, Chichester,
West Sussex POI9 IRG

How we want to work with
you

We want everyone to feel safe
and respected.

Please be polite and respectful to
our staff so they can work safely
to help you.
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We do not accept bullying,
swearing or violence. If behaviour
is not acceptable, we may end
the conversation.

We will tell the police about very
serious problems.

This way of working helps to make
everyone feel safe.
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