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West Sussex Suicide Prevention Community Grant 2025-2026
“Working together to reduce suicide risk and strengthen wellbeing across West Sussex.”

Grants can be applied for by voluntary, community and social enterprise organisations or formally established, public bodies that deliver public or government services, with the aim to develop new activities or expand existing initiatives that reduce suicide risk and promote mental health with adults aged 18+ in West Sussex. 
Applications can be made for one-off grants up to £5,000. All funding should be spent and the projects delivered within 3 months of the award. The information you supply will be sent to an evaluation panel.

Please ensure you: 
· Read the grant criteria and guidance notes before completing this form
· Fully complete all the questions
· Include all the required supporting documents
· Complete the application form fully – partially completed applications will be rejected




1. Your Details

Group details:

	Name of your group / organisation
	

	Type of group (i.e. registered charity, community group, CIC, etc.)
	

	Charity number (if applicable)
	




Contact details

This must be someone who is authorised to represent your organisation and can talk about your application.
	Name
	

	Position/Role
	

	Organisation
	

	Address
	

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	

	Phone number
	

	Email
	




1. What does your organisation or group do? (i.e. what are your aims and activities)

	




2. Please provide details of your current public liability insurance coverage (please include: policy limit and the name of your insurance provider and certificate)

	





3. Please confirm the public liability insurance detailed above covers the activity proposed within the application form

☐	I confirm the public liability insurance covers the activity proposed within this application

4. Please confirm you have a safeguarding policy and will adhere to WSCC Safeguarding Policies

☐	I confirm the organisations I am representing has a safeguarding policy

☐     I will adhere to West Sussex County Council Adult Safeguarding Policies[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.westsussexsab.org.uk/policy-and-protocols/core-safeguarding-policies-and-protocols/ ] 

2. Project outline

5. Project name

	




6. Project timeline (please include estimated start and finishing dates, alongside key dates relevant to the project)

	i) Start:                                                                           ii) End:

iii) Additional key dates:




7. Project location (i.e. where will the project take place? Which community/locality will be supported?) 

	[bookmark: _Hlk49863968]




8. How much would you like to apply for?
	£


  

9. Please give as much detail as possible of the costs you would like this grant to meet:
(this could include equipment, venue hire, staffing or volunteering)

	Item or activity	
	Cost

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	
	£

	Total 
	£



10. Have you applied for any other funding towards this project?  (please tick all that apply, and fill out free-text with additional information if yes e.g. if match funded, source of funding and whether confirmed yet)

	Yes
	☐	No
	☐


Additional information (max. 100 words)

	




11. How will you ensure the safety, confidentiality and safeguarding of all including your staff and volunteers?  (max. 100 words)

	






3. Project details

12. Please describe your proposed project (max. 250 words) [scored from 0-5]

Please include details of the activities you are planning, the people and organisations that will be involved in the delivery of this project and outputs the funding will generate

	





13. Which communities will your project reach and impact? (please tick all that apply, and fill out free-text with additional information to explain how) [scored from 0-5]

	Men
	☐	Unemployed / facing unemployment
	☐
	Financial difficulties
	☐	Isolated
	☐
	LGBT+
	☐	Co-occurring substance misuse and addiction
	☐
	Domestic abuse
	☐	People experiencing homelessness
	☐
	People who are neurodiverse
	☐	People bereaved by suicide
	☐



Additional information (max. 200 words)

	




14. How would you evaluate your project and show the impact the funding has had?  Evaluations must include a case study. (max. 200 words) [scored from 0-5]

Please include outcomes you would be looking for and what measures you would use (e.g. feedback forms)

	





4. Declarations

I have reviewed the grant criteria and confirm that the proposed action is in alignment with the requirements (please tick box) ☐

I undertake that any grant awarded will be used solely for the purpose outlined in this application. I understand that West Sussex County Council reserves the right to withhold payment of the whole or part of the grant or to require repayment of the grant where conditions of the grant have not been complied with or where the information is subsequently discovered to be false. NB. A condition of receiving the grant is that you return a completed evaluation form to PublicHealth@WestSussex.gov.uk

Your name: 
	




Position:
	




Date:
	




Please return your completed application form to: PublicHealth@WestSussex.gov.uk
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West Sussex Suicide Prevention Community Grants 
Programme 2025/26 


“Working together to reduce suicide risk and strengthen wellbeing across West 
Sussex.” 


 


About the West Sussex Suicide Prevention Community Grant 


Suicide is a leading cause of premature death, with around three-quarters of all suicides in 
England occurring among men. In West Sussex, suicide rates are similar to the national average, 
with some groups particularly at higher risk. Some people affected are less likely to access 
traditional health services, but may engage with community groups, sports clubs, and social 
organisations. 


West Sussex County Council’s Public Health team is offering one-off grants of up to £5,000 to 
support local voluntary, community and social enterprise (VCSE) organisations or formally 
established, public bodies that deliver public or government services to develop new activities 
or expand existing initiatives that reduce suicide risk and promote mental health with adults 
aged 18+. This builds on the aims outlined in the West Sussex Suicide Prevention Framework 
and Action Plan 2023-2027. 


We are keen for as many organisations as possible to benefit. Please don’t feel you need to 
apply for the maximum amount, all eligible applications will be reviewed. 


 


Key Dates 


Applications open 5th December 2025 
Deadline for applications 12th January 2026 
Applications assessed by panel 26th January – 6th February 2026 
Applicants informed of outcome: by the 24th February 2026 
Deadline for successful applications 
return their signed grant agreement 


6th March 2026 


Funds released March 2026 
Project delivery period within 3 months of funding being awarded 


(between 25th February - 29th May 2026) 
Evaluation submitted within 6 weeks of the project concluding 


(latest of 10th July 2026) 
 


 



https://jsna.westsussex.gov.uk/updates/suicide-prevention-framework-2023-2027/

https://jsna.westsussex.gov.uk/updates/suicide-prevention-framework-2023-2027/
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Eligibility to Apply 


To apply, your organisation must: 


• Be a formally constituted voluntary, community and social enterprise (VCSE) 
organisation, or a formally established, public body that delivers public or government 
services; 


• Charities must be registered with the Charities Commission; 


• Deliver the project in West Sussex; 


• Target people aged 18 and over, with a focus on those at higher risk (e.g. unemployed, 
experiencing financial stress, addiction, social isolation, people who are LGBT+); 


• Have appropriate safeguarding procedures and relevant insurance in place, and adhere 
to West Sussex County Council Adult Safeguarding Policies1. 


• Submit only one application per organisation (joint bids are welcome but cannot exceed 
£5,000 in total). 


Exclusions 


We cannot fund: 


• Projects working with children aged 17 years and under. 


• Clinical interventions, crisis services, or counselling. 


• Core organisational running costs unrelated to project delivery. 


• “Business as usual” activities, including ongoing staffing costs (funding is for new or 
expanded projects outside of their core business). 


• Applications from schools or private companies. 


• Projects being delivered outside of West Sussex. 


• Applications intended to benefit an individual. 


 


What We Are Looking For 


This programme will fund initiatives that: 


 
1 https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/social-care-and-health-information-for-
professionals/adults/adult-safeguarding-guidance-for-professionals/ 
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• Engage people who are less likely to seek help from traditional services, in particular at-
risk groups including LGBT+, those unemployed or facing unemployment, financial 
stress, addiction or isolation. 


• Reduce isolation and strengthen protective factors like social connection. 


• Equip volunteers and staff with the skills to recognise and respond to distress. 


• Build stronger links between communities and support services. 


• Test innovative ideas that contribute to learning about what works locally. 


 


Examples of activities the grant can be used for: 


Projects might include (but are not limited to): 


• A sports club running wellbeing sessions alongside training. 


• Groups offering safe spaces (e.g. walking groups where people can connect outdoors). 


• Provision of community groups e.g. football, community gardening, sporting events 


• Training community leaders to recognise warning signs of mental health and signpost to 
support. 


• Peer support programmes for people including those impacted by unemployment, debt, 
substance misuse or mental ill health. 


 


How to Apply 


1. Complete the short application form. 


2. Ensure it is signed by an authorised member of your organisation. 


3. Submit it by email to PublicHealth@WestSussex.gov.uk by 12th January 2026 at 23:59 


All applications will be reviewed for eligibility. Those meeting the minimum criteria will be 
assessed by a small panel, which will include representatives from Public Health. If an 
application is not complete, or does not meet the minimum criteria, it will be unsuccessful. 


Please note: funding will be in the form of a one-off grant, which will not be repeated. 


Due to the likely high demand, we cannot guarantee funding for all eligible projects and in this 
case a competitive process of shortlisting will be undertaken. All eligible applications will be 
scored against identified questions within the application template. 
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Following this, you will be informed of the outcome by the 24th February 2026. 


WSCC will then send you a grant agreement to sign and, on completed return, the funds will be 
released to your organisation. 


 


Evaluation and Impact 


An important part of this process is to consider from the outset how you will measure the 
impact of the activities you put in place. The aim is to capture learning and celebrate 
achievements, so we can share good practice across West Sussex. 


Successful projects will be required to: 


• At the outset state clearly the objectives and outcomes they hope to achieve, and how 
this will be delivered and evaluated. 


• Deliver their activity within 3 months of funding being awarded (between 25th March and 
the 29th May 2026) 


• Submit a short evaluation report (using a simple template) covering activities and key 
outcomes. 


• Provide at least one case study showing the difference the project made. 


• There may be the possibility to contribute to a shared learning session to support the 
wider suicide prevention strategy. 


 


Contact Us 


For questions or support with your application, please contact: 


PublicHealth@WestSussex.gov.uk 
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