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1. Introduction
The Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) has identified priority projects and core measures for the county. West Sussex County Council is legally responsible for preparing, publishing and reviewing the Local Nature Recovery Strategy. Although the Council is not legally required to develop or fund individual projects, the Nature Recovery Fund will help turn the Strategy’s priorities into practical action. It will support the development of projects, help attract further investment and enable the Council and its partners to deliver nature recovery across West Sussex. 
The County Council has allocated £725,000 to support this ambition through the establishment of this fund. 
Applicants should demonstrate how their project proposal delivers against the West Sussex Local Nature Recovery Strategy, summarised in the 'Priorities for nature’s recovery in West Sussex' document as set out in Table 1, below. 

1.1 Application process
This fund will operate a two-stage application process:
1) Submission of Expression of Interest (EoI)
2) Full application (if invited to this next stage)

Expressions of Interest will be assessed against the following criteria:
· Environmental outcomes and wider benefits – including contribution to the West Sussex Local Nature Recovery Strategy and the scale and range of benefits the project could deliver. 
· Value for money – including the level of funding requested, opportunities to leverage other funding and the longevity of the proposed benefits. 
· Deliverability – including confidence that the project can be successfully delivered within the required timeframe. 
· Local strategic priorities – including alignment with relevant local priorities and evidence of local support. 
Applicants whose proposals are shortlisted will be invited to submit a more detailed application. Full assessment criteria and guidance will be provided at that stage.

1.2 Eligible applicants
This fund is open to constituted, non-profit organisations and public bodies, including registered charities, district, borough, town and parish councils, and Community Interest Companies (CICs).

1.3 The criteria of the fund are:
· Grant funding can be requested between £50,000 and £100,000. Requests for over £100,000 may be considered in special circumstances. Please get in touch with the Sustainability Team before submitting an application if you intend to request an amount higher than £100,000. Examples of special circumstances include:
· Strategic land acquisitions: a time-sensitive, unexpected opportunity arises to acquire or secure long-term capital leases on adjacent land, transforming a fragmented habitat patch into a contiguous, resilient ecological corridor.
· Landscape-scale engineering: an opportunity to conduct major, complex capital works that restore natural processes at scale, such as breaching long stretches of sea walls, realigning rivers, or re-wiggling heavily modified waterways, which require specialised heavy machinery beyond the original budget.
· The Protecting the Environment Fund has a limited amount of funding available. It is expected that the fund will accept applications until December 2027 and applicants must spend their grant before April 2029. However, the fund may close earlier if all available funding has been allocated.
· The fund can only support capital expenditure. Capital expenditure is expenditure that creates, acquires, enhances or materially improves an asset and delivers benefits beyond the life of the project.
· Examples of eligible capital expenditure include; habitat creation and restoration works, tree, woodland and hedge creation, wetland and watercourse improvements, fencing, land improvements, and the purchase and installation of equipment.
· The fund cannot support revenue expenditure, including staff costs, administration, routine maintenance, ongoing management, marketing, training, volunteer coordination or other operational activities.

If you have a project that may be eligible for funding, please complete this expression of interest form providing the following details so that we can consider if your project is eligible. Pre-application discussions do not constitute approval of a proposal and do not guarantee funding.  
If you have questions about this opportunity, would like to confirm project eligibility or discuss an outline project idea, please contact Holger Schiller, Principal Sustainability Adviser by email: naturefund@westsussex.gov.uk or by phone: 0330 222 9425.



2. Expression of Interest (EoI)
2.1 Applicant details
	Name of lead applicant 
	

	Name of organisation
	

	Email
	

	Phone 
	




2.2 Project summary
In the interests of brevity, bullet points can be used in answers.
	Name of project
	

	Project summary – please describe the need for the project, its proposed outcomes and wider benefits, its current stage of development and deliverability, and any relevant local support or partnerships. (300 words maximum)


	







	How does the project deliver against the West Sussex Local Nature Recovery Strategy, summarised in the 'Priorities for nature’s recovery in West Sussex' in Table 1? 
(200 words)

	








	Total cost of project
	

	Total WSCC grant requested
	

	Total of any additional or match funding being pledged by applicant 
	


2.3 Applicant signature
	Name
	

	Position
	

	Date
	




Please submit your completed EOI form to naturefund@westsussex.gov.uk.


Table 1: Priorities for nature’s recovery in West Sussex
	Coastal Habitats 
	C1. Support the expansion, restoration, enhancement and creation of coastal and inter-tidal habitats 

	Farmed landscape & soils 
	FL1. Create and enhance opportunities for wildlife within the farmed landscape 

	
	SL1. Enhance soil habitats and their health to support biodiversity and improve ecosystem services

	Species-rich grasslands 
	G1. Restore, expand, connect and enhance species-rich grasslands 

	Woodland, hedgerow & scrub 
	W1. Enhance our existing woodland habitats*, improving quality and ecological diversity of habitats, structural diversity and resilience 

	
	W2. Create new woodland where this supports connectivity, biodiversity, ecosystem services and landscape character 

	
	W3. Enhance and expand our urban treescapes, taking opportunities to establish new urban (and urban fringe) woodland and street trees where this will support biodiversity and deliver multiple benefits 

	Lowland heathland & sandstone outcrops 
	H1. Expand, enhance and better connect lowland heathland and associated habitats 

	
	SO1. (Sandstone outcrops). Enhance the unique biodiversity of the sandstone outcrops of the High Weald

	Rivers, streams & aquifers 
	R1. (Rivers and river systems). Support the recovery of our rivers and river systems*, their health, biodiversity and natural functions. 

	
	R2. (chalk streams). Support the recovery and resilience of our chalk streams and their unique biodiversity.

	
	A1. (Aquifers). Support the health and function of our aquifers

	Wetlands & standing water bodies 
	Wt1. (Wetland habitats). Restore and enhance our existing wetland habitats* and create new wetlands particularly where this will expand and connect existing sites. 

	
	SWB1. Standing water bodies (SWB). (reservoirs, lakes, ponds and ditches). Restore and enhance existing standing water bodies and create new standing water body habitat for biodiversity and other benefits.

	Urban Nature 
	U1. Create and connect new nature-rich areas within the urban environment, for the benefit of wildlife and people 

	
	U2. Enhance the value for nature of existing parks, buildings and other blue/green spaces

	Nature Networks: Protected sites, wildlife corridors & more wildlife-rich habitat 
	S1. Support the expansion and enhancement of a network of protected sites 

	
	Cor1. Enable landscape recovery at scale across landscapes and large-scale nature corridors where this supports biodiversity, ecosystem services and landscape character 

	
	Cor2. Safeguard and enhance the value of existing green and blue corridors for nature and create new corridors and stepping stones of habitat where this will improve connectivity between habitats and between rural and urban green spaces 

	
	Cor3. Enhance transport corridors, verges, historic routeways and footpath networks for wildlife 

	
	MH1. Create new areas of mixed habitats or habitat mosaics (of habitat types prioritised within the LNRS) to expand the area of high-quality wildlife habitat across the nature network.

	Nature, health and wellbeing 
	NH1. Create new areas of natural greenspace designed and located to deliver benefits for health and wellbeing while enhancing biodiversity.



This table can also be found on page 22 of this LNRS document:
West Sussex Local Nature Recovery Strategy, Statement of Biodiversity Priorities.













Privacy Notice
West Sussex County Council is the data controller responsible for the personal information you provided in this form. We collect and process your personal data when you provide the information requested in this form. Our website privacy policy contains more detailed information about our data processing (including about data security, data retention, and lawful processing bases) and you should read that in conjunction with this privacy notice. 

WSCC will only use your personal data for the purpose for which we collected it which includes the following: 
· assess your expression of interest and any subsequent funding application; 
· contact you about your proposal; 
· administer and monitor the Protecting the Environment Fund; and 
· meet our financial, audit and legal obligations.

For more information about how we use and protect personal information, your data protection rights and how to contact the Council’s Data Protection Officer, see the West Sussex County Council Privacy Policy.
 
Freedom of information
Information provided in connection with this fund may be subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or the Environmental Information Regulations 2004. The County Council will consider any applicable exemptions, including the protection of personal information, before information is disclosed. Applicants should clearly identify information they consider commercially sensitive and explain why, although this cannot guarantee that the information will be withheld.
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