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1  Wednesday, 8 October 2014 

2 (10.20 am) 

3 THE CORONER: Can I just say this for everybody to give some 

4 thought to over the course of the morning or in the time 

5 at least before he is called, so far as Mr McDaniel is 

6 concerned, as I understand it, he is a witness as to 

7 fact and ought therefore to be really giving evidence 

8 about facts that he has direct knowledge of, not I think 

9 what he has gathered from a search of the internet and 

10 which without any expertise he can't really give me any 

11 help about whether it is likely to be right or wrong. 

12 Really for that reason I suspect I am not going to 

13 be helped by a PowerPoint presentation because the 

14 consequence of that is probably going to be a lack of 

15 focus, I suspect, on the part of any questioners and him 

16 answering because it will have a lot of material in it 

17 that doesn't really satisfy the broad test that I have 

18 set out. 

19 Anyway, we can come back to that if we need to but 

20 I hope that just helps everybody in preparing for what 

21 they want to ask him. 

22 MS DOLAN: Morning, sir. The first witness this morning is 

23 Mr Fear. 

24 MR LINDSEY DANIEL FEAR (sworn) 

25 Questions from MS DOLAN 
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1 people.  Been there nearly ten years. 

2 Q.  When did you first start working at In Amenas? 

3 A.  Well I actually joined the project in November 2004 in 

4 Greenford in the JK offices.  I went to site and was the 

5 first person into the 50 Man Office when it was 

6 commissioned and ready in January 2005 but then due to 

7 visa problems I didn't actually start full-time down at 

8 In Amenas until June or July 2005. 

9 Q.  And over the next eight years you had been doing regular 

10 rotations there? 

11 A.  Yes, yes, four weeks on, four weeks off. 

12 Q.  I think you went back there for a rotation on 

13 14 January 2013? 

14 A.  Yes, I actually went in early.  I shouldn't have 

15 actually been there. 

16 Q.  When should you have started that rotation? 

17 A.  On the 16th I should have been sat in Gatwick Airport. 

18 Q.  But having gone there early, I think, as you say you had 

19 to use a different room because your back-to-back was 

20 still there? 

21 A.  Yes. 

22 Q.  Was there a reason why you had gone in early? 

23 A.  Yes, we had had some -- well my back-to-back was younger 

24 than me and was learning the job and had a few 

25 difficulties because I'm not the easiest person to work 
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1 MS DOLAN: Good morning, Mr Fear. 

2 A. Morning. 

3 Q. I am Bridget Dolan, I am counsel assisting the coroner. 

4 Can you give us your full name please? 

5 A. Lindsey Daniel Fear. 

6 Q. Can I ask you to pull that microphone towards you, the 

7 little one because that will pick your voice up. 

8 I think in January 2013 you were working at In Amenas? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. What was your role there? 

11 A. I was the Integrity Team leader working for BP at the 

12 time. 

13 Q. What does that mean in practice? 

14 A. I think what we used to call it is keeping the oil in 

15 the pipes to stop leaks and doing maintenance, 

16 inspection, doing all the corrosion management. I had 

17 a team of guys with me on site that day as well. 

18 Q. Where did you work, which part of the site did you work 

19 in? 

20 A. Down at the CPF. Which is the main processing plant. 

21 Q. And where was your living accommodation? 

22 A. I was in J3, but I wasn't actually there that night, 

23 I was in another room. 

24 Q. That is back up at the companies camp or at the BdV? 

25 A. No, in the BdV, because I'm one of the longest serving 

Page 2 

 

1 with and I was a bit intransigent in my views so 

2 I decided I would come in and clear the slate, start the 

3 new year on a new level. So I came in. 

4 Q.  So an overlap for work liaison reasons? 

5 A.  Yes. 

6 Q.  And you said -- so on Wednesday, 16 January in the 

7 morning you weren't in your own accommodation but you 

8 were up at the BdV at the beginning of the morning? 

9 A.  Yes. 

10 Q. What time did you wake up and get up that morning? 

11 A.  Do you want me to read from here or? 

12 Q.  If you can remember tell me.  I have the advantage of I 

13 am looking at it and you said you work up at -- 

14 A.  Okay, I got up slightly earlier so that would have been 

15 about 4.50 because we normally tried to leave about 

16 5.40. 

17 Q.  Your plan would have been to travel down to the CPF? 

18 A.  Yes. 

19 Q.  How did you travel to the CPF? 

20 A.  I had a Landcruiser, a newer Landcruiser. 

21 Q.  That day were you going by yourself or? 

22 A.  Yes, normally I would get in a Landcruiser, come round 

23 to the main gate and then you would pick up people who 

24 were waiting so you'd drive past the bus where the guys 

25 were waiting, because it was a Wednesday so there was 
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1 a bus full of guys going out, guys to go on the visa 

2 run, and I actually saw them set off but then I put the 

3 windscreen wipers on. It was that cold that they froze 

4 over because of no antifreeze in the bottles. So 

5 I stopped the car and cleaned it. 

6 Q. So you saw the bus there -- 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. -- and I think you spoke with Paul Morgan? 

9 A. I seen Paul Morgan in breakfast. 

10 Q. Did you see him beside the bus as well? 

11 A. Yes, he was in the Landcruiser, the normal position as 

12 you would be and I think he was going on conge which is 

13 going on leave that day as well. 

14 Q. Do you know what colour that Landcruiser was or what 

15 Landcruiser it was. 

16 A. No, I'd be guessing, no. 

17 Q. So you said you defrosted your car? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. And then set off? 

20 A. Then set off down to the CPF. 

21 Q. Were you one of the first people to leave that day? 

22 A. Yes, because when I got down to the camp there were only 

23 a few people. It all seemed very, very quiet. 

24 Q. When you left the BdV where was your car first of all? 

25 A. It was in the car park, I don't know, about 50 metres 
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1 there's nobody coming in from the other side. 

2 Q. And the gate? 

3 A. That's normally always open. 

4 Q. Then you travel down to the CPF. Do you recall then 

5 about what time you would have arrived at the CPF? 

6 A. About quarter to, ten to six. 

7 Q. And you said some people were already there? 

8 A. Yes, when I went in there there was -- Maurad was the 

9 first guy we saw. 

10 Q. So he is one of the Algerians. 

11 A. Yes, the project engineer who was with us. Then Kev 

12 Graham was -- I walked past his office to go to my 

13 office which is on the end and then Thure Ingbrutzen, 

14 who I share an office with, he was there so it was the 

15 four of us. 

16 Q. Did you see anybody in front of the IBO office? 

17 A. Not at that time, no. 

18 Q. And just to clarify where your office is, I think we 

19 know because Mr Graham described it to us two days ago 

20 but if we pop up the picture of the CPF. C41. In front 

21 of you -- these are for you. You either have it on 

22 screen or there is a paper map if that is easier to look 

23 at? 

24 A. No, I can see it on this one. 

25 Q. And if you can just describe where your office is? 

Page 7 

 

1 from where the bus parks up for the people to get on it. 

2 So I had walked past the bus, seen the guys on it, seen 

3 the Landcruiser parked. 

4 Q.  Just to get out of the BdV, out of the living area, did 

5 you go through the vehicle gate or through the 

6 pedestrian gate? 

7 A.  Through the vehicle gate. 

8 Q.  Sorry, when you are walking to get to the car park I'm 

9 talking about? 

10 A.  No, I went through the pedestrian gate. 

11 Q.  Did you notice if the vehicle gate was open or shut? 

12 A.  No. 

13 Q.  At that time of the morning what position is the vehicle 

14 gate normally in, the first one? 

15 A.  Well it's normally always shut, yes, you would expect it 

16 to be shut, yes. 

17 Q.  And then once you're in the car park we understand 

18 there's a barrier and another gate -- 

19 A.  Yes. 

20 Q.  -- to exit the second row of fencing out to the road? 

21 A.  Yes. 

22 Q.  Can you remember what position that barrier and that 

23 gate were in when you left? 

24 A.  Right, it's a barrier that goes up so when you approach 

25 it they leave it up and wave you through as long as 

Page 6 

 

1 A.  Right. 

2 Q.  I think we know.  We can probably put a cursor on the 

3 screen. 

4 A.  How does it move? 

5 Q.  You verbally tell it and the tech guys from the Met 

6 Police move the mouse for us. 

7 A.  Okay.  So when I came in I went to the left, to the -- 

8 to the right, sorry.  So there's a road just between 

9 the, just about on the road there and then up to the 

10 end, turn right again. (Indicated) 

11 Q.  So come down here? 

12 A.  Right again and right again, right to the far end and 

13 just about there, that's where I parked where there are 

14 steps going up to the technical support. 

15 Q.  So you are parking in front of your office as well? 

16 A.  So there was my pickup there and Maurad's. 

17 Q.  And your office is in that first oblong on the left 

18 there? 

19 A.  Yes. 

20 Q.  And then as we know, that wasn't a normal day.  When was 

21 the first time you knew it wasn't a normal day? 

22 A.  When Kev said "Oh that's gunfire."  I said "No, that 

23 sounds like firecrackers", is the wording I used.  Then 

24 we looked out through on the step, round the corner and 

25 that was when we saw the guys lying on the floor. 
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Q.  Take us through that.  When did you hear the gunfire? 

A.  Just before, five to six, ten to six. 

Q.  Then you said you looked out around the step? 

A.  Yes, there is a step, if you move the cursor to the 

right a little bit, there is emergency exit there where 

we opened the door and from the -- which opens the other 

way so we stood on the steps which is about a metre and 

a half wide, so both of us looked around the corner and 

in the orange light you could see guys lying on the 

floor with their hands tied with the straps that they 

used.  So they were lying flat on the ground like that 

(Indicated). 

Q.  With the back -- 

A.  Yes, quite -- and they were being kicked and people 

shouting at them and I think there was three of them we 

could see. 

Q.  And where were they lying? 

A.  Just outside the front door. 

Q.  Outside the front door of? 

A.  The IBO office. 

Q.  We have been told the IBO office is that square one with 

the hole in the middle? 

A.  Yes, the one with the white roof on. 

Q.  Put the cursor on it.  That one? 

A.  Yes, that's it. 
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others laid on the floor hidden, no, sorry, they sat on 

the chair I think to start with.  There's two chairs 

because one of the chairs was squeaky. 

Q.  You talked about seeing the chaps outside in the orange 

lighting? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. Were the lights still on at this time? 

A.  Yes, and then they went off I think I describe it in 

a peculiar way in my statement. 

Q.  Meaning? 

A.  If there's a level 2 shut down which means the plant 

trips because something has gone wrong, it goes in sort 

of sequence but this, it -- the lights sort of flickered 

and something happened and then it went dark, which 

is -- 

Q.  Whereas the level 2 shut down would be more staged? 

A.  Yes.  So I now gather someone hit the button as opposed 

to it being tripped by the alarms on the plant.  I am 

assuming because something strange happened.  It wasn't 

a normal shut down. 

Q.  And I think in your witness statement you thought the 

power went off at the same time as you heard the 

gunfire. Were there some lights that stayed on? 

A.  Yes, some of the outside lights stayed on and the sirens 

kept going. 
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Q. That one? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you could see how many men on the floor? 

A. I think we could see three. I'd have to check what's 

written in here but you've got that anyway, haven't you? 

Q. And how many terrorists did you see? 

A. Two or three. 

Q. And what did you do next? 

A. I didn't go into my office because the lock had already 

been broken off that. I went into Kev Graham's office. 

Q. You said the lock had already been broken off? 

A. Yes, it didn't have a lock on. 

Q. For other reasons? 

A. For other reasons, yes, getting maintenance done wasn't 

always the fastest thing that got done around the place. 

So we went into Kev's office because he was the weights 

and measures -- he was the instrument, sorry, the 

metering technical authority, so he had these great big 

boxes full of heavy weights and all sorts of heavy 

stuff. So we built a barricade, put the filing cabinet 

up against the door, put this great, it took three of us 

to lift this heavy weight, it weighed about 90 kilos, up 

on the top of it. Don't know why we put it on the top, 

we should have put by the side but anyway and I lay down 

behind packing cases for the first part of this and the 
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Q.  And the siren, when did the siren start, when did you 

first hear it? 

A.  When the alarm went because you were supposed to 

evacuate your office and move to the evacuation office. 

Q. Just go with the sequence then. You have heard the 

gunfire? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did the sirens start before or after you heard the 

gunfire? 

A.  After. 

Q.  And then the siren started? 

A.  Yes, it should be synchronised.  When the alarm gets hit 

the -- sorry, when the trip, whoever hit the button, the 

plant shuts down, the alarm goes off and you're supposed 

to evacuate because it means something is not safe so 

then we should have moved to the evacuation area. 

Q.  So your understanding is the alarm is linked to the 

power shut down? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  So why do you say the power was shut down by someone 

hitting the button? 

A.  I know that now. 

Q.  How do you know that? 

A.  From evidence that I have heard and from the Statoil 

enquiry. 
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1 Q.  So it is your understanding from things you have heard 

2 since? 

3 A.  Since, yes. 

4 Q.  So you have seen the chaps and you have gone back to 

5 your office? 

6 A.  Yes, we went into Kev's office, four of us were laying 

7 on the floor in there keeping quiet. 

8 Q.  And then can I just ask you one thing about the 

9 beginning of the incident.  Mr Graham has told us that 

10 he saw a vehicle? 

11 A.  Yes. 

12 Q.  Did you see a vehicle? 

13 A.  No, I didn't. 

14 Q.  So then -- 

15 A.  He stayed round the corner a bit longer and saw it. 

16 Q.  Anything you know about the vehicle came from him? 

17 A.  Yes. 

18 Q.  And I think you heard noises and gunfire going on 

19 outside? 

20 A.  Yes, I couldn't see where it was from obviously because 

21 it was dark and the windows are opaque, they've blast 

22 proof plastic on them. 

23 Q.  And I think there was some time when the terrorists came 

24 into your office? 

25 A.  Yes. 
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1 provisions and listened to make sure it was safe, 

2 well ... 

3 Q. And then by later in the afternoon the mobile network 

4 became patchy and went down? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. Can I move on then to the events of the 17th January, 

7 the next day? 

8 A. Right. 

9 Q. I think there was a time when you wanted to check on 

10 Carson Bilsland? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. Had you seen him before 17 January? 

13 A. No, I knew he always went in early so he would have been 

14 in the office next door. Ray Bell and Nick Docherty we 

15 knew were in the roof with Scoodle(?) I don't know if 

16 he's coming to give evidence but we knew they were safe 

17 up to there. We had spoken to guys in the rooms who 

18 were hiding under beds and stuff and we were waiting to 

19 be rescued. 

20 Q. But had you had any contact with Carson at all? 

21 A. No, he should have been in the office next door so 

22 I wanted to see where he was so I put my high viz vest 

23 on and went off and had a look around and trying to find 

24 survivors. 

25 Q. That was the first time you looked for him on the 17th 
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1 Q. And what happened then? 

2 A. They knocked on the door. We had Maurad with us who 

3 explained to us what their dialects were and everything, 

4 later when it was quieter and safe, but basically they 

5 said "come out we're your friends", something like that, 

6 "it's okay." 

7 Q. What did Maurad say about their dialect? 

8 A. They were not locals, they were Tuareg. 

9 Q. And then I think you made a number of telephone calls 

10 and texts? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. Getting information from people outside? 

13 A. Yes, the Statoil guy had a phone which was a good thing 

14 to have and contacted directly to Statoil control 

15 centre, wherever that was, I didn't know where it was 

16 but he talked quite loudly on the phone which was a bit 

17 disconcerting. 

18 Q. So how quickly after events began was that phone call 

19 through to Statoil made? 

20 A. About half six, quarter to seven. 

21 Q. About an hour after the event began? 

22 A. Yes, about an hour, yes. 

23 Q. And I think you remained in the office for some time 

24 that day with occasional trips out to the toilet and -- 

25 A. Yes, popped out to get things, to get water and 
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1 and you didn't find him? 

2 A.  No. 

3 Q. And did you see Garry Barlow at all during that day -- 

4 A.  No. 

5 Q.  -- or the day before? 

6 A.  No, we just heard, we had spoken on the phone to, it was 

7 Harry Knarvik and to Steve Winsoki(?) who told us that 

8 the terrorists had come and taken them. 

9 Q.  And what did Harry and Steve tell you.  First of all, 

10 what did Harry tell you? 

11 A.  I can't remember which one it was but I think they were 

12 hiding in the same location because we used the internal 

13 phones that were still working so we knew there were 

14 some guys in there, we knew Davy was there, and Harry, 

15 Steve and there was a young guy who stayed in there all 

16 the time who we never saw whose name escapes me, but 

17 yes, so we knew there were some guys there, but Carson 

18 hadn't answered his phone, which -- 

19 Q. Had you tried to phone Carson on the 16th? 

20 A.  Yes, yes. 

21 Q.  Do you remember when you first did that? 

22 A.  When we realised it was, you know, there was nobody 

23 outside the door and we could make a noise.  So 

24 I presume -- because I sent a text home at 8.30 so it 

25 would be around about that sort of time. 
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Q. What did you learn about Garry from Harry or Steve? 

A. That the terrorists, they were having coffee and they 

caught them out in the open and the others were hiding I 

think and they took them away. That was it. That was 

when -- the guys who came round and knocked on our door 

about 7.30. 

Q. And then I think there came a time on the 17th when you 

saw vehicles on the road between the BdV and the CPF? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Tell us about that. 

A. We were -- 

Q. What time was it? 

A. I think it was after midday. We were standing outside. 

We were looking through the window first. I think we 

had actually been wandering outside actually. And -- or 

just standing on the step. We looked outside and there 

was, the noise of the helicopter was the thing that you 

could hear and then you saw the pickup coming down the 

road towards the CPF. 

Q. Take us through what exactly you saw. 

A. Right, there was a helicopter gunship, the big Hind one, 

the big Russian one, firing a cannon and it was kicking 

up dirt about 2 metres high so whatever it was firing was 

big bullets. 

Q. So you could see the bullets hitting the ground? 
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1 Q. T bars they have been described as. 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. Concrete things that go in front of fences? 

4 A. They were down there. They chased the pickup and it 

5 crashed into there. 

6 Q. If you look to the left of where the cursor is and then 

7 just go up a little bit can you see that, there's a dark 

8 mark there? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. Does that help you with anything? 

11 A. Well, that should be -- it is approximately the 

12 location, yes, I would have thought, somewhere like 

13 that, yes. 

14 Q. So you are saying you saw the pickup being, chased was 

15 the word you used? 

16 A. Yes, it was going down the road as fast as it could. 

17 Q. You could see bullets hitting the ground. How close 

18 were the bullets to the pickup? 

19 A. Not that close. It was a good few metres away. 

20 Q. Behind, in front, to the left? 

21 A. Because they were zig-zagging it was moving down the 

22 road so I'm looking up the road, the pickup's coming 

23 this way. It was to the left. So it was like it was 

24 making it go away from the gate. If it had carried on 

25 down the road it would have been hit by the bullets so 
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A. Yes, the ground, you could see it kicking up. This is 

the ground here and it was so high and it was following 

the pickup. 

Q. You are standing where now? 

A. Looking up -- almost exactly where the cursor is now. 

Q. And you are looking up the road? 

A. Up the road, yes. 

Q. Can you see through those containers? 

A. Yes, you can see to the side. That's -- that cut our 

visibility off but you could see when they came to about 

200 metres, I don't know if you have another shot 

but ... you can see further up the road because when you 

ask me about the next phase where the explosion was when 

we saw the pickup blown up that's about 400 metres up the 

road past trunk line 5 -- 

Q. NAS 23, please. It is a different shot. Does that help 

you explain what you want to explain to us? 

A. Yes, that's about right except you haven't got the 

concrete barriers there, they have been put in. 

Q. So again the cursor is still on your office there? 

A. So if you come back up the road, back up towards the 

BdV, keep going, keep going, right. Now if you have 

a modern, is it concrete, I don't know, but to the left 

where that is now there is now concrete antiterrorist 

traps or to stop. (Indicated) 
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1 it went off left -- 

2 Q.  To avoid? 

3 A.  -- and crashed or rolled over, crashed, because we then 

4 couldn't see it because there was a mound of earth and 

5 we couldn't see it and we saw the smoke and it all 

6 erupted.  I think it must have had a lot of ammunition 

7 in it because it burst. 

8 Q.  You described a pickup rather than a 4x4? 

9 A.  Twin cab pickup with an open back. 

10 Q.  So this has a driver's cab on the front -- you describe 

11 it rather than me trying to do it badly. 

12 A.  It has a bench seat at the back and a bench seat, it is 

13 a four door pickup and it's white. 

14 Q.  So it has four doors with bench seats in each of those 

15 rows? 

16 A.  Yes, it has an open back. 

17 Q.  Completely open with no roof over the top of it? 

18 A.  No. 

19 Q.  No canopy or? 

20 A.  No. 

21 Q.  That is a pickup as opposed to an enclosed 4x4 vehicle? 

22 A.  Which, which was a Landcruiser. 

23 Q.  And you think this was a pickup that you saw? 

24 A.  Yes. 

25 Q.  Did you only see one vehicle? 
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A. Yes, just one. 

Q. And how long were you watching for? 

A. Quite a while because the guys jumped out the pickup and 

ran all the round the place and they were herded up, 

they had AQ47s and looked like terrorists -- 

Q. Take us slowly through this. I know you may have told 

this story several times to others but can we take you 

slowly through what you saw. So you saw the pickup shot 

at by the helicopter? 

A. Yes, it crashed because then we saw it's about 2, 

300 metres away so then people ran out from it, from the 

wreckage. 

Q. How many people? 

THE CORONER: Sorry, when you say it crashed, into what or 

how did it crash? 

A. There are barriers, concrete barriers, these T bars are 

there. So I assumed it crashed into that because it 

stopped. It didn't progress any further because it 

couldn't have done because the T bars were there. And 

then they were partly hidden from that, from sight from 

where I was standing or where we were standing and then 

after that we saw these guys, five or six of them, 

scatter, running towards the fence and they were then 

chased. 

MS DOLAN: Pause there. Five or six, are you able to say 
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1 were five or six people? 

2 A.  Yes, some of the others ran towards the -- back towards 

3 the tarmac road. 

4 Q.  Take the cursor to where you want it to show where they 

5 ran. 

6 A. They ran towards the right. They didn't get as far as 

7 the road. They sort of stopped. If you move to the 

8 other side of that track, the lighter grey, they stopped 

9 around about there. 

10 Q. Stopped there? 

11 A.  Yes, because there was the smaller helicopter gunship 

12 that came and firing all sorts of machineguns and stuff 

13 at them and they sort of herded them together and it was 

14 back -- if you move up to the junction of the, sort of 

15 the lighter coloured parts, it seemed to herd them 

16 together up there. 

17 Q.  So moving up to there? 

18 A.  No, the other way. 

19 Q.  The other way?  Moving down to there? 

20 A.  Yes, they seemed to get them together there and that's 

21 when they opened fire and shot them.  They shot them all 

22 with the helicopter, a small helicopter. 

23 Q.  They shot at them or shot them? 

24 A. They shot them all, yes. 

25 Q.  What did you see happen? 
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how many? 

A.  Not exactly, no. 

Q.  Could you actually see the pickup and where it was 

stopped? 

A.  No, no. 

Q.  So you saw some people emerge -- 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  -- somewhere and again, these people, were they all 

going to the same place or were they going to different 

places? 

A.  They seemed to run to avoid being shot. 

Q.  Run where? 

A.  Some ran towards the fence. 

Q. Which fence? 

A.  Which is straight on from where the cursor is. 

Q. So if we move the cursor forwards? 

A.  Forwards, yes, towards the fence and some of them were 

running up and down there. 

Q.  How many people were running up and down that fence? 

A. I think about three. 

Q.  Three? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  When you say up and down you mean left and right? 

A.  Yes, because I think they were trying to find a way in. 

Q. You saw three people at that fence and you said there 
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1 A. Well, the bodies fall to the ground. They didn't move, 

2 there was no more movement and the helicopter went away 

3 so I'm assuming that's what happened, yes. 

4 THE CORONER: So how many people do you think there were 

5 then at that point? 

6 A. Four or five. They had actually -- yes, they were 

7 chasing them around, so I don't know if some had gone to 

8 the left and were shot by the helicopter because there's 

9 no cover down there. 

10 MS DOLAN: And then you said the helicopter went away? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. The pickup, could you see what happened to them? You 

13 said it crashed. Did anything else happen? 

14 A. It was smoking and then 10, 15 minutes later it erupted 

15 with a huge, like bonfire night, I presume it's small 

16 calibre bullets were flying through the air, it's like 

17 you see in the movies sort of thing. 

18 Q. So it exploded or -- 

19 A. Yes, as if -- I don't know if the petrol tank went or 

20 something but all the stuff was detonated that was on 

21 board. 

22 Q. You said 10 or 15 minutes later. How sure are you about 

23 that time? 

24 A. I'm not. It was some while afterwards because it was 

25 smoking and then there was the eruption and all the 
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noise and the magazines and all the bullets flying 

through the air. 

THE CORONER:  Can I take you back to one thing.  You said 

that after the vehicle crashed you said, just looking at 

the note: guys jumped out of the pickup, ran all around 

the place and they had AK47s and looked like terrorists. 

A.  Yes. 

THE CORONER:  Does that apply to the people, the four or 

five whatever it was who you saw shot? 

A.  Yes. 

THE CORONER:  Were they armed? 

A.  Yes. 

MS DOLAN:  And then what happened next? 

A.  I think we went back inside and then we heard another 

explosion around about 1 o'clock and that was -- if you 

take the cursor towards the BdV, that's it, put it on 

the tarmac road.  That's about as far as we could see, 

and the smoke was just, we call it north of there, 

I don't know if it's north or south or just get it mixed 

up.  It's somewhere around about there we saw the smoke 

coming and then about half an hour later -- 

Q.  Can I just pause you there.  You saw some smoke from -- 

A.  We heard an explosion. 

Q.  But you hadn't seen a vehicle? 

A.  No. 
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A. Yes, yes. 

Q. It could be there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Then you said -- you were about to say about half an 

hour after that something else happened? 

A. Yes, through the windows of the -- our office, the 

technical support office, we could see somebody 

approaching, if you move the cursor back up towards -- 

just -- go back up again, we could -- 

Q. Where do you want it to go? Up or down? 

A. Right, you are going to have to show the other map again 

to give the detail of what actually happens. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Yes, so where the containers are, we can't see that 

because it's blocked but if you go up to about there you 

can see through our office, so saw a guy there wearing 

red overalls. (Indicated) 

Q. What do red overalls mean? 

A. That means it wasn't a terrorist, in my opinion, so 

I went out to rescue him. 

Q. And who was that? 

A. He was a Malay guard who, I mean, we crawled under the 

building, just to the left of the technical support 

office there's another office, a small office that's 

only used for the tar. So crawled underneath that, 
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Q.  And you described this as being some time after the 

first incident? 

A.  Yes, yes. 

Q.  How clear are you about the time gap between them? 

A. I think what's documented in this should be exact 

because we went through it in detail, what's written. 

It was quite a while. 

Q.  In your witness statement you said about an hour 

afterwards? 

A. Yes, about an hour. 

Q. And that was written on 25 January? 

A.  Yes, so it was about an hour or so afterwards. 

Q.  If the cursor just moving south again about another inch 

on that screen, an inch on my screen, whatever size 

screen one has, there is a dark mark there. Does 

that -- 

A.  That could well be it.  It was -- the topography of the 

ground changes.  We could just about see where that road 

junction is.  Is that what that is, is it, is it a wreck 

of a vehicle? 

Q.  Some people have suggested it could be. 

A. Okay, sorry. 

Q.  I don't want to -- 

A.  Yes, could be. 

Q.  Is that consistent with what you saw? 
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shouted to the guy. He answered in English. Thure then 

appeared beside me and shouted to him and then obviously 

he replied in English so obviously, I assumed he was 

friendly and went and brought him, well he rescued him, 

dragged him back because he had -- well he could walk 

but looked in a bit of a state. 

Q. You said he was a Malay guard? 

A. I think so. As far as I know from what he said. 

Q. What did he say to you? Obviously he's injured but -- 

A. He said he was a guard. So I presumed he was from the, 

what's it called, the new gas project. 

Q. Is that the JGC? 

A. Yes, JGC, yes because they worked in a different sort of 

area and from the colour of his overalls I knew he 

wasn't an In Amenas person. So we shouted to him and he 

said when we were bringing him back he said that he had 

been in a pickup with Japanese guys who were all dead 

and they had exploded what he referred to as a land mine 

in the front and I think he must have been blown out of the 

back of the pickup and he said they were all blown 

to pieces. 

Q. And then I think -- 

A. And then he also said that Angel, who is someone we 

knew, was in the guardhouse so we took him back in and 

then Thure and I went back and -- it says it quite 
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1 graphically in here about what we did, crawled to the 

2 windows, made sure there was no one there with guns to 

3 shoot us, shouted to him, and then went in and rescued 

4 him as well but he had holes in his head and he wasn't 

5 very well at all. 

6 Q.  During this time you didn't see any terrorists or -- 

7 A.  I think Kev said he did.  I think while we were standing 

8 around because Kev had the nous, took all the badges off 

9 that he bought so they wouldn't know who was there. 

10 Because that was how we did the head count.  So he took 

11 all the badges off.  I don't know if anybody ever found 

12 so they wouldn't know who was around. 

13 Q.  But it told you who was around? 

14 A.  Yes, it told us who was there.  So we knew, we had 

15 a guess who was around so it was always the same sort of 

16 people other than me because I got up early. 

17 Q.  Did you see a badge for Garry Barlow? 

18 A.  I didn't.  Kev took them all so they would be in the 

19 technical support office. 

20 Q.  And you have taken the two injured men inside into your 

21 office? 

22 A.  Yes, and broke down the -- there was partitions just 

23 made with cloth and wood so we knocked all them down and 

24 made like beds for them.  We didn't have any medical 

25 supplies in our office so I then went up to see Davy and 
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A.  Yes. 

Q. During the time that you have described the vehicles 

approaching the CPF was there any gunfire from the CPF 

towards the vehicles? 

A. No, no. No, we never saw any in all our adventures, we 

never saw any Algerian military. 

Q.  Any terrorist gunfire coming out of the CPF at any time? 

A.  No, no. 

Q.  I think then you stayed in your office until the early 

hours of the next morning? 

A. Yes, 2 o'clock. We decided that it was dead man's hour, 

they'd all be fast asleep, we'd get up and escape.  Kev was 

getting a bit itchy and wanted to go. 

Q.  And tell us about how you left the site? 

A. Right. We woke up, we didn't get all the provisions we 

should have done and we used our torches, sorry, the -- 

we had been charging our phones on the old laptops 

because we had been round to other people's offices and 

got the laptops and used all the batteries up to keep 

the phones charged as long as possible.  So, yes, 

I think it was about ten past, quarter past 2 we went 

out through the office, I said "don't go out through the 

front" because we had heard the gunfire. 

Q.  Is that because you had heard gunfire in the building? 

A.  Yes, I had assumed that the two guys we had left behind, 
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1 the others and Davy and Harry said that they had medical 

2 knowledge so they came back and then I ran back down to 

3 the ambulance where I had been earlier on in the day 

4 where I had been looking for the other expats and 

5 I broke into that and got all the medical supplies that 

6 I could. 

7 Q. So it does sound as though those of you in that area of 

8 the camp were doing quite a bit of moving between the 

9 buildings to see people, to get supplies, to get a first 

10 aid kit? 

11 A. Yes, we assumed, because we had called and stuff. Well 

12 we had made the assumption that the terrorists were in 

13 the main control room and we went and got food. We did 

14 all sorts of stuff. 

15 Q. And I know that first aid was offered to these men? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. And then there came a time when the terrorists returned 

18 and they had to be left? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. Then I think you then had to go and rehide in another -- 

21 A. The same office. 

22 Q. Back in Mr Graham's office? 

23 A. We didn't have the weights, we just had my shoulder 

24 against the door and the filing cabinet. 

25 Q. And the terrorists came back into the building? 
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they had taken them out and shot them. 

Q. You assumed that, you didn't see that? 

A. No, we didn't go. I told them don't walk through the 

front door. Go out through the side door because you 

might see the bodies. I said don't go that way, go that 

way and also for concealing ourselves if there's anybody 

wandering around they can see from the CPF. So we went 

out through the emergency exit door and I went round 

with Kev. We got the two Romanians out with us and then 

Kev disappeared and I didn't know where he'd gone and 

then I went into the other office where Steve was with 

the other guy and they didn't want to come. So myself 

and the two Romanians then, I remember them saying 

something about a yellow container and I said "I know 

where that is" so I started walking towards the yellow 

container and thankfully Thure was there with his 

telephone and flashed a little signal to me so I found 

them and then we went to the pipeline vehicle in the far 

corner of the storage yard and we're out within 

a minute. Just climbed up over it and pulled a wire. 

It all went, pop, pop, pop and all fell apart. There 

was a big sand dune there and we were gone. 

Q. There was a sand dune up against the fence? 

A. Fence, yes. 

Q. Is that up against the container that was against the 

Page 32 

http://www.merrillcorp.com/mls


Day 14 In Amenas Inquest 8 October 2014 

9 (Pages 33 to 36) 

8th Floor 165 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2DY 

Merrill Corporation 
(+44) 207 404 1400 

www.merrillcorp.com/mls 

 

 

 

 

1 fence? 

2 A.  No, it blows up against and holds against the mesh wire. 

3 Q.  Even against the mesh the sand dunes form? 

4 A.  Yes. 

5 Q.  I think then you had a walk through the desert? 

6 A.  We had a walk through the desert, yes. 

7 Q.  And a little bit lost? 

8 A.  Yes, it was a bit of an adventure, yes but we survived. 

9 Q.  And eventually were picked up by the Gendarmes or by the 

10 military? 

11 A.  No.  We had to do it ourselves. 

12 Q.  Sorry? 

13 A.  There was a bit more to it than that. 

14 Q.  Sorry, you walked to the highway? 

15 A.  Yes. 

16 Q.  And? 

17 A.  We waved down a vehicle and the first one went past, 

18 which didn't fill us with joy. 

19 Q.  The one that went past was military or a Gendarme or? 

20 A.  No, it was their equipment emergency rescue, like the 

21 ambulance service. 

22 Q.  And the highway you had hit by that time was the N3 

23 road? 

24 A.  No, it was the In Amenas road.  We were heading, that's 

25 what we were heading for.  That particular well, TG343 
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1 questions on behalf of the family of Carlos Estrada. 

2 A. Okay. 

3 Q. When you started at In Amenas were there army men 

4 stationed within the compound? 

5 A. No. What do you mean the difference between army and 

6 Gendarme? 

7 Q. Yes. 

8 A. No, there weren't. 

9 Q. Were there Gendarmes stationed within the compound when 

10 you started? 

11 A. Yes, there were, yes, the old companies camp, yes. 

12 Q. Coming to the morning when you left the BdV and you 

13 drove the three and a half kilometres to the CPF did you 

14 see any Gendarme patrols on the road or either side of 

15 it? 

16 A. No, there's nobody there at all. You know, considering 

17 the bus was leaving it seemed very quiet. 

18 Q. Can I ask for NAS 23, page 5 to come up on the screen. 

19 Can our technical experts focus on the guardhouse and 

20 the technical support office which is this area 

21 expanding it somewhat, please. (Indicated) When you 

22 made your brave move to help the injured man in the 

23 guardhouse did you have to go from your office across 

24 the tarmac road to the guard office? 

25 A. Yes, I had to go from where that cursor is between the 
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1 I think it was. I knew if we got there, all of us, then 

2 we were pretty safe. 

3 Q. So the first vehicle drives past you on the highway? 

4 A. Yes, and well it was an ambulance so we had a bit of 

5 banter with the Romanians because they were a bit 

6 negative but I'm not going to repeat that here. Anyway, 

7 they needed to be cajoled to keep moving and we 

8 eventually, I jumped out on the road with the hi viz 

9 vest and waved the next one down so they couldn't go 

10 past and they had food and water and took us to the -- 

11 Q. And that was a rescue truck as well? 

12 A. That was an rescue truck. The first one was an 

13 ambulance that went by. I realised then I hoped it was 

14 safe. 

15 Q. And by rescue truck you mean? 

16 A. Again, it was -- this one had, it was what you call 

17 small Landcruiser, I don't know what sort of vehicle it 

18 was, and we piled into the back of it, some in the front 

19 and they gave us water and food and took us to the 

20 Gendarme medical facilities, their camp at the check 

21 point which is -- that's where the main highway is. 

22 MS DOLAN: Thank you, Mr Fear. I have no more questions to 

23 ask you but others may have. 

24 Questions from MR RITCHIE 

25 MR RITCHIE: Mr Fear, my name is Andrew Ritchie and I ask 
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1 buildings then we crawled underneath the -- what do you 

2 call it, the tar meeting room, which is the one which 

3 has four little shadows so if you move your cursor to 

4 the left, so crawled underneath there and then well, 

5 yes -- crawling on elbows, went across down into a pipe 

6 trench and shouted to the guy, because I mean they 

7 didn't know who was around up the road or from the CPF. 

8 Q. Is there a chicken wire fence that you had to get under 

9 there? 

10 A. No, no, nothing. 

11 Q. It's open there? 

12 A. It's open and there's actually a trench. I don't know 

13 how new this photograph is but there was work so there 

14 was a trench between the tarmac road at the IBO, so if 

15 you move your cursor forward a bit. 

16 Q. To the left? 

17 A. No, straight up. That's it there. I think that's the 

18 construction, that black line across there, was a trench 

19 where they were putting in a fire water main and there 

20 was a little bridge just to the right of where that 

21 cursor is, which is where we went across and the guy was 

22 standing just to the left on the tarmac road. 

23 Q. The injured guy? 

24 A. The injured guy. 

25 Q. On the left of the tarmac road? 
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1 A.  Yes. 

2 Q.  So did you yourself have to go out on to the tarmac road 

3 to help him? 

4 A.  Yes. 

5 Q.  Whilst you were carrying out that manoeuvre did you 

6 notice any vehicles, either in the position as shown 

7 there by various blobs or anywhere near by? 

8 A.  No. 

9 Q.  So -- 

10 A.  The gate was actually, the main gate was partly closed 

11 so you could only get a pedestrian through.  It was open 

12 about 2 foot.  So -- 

13 Q.  No -- 

14 A.  So if the terrorists had tried to get through, the ones 

15 that was being chased by the helicopter they would have 

16 had to have stopped and got out and open the gate. 

17 Q.  So when the terrorists initially came through with their 

18 vehicle they must have, at some stage between then and 

19 when you were crawling across, moved their vehicle 

20 elsewhere? 

21 A.  Yes. 

22 Q.  Leave that on the screen for a moment.  When you escaped 

23 did you go into this bits and bobs area lower down to 

24 the south of the technical support office? 

25 A.  Yes. 
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1 Q.  You have beside you a big photo, aerial photo called 

2  C24? 

3 A.  Yes. 

4 Q.  You probably recognise this because you worked there so 

5 long? 

6 A.  Yes. 

7 Q.  CPF? 

8 A.  Yes. 

9 Q.  Don't worry about the stickers.  You see the N3 running 

10 marked in yellow? 

11 A.  Yes. 

12 Q.  Can you help the coroner with where you walked to, what 

13 sort of route you think you took to get to the N3.  If 

14 you can't say then -- 

15 A.  Well we need to see where all the gas wells are.  I have 

16 tried to google it to see because we went -- well it was 

17 dark. 

18 Q.  You can see some splodges for wells.  If you follow the 

19 black track you can see just underneath it some splodges 

20 for wells but that may not help you. 

21 A.  No.  We should have followed the north star but we 

22 didn't.  If we had done that it would have saved a lot 

23 of aggro but -- 

24 Q.  Suffice to say you didn't cross the tarmacked road that 

25 comes from La Reculee into BdV? 
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1 Q.  Can you ask for the cursor to be moved to where you 

2 approximately where you escaped from? 

3 A.  Yes, if you move it, that way, keep going, keep going 

4 and then straight across to the right now, keep going. 

5 Right to the fence.  Right in the corner, right -- keep 

6 going following up.  Right in that corner there 

7 (Indicated). 

8 Q.  And is that the 2-metre high chicken wire fences that 

9  we -- 

10 A.  Yes, with the razor wire and so on. 

11 Q.  The razor wire at the top? 

12 A.  Yes. 

13 Q.  I think did you mention in your statement you went into 

14 a vehicle? 

15 A.  Yes there was a pipe laying vehicle which has 

16 caterpillar tracks on it.  So they were big tracks, 

17 about a metre high, climbed up on the seat of it and 

18 straight over. 

19 Q.  Did you go over the razor wife? 

20 A.  Davy I think had his gloves on and Kev they had gloves 

21 and they just pulled the wire and it just parted so 

22 there was a gap that big. 

23 Q.  And you went through it? 

24 A.  Yes, just jumped down.  It was only a metre or half 

25 a metre to the ground. 
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1 A.  No, we kept well away from it because you could -- 

2 Q. So you would have been north of it on this? 

3 A.  Yes, that green line, that's the road. 

4 Q.  That is the tarmac road in the green line? 

5 A.  Yes, so we ended up going almost due east, so we went 

6 to -- have you got zone 2 so we would have gone out that 

7 way and then -- because it took us 12 hours to walk from 

8 there back to the checkpoint. 

9 Q. Understood. There is a black track marked on this. I'm 

10 not suggesting that is the precise track you took but 

11 that heads due east towards the N3.  So would it have 

12 been somewhere in the vicinity of that? 

13 A.  Yes, but a lot further to the south of that. 

14 Q.  To the south of that? 

15 A.  Yes, because -- when we woke up, when the sun came up 

16 and when we heard the explosions on the Friday when we 

17 were at the plant it was way back in the distance. 

18 Q. So north is at the top and south is at the bottom. So 

19 when you said to the south? 

20 A.  Sorry, to the north. 

21 Q.  To the north? 

22 A. To the north. 

23 Q.  So if we took that black track you would be north of 

24 that -- 

25 A.  Yes. 
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1 Q.  -- going towards the N3 and then having to drop down 

2 towards the N3 in some way? 

3 A.  Yes, because I think -- where you have got the black 

4 track almost touching the -- that's where TG343 is and 

5 that's about -- so we were about 5-kilometres north of 

6 that. 

7 Q.  I am going to see if I can find TG343 for you. 

8 THE CORONER:  I am maybe missing it, does the precise detail 

9 of all this, I'm missing it at the minute, we have done 

10 five minutes on it and I am not sure -- 

11 MR RITCHIE:  My apologies. 

12 THE CORONER:  That is all right.  If it matters tell me but 

13 at the moment I'm missing the point. 

14 MR RITCHIE:  During the whole of that walk did you come 

15 across any Gendarmes or patrols at all? 

16 A.  No, no, nothing.  We did wonder why they didn't pop over 

17 the fence and rescue us. 

18 MR RITCHIE:  Thank you very much for coming, Mr Fear. 

19 Questions from MR OWEN-THOMAS 

20 MR OWEN-THOMAS:  Mr Fear, my name is Owen-Thomas, I ask 

21 questions on behalf of David Green, the father of 

22 Stephen Green, who I think when looking at his 

23 photograph identified him as Jim Green.  Do you know who 

24 I mean by Jim Green? 

25 A.  Yes, I know exactly who he is but not very good with 
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A.  Only DEP, which is the Division Exportation Puis, they 

have a couple because of the Landcruisers used to wobble 

a bit, and roll over.  So they would try to phase them 

out.  So, yes, it was more unusual it was if it had come 

from somewhere else. 

Q.  Is it right to say that the vast majority of vehicles 

were not pickups? 

A.  Yes, yes. 

Q.  Was there anything in the rear of the vehicle that drew 

your attention to it that made you realise it was 

a pickup? 

A.  No, you could see -- all we saw was the helicopter 

kicking up the dirt and it manoeuvring out of the way 

and then the impact and the smoke or we thought it had 

hit the barriers or whatever had caused it to stop. 

Q.  Did you see anything in the pickup area of -- 

A.  No, we just heard the noise later when it exploded 

and ... 

Q.  I think it is your evidence, is it, that the helicopter 

was shooting at this vehicle? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  But as far as you are concerned didn't strike it? 

A.  No. 

Q.  You have described there being two helicopters? 

A.  Yes. 
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1 names. 

2 Q.  And I think you have told us in your witness statement 

3 you hadn't seen Stephen for several months before the 

4 attack? 

5 A.  Yes. 

6 Q.  That obviously means you didn't see him during the 

7 attack? 

8 A.  No. 

9 Q.  I just want to ask you about the vehicle that you've 

10 described earlier as a pickup truck.  I think although 

11 you identified it on a different picture it is visible 

12 on the one that's on the screen now? 

13 A.  Yes. 

14 Q.  And it is that vehicle that the cursor is near.  This is 

15 a vehicle you described as a pickup truck? 

16 A.  Yes. 

17 Q.  And you described what you mean by a pickup truck.  The 

18 site used vehicles other than pickup vehicles, didn't 

19 it, it used closed Landcruisers? 

20 A.  Yes. 

21 Q.  And you obviously know the difference between the -- can 

22 you help me with what sort of proportion of vehicles 

23 were pickup trucks and what proportion were closed? 

24 A.  They were mainly Landcruisers. 

25 Q.  Was it quite unusual to see a pickup truck? 
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Q.  Was that simultaneously, at the same time? 

A.  No, the big Hind one went first and then the smaller one 

came later. 

Q.  How long after you saw the vehicle crash did the smaller 

helicopter arrive? 

A.  Minutes. 

Q.  So less than ten minutes? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And you saw it firing, the people within it firing? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  But that was I think at people? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You described, rather than at the vehicle itself? 

A.  Yes, it was at people.  I think they were trying to 

round up the terrorists. 

Q.  How far away from the vehicle were the people that you 

saw being shot at? 

A.  They had moved to the fence.  So from where the cursor 

is there it's over the dotted line and they were -- 

there's I think you can see on the photograph there's 

like a double wire, so they were running along the wire 

fence there, some of them and then they scattered and 

then sort of regrouped up where they were all shot. 

Q.  We can see from the photograph there that the vehicle is 

a little bit south of the T bars? 
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1 A. Yes. 

2 Q. It was your belief, I think, that the vehicle actually 

3 hit the T bars? 

4 A. That's what I thought had brought it to a halt, yes, 

5 because we couldn't see clearly. 

6 Q. You described seeing smoke from this vehicle? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. Was that immediately upon it crashing? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. I think you say then that smoke intensified a little bit 

11 later? 

12 A. Yes, we were drawn by -- we were looking at the guys 

13 running around and all the rest of it and then it 

14 exploded or whatever happened, the ammunition went up. 

15 Q. And you are fairly sure or you are certain, are you, 

16 that it was the same vehicle that you saw the smoke 

17 coming from a few moments before? 

18 A. Yes, yes. 

19 Q. That exploded? After the initial group of people left 

20 this vehicle did you see anyone else in or around the 

21 vehicle or leaving the vehicle? 

22 A. No. 

23 Q. Would you have been able to from where you were stood 

24 see if there was anyone left in the vehicle? 

25 A. No. 
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A. Yes, because the bus had already gone out because 

I parked, when I was cleaning my windscreen I parked 

near where the bus was and I got back in so the bus 

moved round to where it should have been, to the right, 

and I carried on down to the left to the CPF and there 

was no sign. I hadn't been to the site since October 

due to the strike and everything. I had been up in 

Hassi. So it just seemed very, very quiet. 

Q. Can I then just ask about the gate to the CPF. You 

mentioned when you -- I think the chronology is that 

when you saw it when you went to help the guard you 

noticed at that point that it was open enough to let 

a person walk through but not slid right back to enable 

a vehicle to get through, is that right? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. When you saw the people earlier on who were on the 

ground with terrorists beside them in order to get to 

that position would you have needed to have gone through 

that gate or could you get to that position without 

going through that gate? 

A. No, we were just outside the office looking across, so 

we didn't have to go through the gate. 

Q. Didn't have to go through the gate? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you notice any damage to the gate at all? When you 
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1 Q.  You would not have been able to see that? 

2 A.  No. 

3 MR OWEN-THOMAS:  Thank you, Mr Fear, that is all I ask. 

4 Questions from MS GERRY 

5 MS GERRY:  Mr Fear, I ask questions on behalf of Sebastian 

6 John's family. 

7 You mentioned when you were giving evidence that you 

8 said the road between the BdV and the CPF was quiet as 

9 you drove up and you said that -- you sounded surprised 

10 you said considering the bus was leaving you sounded 

11 surprised it was quiet.  Can you just explain what you 

12 mean by that? 

13 A.  When you drive past the Gendarme camp you normally see 

14 them all preparing in the way that they prepare to get 

15 in the vehicles and stuff because they should have been, 

16 I don't know, four to six vehicles, I wouldn't like 

17 to -- can't remember exactly how many but they should 

18 have been to the left as I drove past because it is 

19 flood lit, so you -- just to check, because you think 

20 they're a bit late today.  They're going to be whatever, 

21 because it is just one of the things that you just 

22 notice as you drive past. 

23 Q.  So usually on a day when there is an airport run you 

24 would be aware of movement and the getting ready of the 

25 Gendarmes and this morning you weren't aware of that? 

Page 46 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 

say it was half open or partway open did you notice it 

was damaged in any way? 

A.  No, no. 

Q.  It was intact? 

A.  It was intact. 

Q.  In respect of the car you saw that you describe as 

a pickup car, what is it about it that made you think it 

was a pickup vehicle as opposed to a closed vehicle? 

A.  It has the open back on it. 

Q.  You saw the open back? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can I ask you to have a look again, if you wouldn't 

mind, at NAS 23, photograph 6.  I don't know if it is 

possible to zoom in on the T bars just to the left of 

the tarmac road.  Is there a gap there between the 

T bars?  Were you ever aware of there being -- 

A.  No, as far as I know there weren't any gaps.  It looks 

like there is one there, but -- 

THE CORONER:  Just so we are all clear.  Where are you 

pointing to when it says it looks like there is a gap? 

MS GERRY:  I meant further down. 

A.  That one there, yes, it looks like there is but I can't 

remember ever seeing one. 

Q.  In terms of -- these photographs I am told were taken on 

20 January? 
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1 A.  Okay. 

2 Q.  The events you saw were on the 17th.  So it may not 

3 necessarily be the case that the pictures we have here 

4 were as they would have been had they been taken shortly 

5 after the events you have been describing.  So is it 

6 your evidence, if it wasn't the fact that you saw, the 

7 black mark to the left, would -- where would you, ignore 

8 that black mark, where would you have placed the pickup 

9 vehicle that you saw? 

10 A.  I would have thought that it came to rest against the 

11 T bars. 

12 Q.  So it may not correlate with where that black mark is? 

13 A.  Yes, yes. 

14 Q.  Thank you.  And then finally, just in relation to the 

15 sand dune that you described when you managed to get 

16 over the fence and escape.  The sand dunes I think you 

17 described, they were on the outside of the -- 

18 A.  Yes. 

19 Q.  But it is right, isn't it, that they could quite easily 

20 form on the inside of the fence as well? 

21 A.  Not normally, no, it's which way the wind blows. 

22 Q.  Exactly that.  Depending on where the wind belows would 

23 depend on where the sand dunes would form? 

24 A.  Yes. 

25 Q.  Did you regularly see sand dunes form on the outside of 
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1 A.  I can't answer that.  I couldn't see any difference, put 

2 it that way, other than -- all the guards were new. 

3 I didn't recognise anybody when I went down to the CPF 

4 or it just seemed very quiet on that day, on the 

5 Wednesday. 

6 Q.  When this atrocity started we have heard that an alarm 

7 went off and I think that's your recollection as well? 

8 A.  My alarm was in a different place to where Mr Green was. 

9 Q.  Sure, I appreciate that.  What did the alarm sound like 

10 that you heard? 

11 A.  It's the continuous alarm to evacuate. 

12 Q.  Did you -- what did you think that alarm was indicating? 

13 A.  Well I knew -- from my experience I thought it was the 

14 high level, well I knew it was a level 2 alarm. 

15 Q.  What are the levels? 

16 A.  I only know it as level 2, so -- which means evacuate 

17 your office, go to the muster point.  Which wouldn't 

18 have been a good idea. 

19 Q.  It might seem obvious but why wouldn't it have been 

20 a good idea? 

21 A.  Because we would have been caught by the terrorists.  We 

22 never had any training on what to do if there was 

23 a terrorist attack. 

24 Q.  When you say you never had any training let's just break 

25 that down.  Had you had any instruction as to what to do 
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1 the perimeter fence? 

2 A.  No, it was normally -- housekeeping was pretty good.  It 

3 was just this one corner because it was actually used as 

4 a road because they were starting to build the new 

5 office block.  So I think that's why there's lots of 

6 vehicles going round there and it churns up the dirt and 

7 it gets blown. 

8 Q. Just finally, were you surprised at how easy it was for 

9 you to past the wire to get over the fence? 

10 A.  Yes, yes. 

11 Q.  Expected to have more difficulty? 

12 A.  I did, yes. 

13 MS GERRY: Thank you very much, Mr Fear. 

14 Questions from MS GOLLOP 

15 MS GOLLOP:  My name is Katie Gollop, I am asking questions 

16 on behalf of Belinda Green, the lady in white who was 

17 married to Stephen Green. You were the longest expat 

18 serving on site, is that right? 

19 A.  No, Mr Quinn was. 

20 Q.  And you had last prior to your return on 14 January 2013 

21 been at the site in October 2012, is that right? 

22 A.  Yes. 

23 Q.  When you came back in January in terms of security did 

24 things seem the same or different to how they had been 

25 when you left? 
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1 if there was an attack? 

2 A.  No, no, not down at the CPF.  We had at the camp.  You 

3 hid under your bed but if you're in an office with 

4 nowhere to go there's nowhere to hide. 

5 Q.  Have you ever done a drill? 

6 A.  No, not for that we hadn't.  We had evacuated to the 

7 muster point when the plant is in danger or they just 

8 did a drill to get the points for the HSE but, no. 

9 Q. So you had to improvise and make it up as you went 

10 along? 

11 A.  Yes. 

12 Q. During the attack did you at any point see an Algerian 

13 soldier on the ground? 

14 A.  No. 

15 Q.  By soldier I meant army military.  Did you see any 

16 Gendarme on the ground? 

17 A.  No.  When we were walking across the desert a couple of 

18 helicopters came over and we waved hoping they would 

19 stop and pick us up or do something courteous but they 

20 didn't and we went for another 8 hours after that. 

21 Q.  You said earlier you did wonder why the Gendarme didn't 

22 pop over the fence and rescue you? 

23 A. Or somebody. 

24 Q.  Yes.  Have you had any explanation as to why that didn't 

25 happen? 
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1 A.  No.  We were told by -- well it was BP guys who we were 

2 speaking to, sit tight and we'll come and rescue you but 

3 we didn't wait. 

4 Q.  Those were the messages you were getting over the 

5 mobile? 

6 A.  Yes, that was up until they went off on the Wednesday 

7 afternoon. 

8 Q.  Why didn't you wait to be rescued? 

9 A.  Because the terrorists had found us, they had shot the 

10 lock off the next door so we thought they would come 

11 back next morning and get us so we weren't going to 

12 wait. 

13 Q.  Did you send messages saying, can you come and rescue us 

14 is anybody coming? 

15 A.  No, we were told to sit tight and stay hidden and you 

16 would be rescued. 

17 Q.  Have you had any explanation since or asked any 

18 questions since about why it was that nobody came? 

19 A.  Not directly, no, but I have had some interviews with 

20 Mr Porter who is the BP security man. 

21 Q. And what has he told you? 

22 A.  Well, things are going to improve. 

23 Q.  Was he able to give you any answers about why the army 

24 didn't come? 

25 A.  No. 
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1 helicopter firing you thought to stop a vehicle going in 

2 a particular direction. 

3 A. To get it off the road so it couldn't get through the 

4 gate, yes. And we -- 

5 MS GERRY: Sorry, I interrupted you. 

6 A. When we were evacuated on the Saturday the helicopter 

7 and the pilot were there and had to move his helicopter, 

8 the guy who had shot everybody. Both of them were there 

9 which was a bit upsetting. We saw the guy who flew the 

10 helicopter. 

11 Q. How did you know it was the guy who flew the helicopter? 

12 A. Because that's where it came from. There was only one 

13 Hind helicopter gunship at In Amenas and that's where it 

14 came from and we took photographs of it just to check it 

15 was the same one and the Statoil guys have the 

16 photographs from Harry and Thure. 

17 Q. So what you saw you interpreted as deliberate action to 

18 shoot wide of the people who were running around on the 

19 ground and direct them into a group? 

20 A. Yes, that was to make it easier to shoot them if they 

21 were together I suppose. 

22 Q. You have described that when you saw the men on the 

23 ground initially they were carrying AK47s? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. And then when you saw them later on they were not 
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1 Q.  Why the Gendarme didn't come? 

2 A.  No, no. 

3 Q.  Had you at any time during your work at In Amenas heard 

4 of a unit of Gendarme called the quick reaction force? 

5 A.  No. 

6 Q.  Did you interest yourself in the Gendarmerie and how 

7 they worked and so on very much or did you leave that to 

8 others? 

9 A.  No, we relied on our liaison guys who are the ex-- well, 

10 Mr Morgan being one, Paul Morgan, the ex-legionnaires, 

11 to deal, they dealt with the captain of the Gendarme and 

12 did stuff like that up until October.  So we trusted 

13 them to tell us what went on. 

14 Q.  I would just ask you to revisit, if you can bear it, the 

15 helicopter incident.  You have talked about the 

16 helicopters herding people and sort of rounding them up. 

17 Can you -- I think I can visualise what you mean but 

18 perhaps I can't.  Can you just explain what it is that 

19 you saw that was the herding movement? 

20 A.  It was well firing at them, it's like herding chickens, 

21 if you've ever had chickens.  If you fire bullets this 

22 way you stop people running this way.  The other 

23 helicopter firing this way and it sort of brought them 

24 together. 

25 THE CORONER:  In the same way as you have described one 
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1 carrying the AK47s? 

2 A. I don't think I said that. 

3 THE CORONER: I don't think you said that. 

4 A. No. 

5 MS GERRY: Was there a point at which you saw them not 

6 carrying the weapons that you had earlier seen them 

7 carrying. 

8 A. No. Did they -- it is a bit fuzzy this bit whether they 

9 actually laid -- this is -- I have been thinking about 

10 this a lot but at that junction with the trunk line 5 

11 where we can see the visibility I could have sworn there 

12 was an army personnel vehicle or something came to 

13 a junction but I've never been able to remember it 

14 clearly and it was as if they came towards this vehicle 

15 and then they disappeared. So I assume they were shot 

16 because the helicopter was there but there was something 

17 in the distance when I think about it but I didn't put 

18 it in my witness statement because there wasn't a clear 

19 picture and I normally have a photographic memory and 

20 I couldn't do it all on video. 

21 Q. Let us go back to your witness statement and see where 

22 you deal with the helicopter and seeing people being 

23 carrying weapons? 

24 A. Being herded together, yes. Has it got page numbers on? 

25 Q. Yes. If you have a look at the bottom of page 6 of your 

Page 56 

http://www.merrillcorp.com/mls


Day 14 In Amenas Inquest 8 October 2014 

15 (Pages 57 to 60) 

8th Floor 165 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2DY 

Merrill Corporation 
(+44) 207 404 1400 

www.merrillcorp.com/mls 

 

 

 

 

1 witness statement? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. Do you have that bottom paragraph that should begin "At 

4  13.00 hours"? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. You talk about hearing noise and seeing the ground 

7 kicking up to the side of the vehicle? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q. This is the side of the pickup? 

10 A. Yes, yes. 

11 Q. And then a helicopter gunship coming southeast to 

12 northwest? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. Firing cannons at the pickup. Is that your 

15 recollection? 

16 A. Yes, that's the big bird kicking up. 

17 Q. And the pickup then veering off the road and then from 

18 your vantage point seeming to crash into the concrete 

19 barriers? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. But you said you didn't have a clear line of sight? 

22 A. No. 

23 Q. And you saw some smoke and it burst into flames later. 

24 You said: 

25 "Five to six possible terrorists with guns which 
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1 "I believe the terrorists had dropped their weapons 

2 somewhere before they put their hands up in the air." 

3 A.  Yes, they weren't armed -- they were -- I could see 

4 their hands were in the air and then as I say, they 

5 disappeared, as in fell over, they weren't in line of 

6 sight any more. 

7 Q.  Let us just be very clear about this.  It is probably 

8 a statement of the blindingly obvious but am I right 

9 that the helicopter was closer to the men than you were? 

10 A.  Yes. 

11 Q.  And you could clearly see them, could you, these men 

12 with their hands up in the air? 

13 A.  Yes. 

14 Q.  So if you could see them clearly unarmed would that 

15 would have been obvious to those in the helicopter? 

16 A.  I would assume so, yes, it had to be, yes. 

17 Q.  There was no doubt in your mind that they were under the 

18 control of the helicopter and the helicopter was able to 

19 direct their movements? 

20 A.  Yes. 

21 Q.  And shot at at a time when they were visibly unarmed? 

22 A.  Yes. 

23 Q.  Have you been interviewed by any Algerian authority 

24 since the attack? 

25 A.  No. 
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1 I believe to be AK47s came out from the area crouching 

2 and running where the crash site was." 

3 Is that -- 

4 A.  Yes, that's all right. 

5 Q.  Is that what you remember? 

6 A.  Yes. 

7 Q.  "And running along the perimeter fence scattering out in 

8 different directions." 

9 A.  Yes. 

10 Q.  And then you say that at about 10 or 15 minutes later 

11 you saw the gunship herd them up? 

12 A.  Yes. 

13 Q. And you said: 

14 "They had their hands up in the air south of the CPF 

15 near the road and the gunship then fired upon them." 

16 A.  Yes, I say they disappeared so that's what I assumed had 

17 happened, but, yes. 

18 Q.  If you carry on over the top of the page. 

19 THE CORONER: Sorry, you say they disappeared so? 

20 A.  As in the they fell out of sight because they were too 

21 far away for me to clearly see them.  The dirt was 

22 kicking up and they just -- there was no more movement 

23 so I'm assuming that's what -- 

24 MS GERRY:  Then if you carry on just over to the top of 

25 page 7 your next sentence is: 
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1 Q. And you have been interviewed by Statoil, is that right? 

2 A. Yes, I called their security guy and I told him. They 

3 didn't have any recollection about this pickup. It 

4 wasn't in their original plan or in their original 

5 report. It came as a bit of a surprise to him when 

6 I told him about this one. 

7 MS GERRY: Thank you very much. 

8 THE CORONER: Mr Flinn, was there something you wanted to 

9 ask because if there was it might be better if you did 

10 it sooner rather than later and then if anybody wants to 

11 pick anything up from this then of course they can. 

12 Further questions from MS DOLAN 

13 MS DOLAN: Sorry, Mr Fear, having told you I had no more 

14 questions I do have to ask you a little bit more about 

15 this pickup. First of all, can you show us on that 

16 where you were standing when you saw it? We'll expand 

17 this because -- are you able -- is the position you were 

18 standing when you saw it on that picture in front of 

19 you? 

20 A. No, it's not that one. 

21 Q. I think that one has in the very top right next to the 

22 border has your office on it. Does that one help? 

23 A. Yes, that's it. It's on that step there or just -- 

24 sorry, it was -- yes, it was through the window to the 

25 right of the door. 
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Q. So when you saw the pickup you are in the office? 

A. Inside, yes. 

Q. You are looking through a window? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We have heard some of the windows had opaque covering on 

them. 

A. Yes, it was on the glass side. That was on the other 

side. 

Q. So it is a clear glass window you are looking through? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But it is in your office? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How close was your vehicle, your own 4x4, to the place 

you were looking at the vehicle? 

A. Ten metres away. 

Q. I am going to show you a picture which has been provided 

to us by Mr Murray, although I don't think he took it, 

we'll find out from him when he gives evidence, I think 

perhaps it came from Thure Ingbrutzen. Can you tell us? 

A. Yes, that's the one. That's mine. 

Q. It should be on the screen right in front of you? 

A. Yes, that's it. 

Q. So is this picture taken from the position you were when 

you were looking at the? 

A. That is a picture of the door, so I think these must 
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Q.  And that smoke is the smoke from the pickup? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  I am looking at that picture and I can't see much of the 

road, the events, certainly not the car, it doesn't 

appear one has a clear view of the pickup or the area 

round it to see people running from it.  Can you help us 

with where you saw people? 

A.  There are actually a number of windows in that office 

covering the full length of it.  So that's the one 

nearest the door. 

Q.  Where is the area of fence on there that you saw the 

people running? 

A.  To the right. 

Q.  Right at the right-hand side of the picture? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  If we put it a cursor over it. 

A.  Right to the 100 metres down there. 

Q.  So that is the bit of fence that you see people through? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And then in terms of seeing this was a pickup it looks 

to me, but you correct me if I am wrong, that there is 

a piece of road one can see.  If we just go back to your 

car and just above your car? 

A.  Yes, that's where you could see it coming down there. 

THE CORONER:  Just put the cursor down there so we know 
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be -- yes, must have gone out because the door swings to 

the right or to the left. 

Q.  How far away, if that is the door that you think, how 

far away is that from the window you were looking 

through when you saw these events? 

A.  I was further to the right but we also went outside as 

well. 

Q.  And that is your car there? 

A.  Yes they were running along the fence to the right where 

the smoke is. 

Q. First of all, can we see what we can actually see on 

this picture.  We can see some smoke? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  First of all, do you recall seeing the scene we are 

looking at here on the picture? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And at what time did you see this scene? 

A.  This is the one after 12-ish when they chased the pickup 

down the road.  But I've been outside standing on the 

step but we came inside when the gunfire started. 

Q.  So is this smoke coming from the pickup or is this a 

later event? 

A. This is the first event. 

Q.  This is the event that you are recalling of the pickup? 

A.  Yes. 
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everybody is looking at the same place. 

A.  Where the cursor is there that is where you could see it 

first of all coming down the road there. 

MS DOLAN:  So that's the road? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do those containers then block out your view of the road 

as they get nearer to you? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And did they block out your view that day? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  So when you saw this car was a pickup you were looking 

at it in that bit of the road? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And how far is that from you at that stage? 

A.  200, 200 to 300 metres. 

Q.  Is it possible you might have been mistaken about 

whether it was a pickup or not? 

A.  Possibly. 

Q.  And again, when you saw the men that you describe being 

herded by the helicopter, where was that on this 

picture? 

A.  That was up to the left of where the cursor is. 

Q.  So again, some -- 

A.  Yes, it is in the distance. 

Q.  -- distance away.  Is it possible that those men were 
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1 actually running down the fence beside the lay down 

2 area -- 

3 A.  No it was further away than that. 

4 Q.  Further away even than that? 

5 A.  Yes, it was out in the open. 

6 Q.  And was it this side of the road, so if we go back to 

7 NAS 23/6 we know this is a road running south to north? 

8 A.  Yes. 

9 Q.  Were the men on the right-hand side of the road, on the 

10 eastern side or were they on the -- 

11 A.  They were on the left side. 

12 Q.  On the left side? 

13 A.  Yes, they were running along the fence away from the 

14 vehicle and then they were herded back again because 

15 I was -- if you look where the technical support office 

16 is right on the corner down there there's another 

17 window, there's windows all the way down it so I was 

18 looking -- the photograph is taken from in the middle 

19 and I was standing down the far end so my line of sight 

20 would have been across almost all along that fence and 

21 that's where they were. 

22 Q.  So if you go back to the photograph. 

23 A.  I was actually 30 metres down to the right or 20 metres 

24 down to the right to look through another window. 

25 Q.  So you had moved to the right now? 
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Q.  This was Thure Ingbrutzen? 

A.  Yes, I have one of him -- ones of us hiding and other 

bits of bobs with us holding the Union Jack flag. 

Q.  We have seen some of those on open source media.  Again, 

you talked about moving further to the right and having 

another view? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  First of all, we can see a little bit of railing there. 

Does that help you locate where this photograph was 

taken from? 

A.  That is on the steps outside. 

Q.  That is still on the steps. 

A.  That is just to the left of the door, so it's on the 

steps looking across, so it's almost the same.  The 

pickup, my vehicle would be just to the left of that 

photograph. 

Q.  It still doesn't appear from that that one can actually 

see a vehicle although one can see the smoke? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And even when you move to the right could you see the 

vehicle or could you only see the -- 

A.  No, you couldn't see the vehicle, no, you just saw the 

smoke.  You saw it when it came down the road when it 

was being chased with all the dirt kicking up and then 

it stopped and the smoke billowed up and then -- 
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1 A.  No, when I was looking -- that's -- what we were 

2 actually doing, the little speck in the top there that's 

3 the helicopter. 

4 Q.  And that is the helicopter? 

5 A.  Yes.  That's the smaller helicopter.  But when I was 

6 looking at the guys and seeing them I was right down on 

7 the right-hand side of the office. 

8 Q.  But you thought you saw the men you said on that road 

9 that appears above the roof of your car there?  That was 

10 the gap you were looking through? 

11 A.  Yes, because we moved back up again.  Because when we 

12 saw them running out of the vehicle along the fence we 

13 went back inside again because we had been outside as 

14 well. 

15 Q. It was at that stage that you saw the helicopter doing 

16 the herding? 

17 A.  Yes, yes. 

18 Q.  Thank you, I just want to show you another photograph to 

19 see if it helps you at all.  I think there is another 

20 photograph taken with greater magnification.  Again, 

21 this is one Mr Murray has provided for us. 

22 A.  Yes, I have got them all as well. 

23 Q. So you have seen these before.  Were you there when the 

24 photos were taken? 

25 A.  Yes, I was standing next to him, yes. 
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Q.  It appears to me but tell me if I'm wrong, that if one 

moved to the right you might still find those 

containers, the kind of orange ones were still blocking 

your view? 

A.  It was still blocking my view but when it was down on 

the right that is when I could see the terrorists 

running along the fence. 

Q.  So though those containers would still block your view 

of the proximate road you could still see the distant 

road? 

A.  So we didn't see the guy with the red overalls until he 

just appeared the other side so he had walked quite 

a long way as well, and Angel as well. 

Q.  There is another one as well so let us put that one up 

just to complete this.  Then this is another one. Again, 

can you help us with where that is taken from? 

A.  He has just done it on a different zoom because he can't 

see anything. 

Q.  Again, help us with looking at this.  If one looks at 

the right-hand side of that photograph one can make out 

what appear to be concrete T bars -- 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  -- on the nearer ground and then if one looks to the 

distance where the looped wire is it appears that there 

are blocks there which, are they concrete T bars again? 
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1 A.  Yes, that's the outside one which is -- that's where 

2 I thought they had crashed in behind the -- where that 

3 end container is where you can see the smoke coming up 

4 I thought the T bars went around and they had crashed in 

5 there. 

6 Q.  And that's why you thought they had crashed into the 

7 T bars because of where the smoke looks like it's coming 

8 from? 

9 A.  Yes. 

10 Q.  But you hadn't actually seen it hit the T bars.  From 

11 your position you couldn't have seen that? 

12 A.  Couldn't have seen it. 

13 MS DOLAN:  Thank you, Mr Fear. 

14 THE CORONER:  Sorry to interrupt there, Mr Flinn, it just 

15 seemed to me I knew Ms Dolan wanted to ask about that if 

16 we had that out. 

17 MR FLINN:  Of course, sir.  I was just going to say I was 

18 intending to explore some slightly different topics with 

19 Mr Fear so I wonder if any of those who questioned 

20 before me want to follow up on what has just been 

21 canvassed. 

22 THE CORONER:  Anything specifically on that you mean. 

23 Further questions from MS GERRY 

24 MS GERRY:  Sir, can I just clarify, if we can have NAS 23 up 

25 again.  I am a little unclear as to which place you saw 
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1 position at In Amenas, can you recall that? 

2 A.  Yes, I did. 

3 Q.  And where did that take place? 

4 A.  It was a telephone interview, yes, a telephone 

5 interview. 

6 Q.  Can you recall if at that interview you discussed the 

7 fact that Carson would be working for what was a JV as 

8 opposed to BP specifically? 

9 A.  Yes, yes. 

10 Q.  You did discuss that? 

11 A.  Yes. 

12 Q.  So that was made clear to him? 

13 A.  Yes. 

14 Q.  Do you recall if over the course of that interview you 

15 discussed any of the security risks involved in working 

16 in Algeria? 

17 A.  I told him it was a safe place to work. 

18 Q.  That it was a safe place to work? 

19 A.  Yes. 

20 Q.  And what gave you that sense of assurance that you could 

21 pass on to him? 

22 A.  How many years was it, eight years of being there it was 

23 the -- we thought it was.  It had the military there 

24 with its ring of steel and everything.  So should have 

25 been a safe place. 
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1 the terrorists.  When you first saw what you describe as 

2 the terrorists carrying weapons running along the fence, 

3 can you just be clear which fence they were running 

4 along?  If we use the cursor it is probably easier. 

5 A.  Yes, if you move it north. 

6 Q.  So beyond the T bars? 

7 A.  Yes, along that fence there, the other side. 

8 Q.  That fence there? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. And they were running from east to west? 

11 A.  Yes, or they were moving all around as the helicopter 

12 came back. 

13 Q. They were between the T bars and the fence? 

14 A. Yes. 

15 MS GERRY:  Thank you. 

16 Questions from MR FLINN 

17 MR FLINN:  Mr Fear, my name is Matthew Flinn, I ask 

18 questions on behalf of the families of Garry Barlow, 

19 Carson Bilsland, Paul Morgan and Kenneth Whiteside. 

20 You were Carson's manager at in Amenas, is that 

21 right? 

22 A.  No, team leader. 

23 Q.  So effectively his boss on site? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q.  Is it right that you actually interviewed him for the 
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1 Q. I understand. And you and Carson both worked on a rota 

2 plan? 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. Was he four weeks on and four weeks off as well? 

5 A. Yes. No, I think they did three actually. I did four. 

6 It may have been three or four. Depending on what was 

7 going on at the time. 

8 Q. I think over the latter half of 2012 there was 

9 disruption to that rota due to strikes of various staff 

10 on site, is that right? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. Do you recall sending an email to Carson in December of 

13 2012 asking if he and others might be able to come back 

14 to site earlier than they would normally be rostered on? 

15 A. Yes, I do. 

16 Q. Do you know when Carson would have normally been 

17 rostered on to return? 

18 A. I can't remember what date he came back, but I think he 

19 came back, being Scottish they like to be home for 

20 Hogmanay and everything so I think he came back a week 

21 early so I think it was 2 or 3 January he came. I'm not 

22 sure, but I knew -- him and Ray Bell had stayed most of 

23 the time from July because they were deemed as 

24 essential. I mean, because I could do my stuff off 

25 a computer. They sent me the results from the 
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1 inspection so they were at site most of time. 

2 Q.  Let us put it this way: can you recall what date Carson 

3 was rostered to be back in the normal turn of events? 

4 A.  No, I can't recall that. 

5 Q.  You don't remember that.  You were obviously based at 

6 In Amenas for a long time.  Do you recall the practice 

7 of town hall meetings takes place at the site? 

8 A.  Yes, yes. 

9 Q.  How often did they take place? 

10 A.  Once the strike started they happened quite frequently 

11 to reassure people because they started evacuating 

12 people from site. 

13 Q.  How frequently? 

14 A.  Well, I was -- I had a new pacemaker put in, in August, 

15 so I was there, I think from July to, when I turned up 

16 in January I was actually at site for ten days so 

17 I didn't know what was going on particularly. 

18 Q.  So these meetings? 

19 A.  I attended a couple where we were reassured everything 

20 was all right but we were concerned, you know, why are 

21 they evacuating people and that was -- Carson used to be 

22 quite vocal. 

23 Q.  Was it mandatory to attend those meetings or was it just 

24 voluntary? 

25 A.  I'm not sure if it was mandatory but most people did 
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1 4x4? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. And I think to Ms Dolan you also said you saw him at 

4 breakfast, is that right? 

5 A. I think it was either breakfast or evening -- no, sorry, 

6 it was the meal before, it was in the evening, the night 

7 before I saw him. 

8 Q. The night before? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. Did you talk to him on that occasion? 

11 A. Just -- he seemed very happy. He said he was going on 

12 a conge and that was the last I saw of him. 

13 Q. Did you talk to him on the morning of 16 January? 

14 A. No, he was just sitting in his pickup waiting to go. 

15 Q. Also in your statement, just by way of reminder, you say 

16 that you saw Garry Barlow having breakfast and 

17 I understand that to be at the BdV with Thomas, Thure 

18 and Hans, do you recall that now? 

19 A. Yes, they were sitting, yes, on a different table. 

20 Q. So you didn't chat to Garry Barlow? 

21 A. No. 

22 Q. Do you recall what time it was that you saw him there? 

23 A. It would be just after 5.30. 

24 Q. Did you see him make any moves to depart towards the 

25 CPF? 
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1 because it was concerned with your own safety. 

2 Q.  You said you attended a couple of meetings.  Do you 

3 recall ever attending when Carson was present? 

4 A.  Only on one occasion I think, yes. 

5 Q.  And on that occasion can you recall whether or not he 

6 spoke at the meeting? 

7 A.  No, whenever he spoke I wasn't there, unfortunately, but 

8 I was made aware that he asked some questions. 

9 Q. Do you know what the substance of those questions was? 

10 A.  I can't, but I think some of your other witnesses will. 

11 I would be guessing, but ... 

12 Q.  Can you recall who made you aware that he had asked 

13 questions? 

14 A.  One of the OLS guys said to me that, you know, he keeps 

15 asking lots of questions. 

16 Q.  But you kind of -- 

17 A.  Asking how do you know it's safe?  If you evacuate up 

18 and just leaving 60 people here how is it safe?  Why 

19 aren't we going? 

20 Q.  So he was seeking assurances at those meetings according 

21 to your understanding? 

22 A.  Yes. 

23 Q.  Moving to the events of 16 January.  You have told 

24 Ms Dolan that you saw Paul Morgan and I think in your 

25 statement you say you saw him next to the bus in his 

Page 74 

 

1 A.  None that I noticed.  I don't recall. 

2 Q.  You have spoken about how there would normally be 

3 a group of people who would get to work quite early. 

4 That included Garry Barlow? 

5 A.  Yes, he used to go in. 

6 Q.  And Carson Bilsland? 

7 A.  Yes. 

8 Q.  Can we just have up on the screen NAS 23, page 25. 

9 Could we zoom in on the bottom right-hand corner of it. 

10 Mr Fear, we have already heard some evidence as to where 

11 Carson's office was at the CPF. 

12 A.  Right. 

13 Q.  Our understanding at this point is that if you look at 

14 the four office buildings where the cursor is presently 

15 our understanding is that his office was to the right of 

16 that larger building.  Is that correct? 

17 A.  Yes, I'd say it was the next one along, that one, yes. 

18 Q.  Did you see Carson leave the BdV that morning? 

19 A.  No. 

20 Q.  Do you know how he got to the central production 

21 facility? 

22 A.  He was normally one of the first to go, so I would have 

23 a guess be he would be with either -- I think Garry had 

24 a pickup or Davy or I think he used to travel in with 

25 Gordon, Gordon Brown. 
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Q.  He would normally get a lift with someone else? 

A.  Yes, there's always -- I only got up early that day 

because I was acting for the manager during the morning 

meeting. 

Q.  We have heard evidence from yourself that you heard what 

sounded like firecrackers and at around about this point 

the internal lights went out? 

A.  As we moved back in the office that happened. 

Q.  Of course, on the 16th.  But the external light stayed 

on for a period after that, the orange lights? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And that is the point when you went outside to the right 

of the technical support office, looked around the 

corner and saw I think you said in evidence three people 

lying face down on the floor? 

A.  Yes, that was -- when we heard the first gunfire we saw 

that something was happening.  I went back to the office 

and that's when Kev stayed a bit longer and saw the 

pickup come through the gate or -- 

Q.  Could you identify those people that you saw lying on 

the floor? 

A.  No. 

Q.  I would just like to ask you a few questions -- 

THE CORONER:  Can I just be clear about the sequence of 

that?  The three people you have seen lying face down on 
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1 Q. And that was around about 8.30 in the morning? 

2 A. It would have been after the terrorists and we got a bit 

3 braver and couldn't hear anybody around, we started 

4 talking on the phones. 

5 Q. Do you know if any attempts were made to call his office 

6 again at any point? 

7 A. Yes, I did it all the time because I wanted to check 

8 where he was the next morning. 

9 Q. Did you have Carson's mobile number? 

10 A. No, he didn't have one with him. 

11 Q. He didn't have one with him? 

12 A. No, he didn't travel with one. 

13 Q. At all? 

14 A. No, not as far as I know, no. 

15 Q. And when you went to look for Carson the next morning, 

16 this is on 17 January, did you actually get inside the 

17 office where you assumed he would be hiding? 

18 A. Yes, I had the key so I unlocked it and there was 

19 another guy hiding in there. 

20 Q. And what did you find when you went inside? 

21 A. It all neat and tidy. 

22 Q. No signs that he had been there? 

23 A. No, he kept a tidy desk, so, yes. No, there was no sign 

24 he had been hiding but the office next door, which is 

25 where they kept all their ropes and all their equipment 
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the floor, where does that fit in with the pickup coming 

through the gate? 

A. It was six hours after. Sorry, the pickup coming through 

the gate? That happened at about the same time. Because 

Kev told us afterwards when we were lying down and      

it was quiet that he had seen a pickup and it had 

shot at the guardhouse but I didn't see any of that. 

MR FLINN: To your understanding was that before you saw the 

four individuals lying down on the ground? 

A. Yes, because that's how they came through the gate. 

Q. Just a few questions about the communications you had 

over the course of that morning. The landlines were 

working, that is right? 

A. Only to the local offices. 

Q. Right, so you could call around you but you couldn't 

call outside the site? 

A. No. 

Q. What about calls from outside the site? 

A. Not to the desk phones but obviously Thure Ingbrutzen he 

was calling -- I think I called my wife and -- 

Q. You are talking about on your -- 

A. Mobiles, yes. 

Q. Now, we have heard that to your understanding a call was 

made to the office that Carson was in, to the landline? 

A. Yes. 
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1 which is like racks of shelves where you could hide, 

2 that was open, so I assumed that he had hidden in there 

3 for as long as he did until he walked up the road. 

4 Q. Did Carson carry a radio as part of his work? 

5 A. No, we didn't have radios, not in our department, we had 

6 to borrow them. 

7 Q. To your understanding he didn't have a mobile with him 

8 so you wouldn't be able to assist as to whether or not 

9 anyone else tried to get in contact with him via mobile? 

10 A. No, no. 

11 Q. You have given two statements. I understand the second 

12 statement you just set out verbatim the content of your 

13 text messages sent over the course of the crisis. Can 

14 you recall that? 

15 A. Yes, the guy from the Met's office gave them to me. 

16 Q. And -- 

17 A. They printed them all off. I presume they do what they 

18 do to look after us and I was presented with all this 

19 stuff, so, yes. 

20 Q. There is one entry which I wanted to ask you about. It 

21 is a text that you sent to your wife at 11.35 on the 

22 16th. It reads: 

23 "Yes, we are barricaded into an office and have not 

24 been visited or searched for three hours so hopefully 

25 they have the ones they want for their negotiations or 
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1 whatever. We ate in contact via text with incident 

2 control in Hassi so they know where we are. Just 

3 waiting." 

4 So to your understanding people had been in text 

5 contact with the incident management team at 

6 Hassi Messaoud, is that right? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. Had you personally been in contact with them? 

9 A. No, my battery had been running low. I didn't re-charge 

10 it until we went round to the offices and got computers. 

11 Q. Are you able to assist with who was in contact with the 

12 incident management team? 

13 A. Kev Graham. 

14 Q. And presumably they were feeding back to the IMT who was 

15 in the vicinity, who was hiding with you? 

16 A. No, well, we did send a text to Huw Edward and to -- Huw 

17 Edwards and Mark Cobb telling them where we were. 

18 Q. Do you know if anyone communicated to the IMT that 

19 Carson was hiding in the vicinity or was likely to be 

20 hiding in the vicinity? 

21 A. I'm not sure, they should have had that information from 

22 Kev because on his calls and stuff because I think he 

23 was speaking to the liaison guy at Hassi. He tried to 

24 the say we think these people are here, these people are 

25 here. Huw Edwards sent us a text saying they had been 
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Thure took I think or Harry. 

Q.  And that accords with your recollection of the state of 

light of the day? 

A.  No, I think that's a later one actually.  That's the one 

that Harry did when we got split up.  The younger ones 

more active ones went and I stayed with the more injured 

ones and they were taken by the Gendarme back to 

In Amenas and that looks like the photograph taken 

because we couldn't see flames from where we were so 

there should be another photograph from one of the other 

guys, one of the Statoil guys, which shows it round 

about 5 or 6 o'clock. 

Q.  So just to understand that, based on the level of light 

we can see in that photo your understanding was that it 

was earlier than that when the explosion occurred? 

A.  Yes, because it has -- there is another photo going 

about which shows it -- that we took when we were 

walking in the desert at about 5 or 6 o'clock.  I don't 

know if you've got it. 

Q.  We might make enquiries about that.  Thank you very 

much. 

A. I think you should be able to find that. 

Q.  One final question, I just want to be clear that 

I understood something you said earlier when you went to 

look in Carson's office.  Did you say someone else had 
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1 attacked and Paul Morgan had been killed and the guys 

2 who were in the office next door, Dave Murray will tell 

3 you when he gives evidence, I don't know if they did 

4 anything as well but Mr Graham did it. 

5 Q.  I will explore that with other witnesses, thank you. 

6 One final question about your departure from the CPF 

7 when you were walking across the desert.  This was on 

8 18 January I think. 

9 A.  Yes. 

10 Q.  As you were walking away over any course of the day did 

11 you hear a large explosion from the CPF site? 

12 A.  Yes. 

13 Q.  And around about what time did you hear that explosion? 

14 A.  I didn't recall it.  One of the guys did but it was late 

15 afternoon on the Friday. 

16 Q.  Was it getting dark at the time? 

17 A.  Yes, getting towards twilight time.  I think I would say 

18 5 or 6 o'clock because then you could see all the smoke 

19 and stuff. 

20 MR FLINN:  Thank you very much, Mr Fear. 

21 MS DOLAN:  Mr Flinn, do you want a picture of that 

22 explosion? 

23 MR FLINN:  Apparently we have a picture which we might put 

24 up. 

25 A.  The one of the CPF, is it?  Yes, that's the one that 
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been hiding in there? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who else had been hiding in there? 

A.  I don't know what his job was but he ended up hiding in 

the back of the pickup. He was Algerian stroke 

something or other, drilling, and he was hiding in the 

office. 

Q. In Carson's office? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  The building that Carson was in, was that divided up 

into numerous offices? 

A. There was -- 

Q.  When I say the building -- I mean -- 

A.  There was a partition in the middle and there was guys 

behind it which is where some of the Romanians should 

have had their desks but the Romanians got together and 

hid in the construction office.  There were two small 

offices and a bigger, and two larger offices. 

Q.  So this person who had been hiding, he came out to meet 

you? 

A.  No, no I opened the door.  I had the key. 

Q.  Yes, but after you went in did he come out? 

A.  No, he kept himself to himself.  We saw him occasionally 

when we were -- 

THE CORONER:  I think what you are being asked is how did 
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1 you know he was there? 

2 MR FLINN:  Indeed, yes. 

3 A.  Oh because I opened the lock. 

4 THE CORONER:  Could you see him?  He couldn't have been 

5 hiding very well is the point. 

6 A.  No, he stood up.  I think he was just sitting on the 

7 chair. 

8 MR FLINN:  Did he say anything about Carson? 

9 A.  No.  He said there was nobody in the office. 

10 Q.  He said there was no one in the office at this time? 

11 A.  Yes, so that's what I assumed.  I assumed Carson had 

12 gone into the inspection room where all the shelves were 

13 and all the stuff where you could actually hide.  If you 

14 have just got two desks, there's nowhere you could hide 

15 really. 

16 Q.  You mentioned an inspection room? 

17 A.  Yes, the one with all the equipment, so you could get 

18 inside it and pile overalls all over you and lay still 

19 and nobody would find you. 

20 Q.  Did you go in there? 

21 A.  Yes, I went to check if he was in there because that was 

22 the one that was open. 

23 Q.  And you have already said that there were no signs that 

24 he had been hiding there? 

25 A.  No, no. 
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1 THE CORONER: That is it, thank you very much. 

2 A. Okay. 

3 (The witness withdrew) 

4 THE CORONER: Shall we go straight on? We will have a five 

5 minute break before we continue. 6

 (12.20 pm) 

7 (A short break) 

8 (12.25 pm) 

9 MS DOLAN: Sir, the next witness is Mr Martin. 

10 MR THOMAS MARTIN (sworn) 

11 Questions from MS DOLAN 

12 MS DOLAN: Mr Martin, can you give us your full name please? 

13 A. Thomas Benjamin Martin. 

14 Q. And I think your CV includes times in the British forces 

15 but at the time we are talking about you were working at 

16 In Amenas? 

17 A. That's correct, yes. 

18 Q. What was your role at In Amenas? 

19 A. I was the operation liaison coordinator, the OLC for 

20 Rig T212. 

21 Q. And we are going to be talking about Rig T212 so I want 

22 you to help us to locate it on a map so we understand 

23 its position from the CPF and BdV. 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. You have Google Earth in front of you there. It has 
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1 MR FLINN: Thank you very much. 

2 MR POPAT: No questions, thank. 

3 MR FERGUSON: No questions. 

4 THE CORONER: Thank you very much indeed. 

5 Further questions from MR OWEN-THOMAS 

6 MR OWEN-THOMAS: I am sorry, sir, there was one matter 

7 arising, I wonder I might quickly ask. Mr Fear, you 

8 mentioned that you had an interview with Mr Porter at 

9 BP? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. Was that at his request or your request? 

12 A. My request. 

13 Q. Did he take any notes during that meeting? 

14 A. Did he? I am trying to think. I think we ended up 

15 doing it on the phone actually. A telephone. Because 

16 I had this aversion to going to BP's offices. I think 

17 it was done on the telephone because I then wrote an 

18 email which they didn't like the reply to. 

19 Q. Do you recall when that telephone interview or telephone 

20 meeting was? 

21 A. Let's think, November 2013 I think because I had my 

22 final altercation on January 23, so it was before then. 

23 I was trying to find out what was going on and nothing 

24 was said. 

25 MR OWEN-THOMAS: Thank you. Thank you, sir. 
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1 some well sites marked on it? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. Can you help us with which one is Rig T212? 

4 A. If you look at the left-hand side of the map, the bottom 

5 quadrant, you see TG377, that is the well location. 

6 That is where -- 

7 Q. That is what we call 212? 

8 A. 212 is the equipment. TG377 is the location. So that 

9 is the location that 212 was on at the time. 

10 Q. What distance is that from the CPF and the BdV? 

11 A. As the you crow flies probably about 12-kilometres. 

12 Q. And in driving time? 

13 A. About 20 minutes. It very much depended on what route 

14 was taken down. If you look on the map north of TG377 

15 you have a small white track that goes north and then it 

16 runs east and at the point it hits the grey line, 

17 Manifold 6, you can either go across to VCP2 or you can 

18 go up. There's a number of routes that follow the 

19 manifolds and habitual tracks within the field. 

20 Q. And so those lines marked on the map, they are the 

21 manifolds and tracks, are they? 

22 A. The grey ones are tracks that have been used. The 

23 tracks -- sorry, the grey lines except for the straight 

24 ones are GPS tracks from vehicle movement that has been 

25 downloaded on to Google Earth for its computer 
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programme. 

Q. So that shows routes vehicles have taken through? 

A. It shows routes my vehicle has taken. 

Q. But these aren't on metal roads at all? 

A. Two types of road. There are rig roads or hard tops and 

an occasion where routes are under maintenance or have 

had some heavy traffic there are small detours that 

either cut corners or take shortcuts. There's also from 

the drivers habitual use and if they're avoiding a work 

site or -- where maintenance was normally being done you 

would find that rocks were put across the road to 

prevent vehicle traffic so there was a certain amount of 

movement of traffic to avoid those. 

Q. We have heard of the hardtop ones such as the N3 and the 

road that then runs in from the N3 to the BdV and on to the 

CPF? 

A. Yes, from the N3 at La Reculee to the BdV and down to 

the CPF it was a metal road. The vast majority pretty 

much every other project road was Laterite hardtop. It 

is the compacted material that is put on top. 

Q. So it is material specifically put on to make a surface? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

Q. We have also heard of pistes. 

A. Pistes is the French phrase for the Laterite hardtop. 

It is for a road constructed of local materials and 
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1 a specific ASI dedicated to the rig but there were ASIs 

2 who came down, chefs d'equipe who came down to see the 

3 guards but there wasn't one attributed, so I had a more 

4 of a day-to-day oversight and management of the guards 

5 there than colleagues at the base. 

6 Q. We have heard of changes at the BdV and the CPF about 

7 the move away from the -- 

8 A. They had significantly less impact because we're 

9 a remote site and we need to be often a lot more 

10 self-sufficient. 

11 Q. What is situated at this remote site in terms of 

12 buildings, accommodation? 

13 A. Well pads, maybe, depends on the dimensions, 200 metres 

14 by 300 metres, surrounded by a berm within the -- 

15 Q. Explain what a berm is for those of us who don't use the 

16 term? 

17 A. A berm is a bulldozer mound in between 2 to 3 metres in 

18 height. Normally about 3 or 4 metres broad. 

19 Anti-vehicle predominantly but also to define the 

20 perimeter. 

21 Q. So that is your perimeter. There is no fencing, there 

22 are no walls obviously? 

23 A. Outside? No. I mean this is generally on site you're 

24 there for in between 30 to 90 days depending on the 

25 drilling programme or task so that is the physical 
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prepared for regular vehicle traffic. 

Q.  And that differs again from the tracks where there are 

passable parts of deserts where vehicles may pass 

backwards and forwards but they don't have -- 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  -- maintenance of them? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Manicuring in any way? 

A.  No, no.  Generally within the field the project roads 

were maintained on a very slow schedule.  Well, a 

methodical schedule, and there were here and there 

smaller routes that linked in between them and those 

would have fallen into the classification of tracks 

which we talked about. 

Q.  So your role at Rig T212 was to do what? 

A.  Predominantly it was liaison with the military.  The 

liaison with the military, organising of movement of 

expats within the line of, well whatever the security 

requirements were and what the military had required on 

their side and what we required from our security 

management plan. In addition to that, there was 

oversight of the guards and also oversight of the 

drivers.  Though the SSI group of Sonatrach had taken 

over, a lot of the oversight of the guards, that didn't 

include the rig sites so there wasn't actually 
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1 barrier on the outside.  Within the camp -- within the 

2 berm you then have the rig itself, storage containers, 

3 various other bits of equipment.  The mini camp and the 

4 military camp.  The military camp is separated from the 

5 mini camp by an additional berm so there is a physical 

6 definition between the military camp and the mini camp. 

7 Q.  If I can just pause there and put up a photograph which 

8 I think may have come from you originally.  It is 119, 

9 please.  Can you help us with what we are looking at 

10 there? 

11 A.  Yes, so that's standing at the entrance.  The entrance 

12 into TG377 is from the north.  That is just outside the 

13 entrance looking across the north berm towards the east. 

14 There is a guard tower situated on the outside. 

15 A Gendarme and one of his colleagues in the corner and 

16 you can see some of the perimeter lights and the 

17 additional lighting giraffes that we use to illuminate 

18 outside and inside the perimeter. 

19 Q.  The Gendarmes aren't on guard -- first of all, how many 

20 Gendarmes were there at the rig site? 

21 A.  We had 27 on site. 

22 Q.  You describe them as on guard there? 

23 A.  Sorry, that was their -- sorry, that's their stand to 

24 position for want of a better word.  This is, following 

25 the lock down of the rig this is them manning during the 
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daytime the corners -- 

Q.  This was a picture then taken after you knew there was 

the crisis going on? 

A.  Yes, yes. 

Q. On a normal working day would the Gendarmes be manning 

the berms in this way? 

A.  No.  We had four guerites.  Guerites are the white watch 

towers, the one in the left-hand side of the picture. 

One of these was pictured -- sorry, positioned in the 

Gendarme camp just next to the main entrance and that 

was always manned.  There were then two other -- three 

other guerites put at the sort of four points.  One of 

them was by the expat accommodation in the southwest 

corner.  That was in the inside of the berm and then 

there was that one on the external point and then 

I think another one on the southeast corner.  Generally 

the Gendarmes would man at least two if not more of 

these on a nightly basis. 

Q.  On a? 

A. On a nightly basis. 

Q.  So at night -- 

A.  It was routine to have two armed Gendarmes on the 

perimeter. 

Q.  And in the daytime? 

A.  Normally you would have certainly one on the guerite 
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1 over morning and night and there was a main camp to the 

2 southwest, to the south of the companies camp in the 

3 main BdV where the majority of the nationals were 

4 accommodated. 

5 Q. So those who commute up are meeting back at the BdV? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. On the normal security defences, so you talk about the 

8 berms, the guards and the watch towers and the lights, 

9 is there anything else in terms of the normal? 

10 A. We have a vehicle chicane, we have a vehicle control. 

11 We also have procedures in terms of movement. 

12 Q. Can I just stop you there and put another picture up and 

13 see if that helps. Can you put up 61, please. You 

14 mentioned the vehicle chicane. Does it also help you? 

15 A. Yes, that's the vehicle chicane. We were due to have an 

16 additional delivery that day of further T bars. Due to 

17 movement within the area the -- in around the entry the 

18 current chicane was great if you were staying on the 

19 road but there was ways of bypassing it. It had been 

20 identified the week before and the wells warehouse 

21 foreman was sending down some T bars to bolster that. 

22 So what you see in that picture there is an empty skip 

23 that we have used to bolster where these T bars are 

24 supposed to go and a Cat forklift truck to block off 

25 entry. 
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that overlooked the main access to the camp. 

Q. We take it their role is to survey the area? 

A. They're looking straight on the main access plus also 

with the terrain you also have a fairly good vision of 

around 1 and a half to 2-kilometres of the main 

approaches to our location. 

Q. You mentioned the 27 Gendarmes. Tell us about the 

personnel that are out at Rig T212? 

A. At that time we had 59 people. 9 expats and 50 

nationals. A combination of JV staff, drilling 

subcontractors, service companies and then contractors 

to the drilling contractor. So drilling subcontractors. 

Sorry. So the JV would have people, specialists working 

for them and the drilling contractor would have people 

working for them as well. 

Q. That amounted to 9 expats? 

A. Yes and 50 nationals. 

Q. And did the expats stay on the rig? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And what about the Algerian personnel? 

A. A mix of senior personnel people or people who had 

critical roles who would be required at very short 

notice would be there. The normal sort of juniors crew 

worked in two shifts and they would commute out morning 

and night. The drivers and the guards would also change 
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1 Q.  Again, I think this is a picture taken after the events 

2 happening? 

3 A. These are augmentations we did to our existing security. 

4 Q.  I will come back to those augmentations in a little 

5 while.  Were there any alarms on the site? 

6 A.  Yes, we had two alarms.  We had a continual alarm that 

7 was used for a general muster assembly and then there 

8 was a security alarm, the control for which was within 

9 the Gendarme camp. 

10 Q.  So the Gendarmes would operate a security alarm? 

11 A.  Yes. 

12 Q.  Not the personnel? 

13 A. But it was situated on the outside of a container so it 

14 was accessible and if you knew where it was you could go 

15 in and operate it if required. 

16 Q. I think at the time we are talking about you had come 

17 back for rotation in early January? 

18 A.  2 January I had flown in. 

19 Q.  Tell us about the drivers because we have heard about 

20 the drivers strike and I understood that had caused some 

21 difficulties in movement of personnel around the site. 

22 A.  Yes. 

23 Q.  I think by the time you were back there was movements on 

24 the drivers strike? 

25 A.  Yes.  I can't remember the exact date.  I had gone out 
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on rotation early December. At that stage the drivers 

were still on strike. If I understand correctly from 

what colleagues talked about there was then a driver 

crew change. The team that came back in resolved the 

strike, agreed to go back to work and we sort of started 

moving again. In terms of drivers on site I had, 

because I had three allocated escort vehicles, these are 

Landcruiser 105 models, I had six drivers so I had 

24 hour driver provision, three working during the day, 

three working during the night. 

Q. Were these drivers do a 12 hour shift? 

A. Yes, and they would normally change over early morning, 

early evening. 

Q. What time was the morning changeover? 

A. In between 5.30 and 6 o'clock. There was some variation 

but generally they were fairly consistent on their 

changes. 

Q. So between 5.30 and 6 the changeover would happen. How 

would the drivers changeover? 

A. One of the night crew would drive back to the main camp. 

He would pick up the day crew drivers, he would drive 

back down to the site and the day crew drivers would be 

driven back to camp. So only one vehicle would leave 

the site and the drivers would change over on site as 

opposed to the drivers leaving the site and changing 
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1 sound proof. 

2 Q. And at 12-kilometres would you expect to be able to hear 

3 gunfire? 

4 A. No, no. Certainly not small arms. 

5 Q. What did you do then? 

6 A. Put my boots on, woke up a forklift driver, put the 

7 arrangements of skips outside and then got the forklift 

8 driver to park two forklifts, one on the chicane and 

9 then one in front of the guardhouse. 

10 Q. We are seeing one on the chicane? 

11 A. That is the outer forklift. 

12 Q. You will tell us if it is the right picture, 54 perhaps, 

13 I'm quite clear if that is something up against 

14 a truck -- is that? 

15 A. No, that's a rig utility wagon that was used to do basic 

16 tasks in and around. 

17 Q. Do you see a forklift behind it though? 

18 A. That is the forklift but that is -- that's parked up at 

19 the entrance to the military camp next to the tech shop. 

20 Q. In any event you have moved forklifts to use them -- 

21 A. Two forklifts to block the main gate and to restrict 

22 access into the chicane. 

23 Q. And then I think you also ordered the drill crew or the 

24 drill crew had been told to bring the well back into the 

25 chute? 
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over at the main camp. Maximising personnel on site and 

trying to avoid gaps. 

Q. So only one person leaves, leaving the other two drivers 

behind? 

A. Normally, yes. 

Q. On 16 January what time did you wake that day? 

A. I was up a lot earlier than actually in my statement. 

I was brushing my teeth when I had had a knock on the 

door from the lieutenant. 

Q. What time was that? 

A. Just after 6 o'clock. Normally I had my watch two 

minutes fast. He knocked on the door at 5 minutes past 

6. Realising there was an incident I then put my watch 

correct. So I was taking the right time. 

Q. So you are clear it was 3 minutes past 6 you are first 

alerted? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And what does the lieutenant tell you? 

A. He informs me there's an attack on the BdV and there are 

terrorists on the BdV. 

Q. Had you heard anything at this time? 

A. No. The rig site -- the expat accommodation on the rig 

site is on the far side of the mini camp from the 

direction of the CPF and from the BdV and we're also 

down the hill, a long way and the cabins are reasonably 
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1 A. I at that stage didn't have any communication, sorry, 

2 I didn't have any input on that. The company men called 

3 into Hassi. They had instruction from Hassi to pull 

4 back into the chute. This is a procedure to put the 

5 well in a safer -- a safer state so you can close it 

6 down. 

7 Q. At that time you did a roll call? 

8 A. There had been a roll call, I think a POB was being 

9 sorted out by the HSE adviser from -- just to make sure. 

10 Because we hadn't had the crew change and we had night 

11 shift there it was to establish exactly who was there 

12 and what wasn't there. 

13 Q. And POB is the person on board, is it? 

14 A. Yes, the person on board list. 

15 Q. So at that time what was noticed about the drivers? 

16 A. I had already observed I was missing two vehicles or two 

17 vehicles weren't parked or were absent from their normal 

18 parking area. At this stage it was confirmed that two 

19 of the drivers, the names are in the statement, were not 

20 there. 

21 Q. That is Mr Cehffaoui? 

22 A. Mr Cehffaoui, Ouled Hamma and Oughilal.Cehffaoui and 

23 Oughilal. 

24 Q. Two were missing? 

25 A. Yes. 
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1 Q. How many would you have expected not to be there at this 

2 time of day? 

3 A. One. 

4 Q. Did anybody have any knowledge of why two were missing? 

5 A. Not really. We hadn't had the vehicle bus come down 

6 either so we had missed the crew change. And because of 

7 what was going on I think there was an assumption we had 

8 more to deal with on site and there was an assumption 

9 that the crew change had been, something had happened 

10 with the crew change. It was unusual that two drivers 

11 weren't there but since these drivers have come back 

12 from leave on Saturday, from their conge, team A were 

13 always an interesting management. They were slightly 

14 harder on, sort of, to man manage than the other team. 

15 Q. These were team A? 

16 A. This is team A had come back and there had been 

17 a wildcat strike called by some of them up in the BdV on 

18 the Saturday that I had arrived back. After they had 

19 been told it was illegal they very quickly came back to 

20 work but with the guys I had, there wasn't the same ease 

21 in communication. 

22 Q. When you say they were difficult to man manage, had 

23 there been other times when one of the team A drivers 

24 hadn't been where they should have been? 

25 A. This was the first time I had worked with team A. Up 
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1 there was a change of radio channel. They moved to 

2 a repeater when they moved closer to In Amenas and you 

3 normally got a confirmation when they had departed 

4 La Reculee, when they were moving on. And what we had 

5 was a mix of chatter on the radios. I can't remember 

6 exactly the time at that particular stage. 

7 Q. But I think you did try and make contact with Yann 

8 Desyeux? 

9 A. Yes. No, I called in to him basically to say we were on 

10 lock down and we were all okay. Communication was 

11 difficult with him. Firstly, he was whispering in 

12 French and I think you know, the radio -- it was okay 

13 but there were difficulties in -- he had other things to 

14 worry about. I thought I got the message across that we 

15 were locked down, we were okay and just he was -- 

16 I believe, in contact with the radio operator at that 

17 particular time. 

18 Q. But he wasn't able to pass you any useful information 

19 about what was happening? 

20 A. As I said, it was very difficult to translate and 

21 understand. I'm a reasonably confident French speaker 

22 but under these particular circumstances it was 

23 difficult to get the precision and I didn't feel he was 

24 in a position where he could talk as clearly as normal. 

25 Q. I think there came a time later in the morning when you 

Page 103 

 

1 until December I had been working on rig 20.  I had 

2 a different team of drivers.  The team A drivers there 

3 were different.  So this is the first time I had seen 

4 team A come back.  It is the first time they had worked 

5 with me since Saturday, Saturday 12th.  The drivers 

6 I had worked with from team B initially were slightly 

7 stand off-ish at the beginning of January but we had 

8 come to a good working arrangement. 

9 Q.  But from what you are describing it sounds as though 

10 team A had a reputation that you had heard of for not 

11 doing what they were told or not being where they should 

12 be or is that probably taking it too far? 

13 A.  That's probably taking it too far.  I just remember 

14 slightly more management challenges when dealing with 

15 them.  There was less -- again, sorry, this is team A on 

16 a separate rig.  The team A on a separate rig I believe 

17 were the rotation had started slightly more stronger 

18 actions during the strike the previous year. 

19 Q.  And I think you had radios at your -- 

20 A.  Yes. 

21 Q.  And what did you learn if anything from the radio? 

22 A.  Things were not as they should be.  The normal reason 

23 I would be hearing at this time would be vehicles 

24 departing, vehicles moving out of the airport, escort 

25 calling in, moving, I can't remember exactly where but 
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1 did hear a clear voice on the radio. It was in 

2 non-English? 

3 A. Yes, I think before 10 o'clock there was a call on the 

4 radio indicating they had, I think, bombs, hostages and 

5 wanted to speak to the general manager. I believe at 

6 that stage that he was actually named, they asked for 

7 Lotfi. 

8 Q. And this was a terrorist asking? 

9 A. Yes, it certainly wasn't Papa Charlie, it wasn't someone 

10 I had heard before on the radio. 

11 Q. And they were saying -- can you clarify what they were 

12 saying? 

13 A. I believe they had hostages -- I think I put -- 

14 Q. I have it in the statement in front of me. 

15 A. He was basically saying "we have hostages". 

16 Q. We have bombs and we want to speak to the general 

17 manager and they named Lotfi? 

18 A. Yes, I believe they did name Lotfi, Mr Benadouda. 

19 Q. I believe as the day went on somebody approached your 

20 camp? 

21 A. Yes, I was outside the perimeter with the Gendarme 

22 lieutenant. We were siting lighting giraffes, these are 

23 small trailers with projector lights and we were pushing 

24 these out 100, 200 metres outside the perimeter. The 

25 intention was we would see should anyone try to approach 
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under cover of night. We were siting them on the 

eastern side when from the northeast we saw a figure 

coming in. Having discussed this with the lieutenant he 

initiated a close down, a lock down. I don't think we 

knew who it was so we weren't taking any chances on this 

particular thing. They went out. Talked to the 

individual, brought him in and it was a PSP guard, which 

is a subcontractor for Schlumberger, which had been 

guarding some equipment on frack site TG432. 

Q. And I think he told you he had seen some other people? 

A. He didn't tell me directly. He didn't speak much French 

so this was stuff which was relayed to me while the 

Gendarme lieutenant and one of the KCA guys was talking 

to him. 

Q. So there was a conversation in Arabic? 

A. A conversation in Arabic. 

Q. Who was present when that happened? 

A. The Algerian lieutenant. I can't remember whether it 

was one of our service companies or one of the KCA guys. 

Q. Another Algerian? 

A. Yes, an Algerian guy from one of the rig group. 

Q. And yourself? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Anybody else present? 

A. Honestly I can't recollect. There may well have been. 
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1 where the Schlumberger FRAC equipment was. 

2 Q.  And he didn't describe a vehicle? 

3 A.  I can't recollect, sorry.  We had had vehicle movement 

4 up and down the manifold.  Manifold 5 is the grey line 

5 that runs from the north down to the south of our 

6 location but, you know, you are talking about a distance 

7 of 2 to 3 kilometres, vehicles behind a berm and -- 

8 Q.  You had seen some vehicle movement? 

9 A.  We had seen vehicle movement but not vehicle movement we 

10 could identify.  I think we had seen some movement later 

11 in the day.  It was very difficult to work out if it was 

12 a JV vehicle or a Gendarme green and white or -- a green 

13 and white is basically a Landcruiser but with the 

14 Gendarme livery on.  So he was walking pretty much in 

15 a straight line from TG342 to TG377 and was 

16 approximately 400 metres out when he was seen. 

17 Q.  I think then that was the last visitor of any sort to 

18 the site that day? 

19 A.  No, we had a drive in later on in the day.  We had a JCB 

20 at 6.30 -- sorry, 16.30. 

21 Q.  And the JCB came.  Where had the JCB come from? 

22 A.  The JCB had been on site at Hassi Faridi 6.  This is the 

23 previous site that I had been on. 

24 Q.  Is that marked on the map? 

25 A.  No, it's about 40 kilometres south in the Hassi Faridi 
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It was just in front of the entry to the military camp 

and there were people about. I can't remember if we had 

lifted the stand, the lock down at that stage. I can't 

recollect precisely. 

Q. What was translated to you or what were you told about 

what the man had said? 

A. From what I understood he had been approached by three 

individuals, two with small arms, one with an RPG. 

I can't recollect the exact details of the conversation 

but there seemed to be a run for your life, flee, there 

was a sort of encouragement for him to go towards our 

location. 

Q. Anything else? 

A. Yes, they weren't military. He was fairly sure they 

were not Armed Forces. I mean, I'm not sure if there is 

any sort of -- 

Q. There is nothing more in your witness statement. I just 

wondered whether you recollected any more? 

A. I mean, I -- there was no mention of a vehicle and where 

they headed, I think they might have headed towards the 

CPF afterwards. 

Q. He was at a location how far from your rig? 

A. He was at a location two contours to our northeast so if 

you are -- basically on that first map it's marked. So 

if you look at TG342 he was at that particular location 
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1 dunes. It's about 40 kilometres directly south from the 

2 BdV. Rig 20 had been there. It had been closed down. 

3 And I believe the backhoe, the JCB had been doing some 

4 clean up work there. It was from a service company 

5 called BASP and was normally allocated, I believe, to 

6 our rig and he -- we noticed him on the sort of as he 

7 drove down the, I think it was the last kilometre, 

8 kilometre and a half, of the road that runs north/south 

9 into TG377. 

10 The Gendarme corporal -- I was out at the perimeter 

11 at this stage turning on the lights. I think we had 

12 a forklift being driven by the KCA mechanic who was 

13 sighting some further giraffes out to the northwest, so 

14 we were trying to get an illuminated perimeter around 

15 the site. And I think the initial concern was firstly, 

16 what is it and what has it got in its bucket? So we 

17 then initiated lock down again. The Gendarmes went 

18 forward, stopped the vehicle, cleared the driver and 

19 then Mr Rahmouni when questioned remembered that he had 

20 asked the guy to come to our location but had forgotten 

21 to mention it. 

22 Q. When you are describing the different safety procedures 

23 you are doing with the Gendarmes how much of that was 

24 under your direction? Were you making the suggestions 

25 and you -- 
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A. Generally the lock downs are initiated by the Gendarmes 

so they would either sound the alarm or -- you go all back.  

They would take over the sort of -- they would come        

to the front, so to speak. They would basically 

want expats and everyone else out the way. 

Q. But things like the safety procedures, putting the skips 

there, deciding to put the forklift there? 

A. That was my call. 

Q. We are not hearing from any of the Algerian forces or 

Gendarmes at the inquest, but I am interested in your 

perception of their level of professionalism in terms of 

predicting the need for safety measures and acting upon 

it. How much of this was you with your previous 

experience and role directing things and how much was 

them taking initiative and -- 

A. It is more a collegiate approach in that I wasn't in 

a position to tell them to do anything. They are 

security forces of our host nation or our hosts. But 

I had a good rapport with the lieutenant and the 

sergeants and discussed, made suggestions. Some things 

he said no to, some things he said yes to. At one stage he 

had talked about moving all the expats into rooms in the 

centre and we discussed the practicalities of that. 

The camp was full and I think he ended up putting 

a permanent guard outside the JV, the expat 
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1 you don't know what they are.  So I don't think I have 

2 any particular knowledge or -- what's possible to see or 

3 not possible to see. 

4 Q.  I think you did see some helicopter activity? 

5 A.  Yes. 

6 Q.  Tell us about that. 

7 A.  We had basically from the mid-morning, I can't remember 

8 exactly what time, I think we had an MI-8, a hip, one of 

9 the ones I believe that was based at In Amenas flying 

10 over the field circling the BdV.  It would be on station 

11 maybe for an hour, an hour and a half.  Then disappear. 

12 I'm not sure whether it was -- you know, it would be 

13 there and then it would come back, another one would 

14 come back.  So we had a variety of helicopters overhead. 

15 Q.  Did you hear any shooting from the helicopters at any 

16 point? 

17 A.  On Wednesday, no. 

18 Q.  On Thursday? 

19 A.  Not that I could directly link.  I think that I had had 

20 heard something about midday, 1 o'clock on Thursday but 

21 I wouldn't be able to say hand on heart that it came 

22 from there.  It might have been rockets.  But again, 

23 this is conversation, hearsay from others that I can't 

24 confirm personally. 

25 Q.  If we go back to the photograph we started with with the 
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accommodation instead, well JV accommodation. KCA 

were -- 

Q. From what you are describing it doesn't sound as if 

there was any question in your mind that he was up to 

the job? 

A. I think he was up to the job. Yes -- no, I don't think 

I had any concerns on -- they may not have had the same 

breadth of training as, say, a first world European or 

north, you know, western forces, but they were -- no, 

they were professional. 

Q. I think over the evening there was no particular 

incidents but somebody informed you that they had seen 

a drone? 

A. I had been informed by Mr McDaniel, the company man, 

I think it was him or Mr Whitted, that he was in fairly 

continual contact with someone I believe in the 

American, I'm not sure if it was Algiers or elsewhere, 

that there was something overhead. 

Q. He hadn't seen it, he had been told about it? 

A. Hadn't seen it I don't think, but I was informed there 

was something overhead but I didn't see it. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge of drones from your army 

experience or security experience? If not -- 

A. No, not rely that's particularly relevant. I mean 

I live near an airfield. You sometimes see things but 
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1 chicane and the digger and the forklift, I think there 

2 is a plume of smoke in the background. Can you tell us 

3 about that? 

4 A. I believe that was the flare off. I believe that was -- 

5 sorry, wrong. That was the flare to the west of the CPF 

6 and if I understood the plume, that was the system 

7 purging itself of -- I presumed it was part of a shut 

8 down and an automatic process of purging whatever was in 

9 the system to burn off, to reduce. 

10 Q. When did that first appear? 

11 A. I would say I probably noticed it when the sun came up. 

12 I wouldn't be able to say hand on heart when it 

13 appeared. The flare went on for quite a while. I think 

14 we could still see the flare later on that day. 

15 Q. Then I think on Friday 18 there was a time when you saw 

16 a change in that or a different plume. Tell us about 

17 that. 

18 A. Yes. Around 4.45, 4.30, 4.45 basically we saw a plume 

19 of smoke on the horizon, very different, slightly 

20 broader, slightly flatter and to the east of where the 

21 flare stack was, so. 

22 Q. Were they both then going at that time? 

23 A. No, the flare, I can't remember when the flare had gone 

24 out. It had burnt certainly for the first 12 hours. 

25 I can't recollect it on the Thursday but then the Friday 
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afternoon there was a definite, different location, 

black smoke but not as concentrated as from a flare 

stack. 

Q.  Did you hear any explosion from where you were? 

A.  No.  We're down 70, 80 metres.  The CPF already then is 

slightly back so it's -- we're very much in dead ground 

to the CPF. 

Q.  Then I think after another night without incident 

eventually a Gendarme escort arrived -- 

A.  That's correct, yes. 

Q.  -- to take you away? 

A.  The escort was supposed to be taking us out the 

afternoon before. Around 4.15 an escort had been 

agreed.  Obviously with whatever was related to the 

smoke on Friday afternoon that was then delayed.  And 

I think they arrived shortly after 9.15 on Saturday 

morning. 

Q. And that was an escort from the Gendarmes? 

A.  Yes, so it was a number of green and white -- we had 

prepped -- vehicles had been prepared, the vehicles we 

had on site, the OLC vehicle, the HSE vehicle and one of 

the KCA pickups.  Sorry, OLC vehicle, health and safety 

guys' vehicle and the drilling contractor's pickup were 

on site and we were proposing to use those to drive 

ourselves out with a Gendarme escort accompanying us. 
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1 Gendarmes.  As well as military powers he also has, you 

2 know, he is local law enforcement. 

3 Q.  And there was no question he was in contact with his 

4 colleagues at the main base? 

5 A.  He was.  He had a mobile phone and during the course, 

6 I can't remember if it was Wednesday or Thursday, they 

7 requisitioned a satellite phone from -- of the two 

8 satellite phones that we had.  There was a discussion on 

9 that and basically as it was for their communications 

10 and they were fundamentally providing security for our 

11 site it wasn't that difficult a decision. 

12 THE CORONER:  I think unless it is only a minute or so more 

13 I think we'll break off now.  It has to be dealt with at 

14 some point.  So let's do that.  So 2.15. 

15 (1.15 pm) 

16  (Luncheon Adjournment) 

17 (2.15 pm) 

18 MS DOLAN:  Mr Martin, I just want to move on to the last 

19 part of your evidence, what you saw when you were taken 

20 from the rig and were returning towards VCP1. 

21 A.  Yes. 

22 Q.  Because I think as you were returning there you saw some 

23 of the aftermath of the events? 

24 A.  That's correct, yes. 

25 Q.  First of all, tell us what route you took to get back 
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I think three or four green and white Toyota 

Landcruisers 105s and a Mercedes G wagon turned up. 

Again all of them in Gendarmes livery.  We weren't going 

to be able to take our own vehicles out so we basically 

took the bag we had been told to prepare and moved into 

spare seats within that convoy. 

Q.  So essentially what had been required of you was to stay 

put -- 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  -- with the Gendarmes that you had? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And wait until there are enough Gendarmes, sufficient to 

come and get you -- 

A.  Until they were in a position to get us out.  If we had 

had the three vehicles, if we had had the three vehicles 

available as an escort on Wednesday morning, we would 

probably cut straight across the route nationale 3 and 

tried to self evacuate Wednesday morning.  As it was the 

Gendarmes' lieutenant's, discussion with him with only 

one escort vehicle, the other -- only three other 

vehicles we had he didn't feel that he could provide 

a strong enough escort for us to evacuate on the 

Wednesday. 

Q.  And you have to go along with his decision on that? 

A.  They're the legal authority.  I mean, it's the 
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1 towards the -- 

2 A. Initially when the convoy left we bumped into a civilian 

3 vehicle that was, that had been allowed into the area, 

4 which halted us. We then picked up the road that ran to 

5 the east about a kilometre to the north of the rig, 

6 heading towards trunk line 6, a gap in trunk line 6, and 

7 it looked like initially we were going to go straight 

8 towards route nationale 3. I think about 3 or 

9 4-kilometres afterwards either for some reason, possibly 

10 because of the terrain, because they weren't 

11 100 per cent sure, our route changed and we then went 

12 almost back on ourselves up towards VCP2, the ramp up 

13 the falaise towards VCP2. Through VCP2 past the waste 

14 treatment area and then parked up outside the Gendarme 

15 camp. 

16 Again, had to give a list of names, nationalities, 

17 it was a fairly -- every single point we went through we 

18 had to account for the nationalities and names of who 

19 was being checked on and checked off. 

20 While at the Gendarme camp before turning in we had 

21 driven past a car that was on its side and burnt out. 

22 Q. Can I just stop you there and see if we can locate on 

23 a map where you saw them? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. We have I think a map that you produced yourself or 
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1 marked upon when you gave your witness statement. If 

2 you recognise this, Mr Martin, is that your handwriting? 

3 A. To my mother's regret, yes. Yes, so if you look at the 

4 Gendarme camp, so put the cursor on, if you could go up 

5 fractionally and then across to the right and up again, 

6 there is a small triangle just to the right of the 

7 cursor and that's where the vehicle that was burnt out 

8 and on its side was. And it had, what I believed was 

9 cannon fire. This is working on large calibre holes 

10 through it, both I believe on the side and on the roof. 

11 Q. You could see that from where you were? 

12 A. We drove within a few metres of it. 

13 Q. And then I think you also saw some other vehicles? 

14 A. Yes. When we were, if you move the cursor down to the 

15 left and to the right along the line of the track, 

16 a little bit further down, we then -- up a little bit. 

17 On that bend we were parked up for maybe 15, 20 minutes. 

18 I saw a Gendarme that I had worked with before and 

19 started talking to him about the various things round 

20 and about and there was a vehicle, a Toyota Landcruiser, 

21 FJ, the 70 series, a slightly older blockier version, an 

22 older model but a new vehicle, one of the 16 or 17 that 

23 had been on the project for a number of months awaiting 

24 re-fit for use, with no sign of fire damage, but 

25 possible small arms fire and the Gendarme explained that 

Page 117 

 

1 Q.  That is what we hoped you could do for us, place the 

2 background. 

3 A.  Right.  Looking at it I believe this is taken towards -- 

4 from the road towards the Gendarme camp.  I believe 

5 though -- I think those lights are in the Gendarme camp 

6 but I can't recollect for certain and I think the fence 

7 to the right is round, it might be a waste water pit or 

8 a (inaudible) pit but I think that's the -- yes, it is 

9 I'm 90 per cent, 95 per cent that is what I call vehicle 

10 5. 

11 THE CORONER:  Vehicle 5? 

12 MS DOLAN:  Four. 

13 A.  Sorry, vehicle 4.  Sorry, vehicle 4; the one on the 

14 junction to the Gendarmes' camp within close proximity 

15 of the white top. 

16 Q.  In a moment we will also put a clearer map up with some 

17 markings but we'll take you through the photographs 

18 first. 

19 This isn't a vehicle in situ. 

20 THE CORONER:  Sorry, I just want to check one thing before 

21 we go on.  What I just want to make sure is that -- can 

22 we just identify that picture that has just been shown 

23 that you have said you think is identical to what you 

24 have marked as vehicle -- just so we have a reference on 

25 the transcript.  I don't mind however you will be able 
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1 they had stopped it with small arms fire. They had shot 

2 it from the corner of the military compound. Beyond 

3 that there was wreckage on the ground which I couldn't 

4 readily identify at the time but when we drove past 

5 I could see was the carcass of a similar, I believe, 

6 Landcruiser, model of a Landcruiser but had sustained 

7 what looked like an explosion of some sort. There was 

8 a lot of debris, I think the roof had been lifted off as 

9 well. 

10 Q. And that is marked on the map where that bigger circle 

11 is? 

12 A. Yes, that's right. 

13 Q. I am going to show you some pictures that we have of the 

14 vehicles but before I do so I know that some of the 

15 family members might not want to see the vehicles so 

16 I will pause for a moment in case anybody wants to leave 

17 court. (Pause) 

18 So you described a vehicle that you recall seeing on 

19 its side. I think you have on this map called it 

20 vehicle 4? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Just off the top of the screen there. Is that -- does 

23 that mean anything to you, that picture? 

24 A. Yes. That looks very similar to it. I'm -- I'm trying 

25 to place the background, but -- 
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1 to find it again, just so we know if we need to go back 

2 and see what it was you were shown. 

3 MS DOLAN: Sir, we will give it the Met exhibit number and 

4 we do have a coroner's number in a moment but it is 

5 ASG/4 and then it's DSC 110. 

6 THE CORONER: All right. So assuming that is the number for 

7 the photograph you were just shown that, you think, is 

8 the same as what you call vehicle 4? 

9 A. It's -- it is a very similar aspect to how we drove past 

10 so I believe that that photograph has been taken from 

11 the tarmac facing towards the Gendarme camp and it is, 

12 as I said, 90/95 per cent certain apart from the low 

13 sand in the background that it is the one that we saw. 

14 MS DOLAN: This next one, which for the record is ASG4, DSC 

15 00123 is not a vehicle in situ but you described 

16 a vehicle which had been stopped by small arms fire. 

17 Does that picture assist at all? 

18 A. It does. It is of the same model. I believe the 

19 vehicle did have a roof rack fitted on top of the safety 

20 system roll bars. I wasn't close enough to see the 

21 damage on the windscreen. It was at a distance of maybe 

22 100, 150 metres but that I would say is very, very -- is 

23 a very close match to the vehicle I saw. 

24 Q. And you described that as being a vehicle which hadn't 

25 taken much physical damage to its structure? 

Page 120 

http://www.merrillcorp.com/mls


Day 14 In Amenas Inquest 8 October 2014 

31 (Pages 121 to 124) 

8th Floor 165 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2DY 

Merrill Corporation 
(+44) 207 404 1400 

www.merrillcorp.com/mls 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 

A.  It hadn't been on fire.  It looked bar what looked like 

some small arms fire on it from a distance, which 

I couldn't be precise about the quantity or exact 

damage, it looked pretty much like someone had parked 

their car just off the corner of the Gendarme camp. 

Q.  Then finally the one that you had circled, vehicle 6, 

closer to the BdV area that you said was exploded.  Does 

that help at all? 

A.  It is -- yes.  I believe that is -- there is -- I think 

I had seen a photo afterwards of similar wreckage but 

with the BdV radio tower in the background, so a shot 

taken from the north.  I'm not sure where that's from. 

It is in a very similar condition but I couldn't say from 

the ground whether that's exactly it but it's similar    

in disruption.  The front end and the back end were 

there but the middle had suffered a catastrophic 

explosion. 

Q.  Then this is NAS 41 which is -- 

THE CORONER:  Sorry, can we just identify that one? 

MS DOLAN:  That is NAS 14 011. 

THE CORONER:  Just so we have a record.  Thank you. 

MS DOLAN:  Then coming up is just the satellite shot of the 

site with what appear to be the positions you have 

suggested.  I just want to check if these positions -- 

on this map it has D, E and F.  Are they correctly -- 
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1 Q.  So you are clear it is that one in the triangle.  We can 

2 see another vehicle or something that appears to be on 

3 the piste road? 

4 A.  No, I'm 99 per cent confident it is on the triangle.  It 

5 was on the right as we went in and -- 

6 Q.  Thank you.  We called those vehicles 4, 5 and 6.  Did 

7 you see any other vehicles? 

8 A.  No.  I'm not sure where from, whether it had been the 

9 Gendarmes the day before or the Thursday, but there had 

10 been talk about six vehicles and that three of them had 

11 gone on down to the CPF and I couldn't see them.  From 

12 there the road goes down a convex, a very gentle convex 

13 slope so you can't see after a very short period of 

14 time.  You can see the top of the buildings, the top of 

15 the CPF but you can't see the actual road as it 

16 disappears over the brow. 

17 Q.  This is on Saturday, 20 January? 

18 A.  Sorry, Saturday 19th. 

19 Q.  Yes, Friday is the 18th.  On Saturday 19th and? 

20 A.  Thursday 17th was when we had had the lock down because 

21 these vehicles, this vehicle convoy and the reaction to 

22 it. 

23 Q.  Did the Gendarmes tell you anything about terrorists 

24 still being around? 

25 A.  I asked -- when we had driven past the -- as we had 
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A.  D relates to vehicle 4, E relates to vehicle 5 and F 

relates to vehicle 6 though there was the car, there was 

the debris, I think particularly the roof, was 

substantially further away, maybe 50 or 60 metres. 

Q.  I think we have a closer one of F.  A closer picture 

which is NAS 23/7.  This is without any markings on it 

but does this help? 

A.  Yes, yes.  So box F relates to vehicle 6. 

Q.  Which is that in the bottom almost centre? 

A.  Bottom centre, maybe 100 metres above where the piste 

and the rough track join. 

Q.  For box D or vehicle 4 are you able to help us with if 

it is shown on this photograph? 

A.  Yes, it is.  It's -- if you go to, if the cursor goes up 

to maybe 3 or 4-centimetres below and goes up and left 

to the junction, the T junction, the hard top 

T junction, further up the road, up and then across to 

the left, other left, just at about 2 o'clock of the cursor 

at the moment. (Indicated) 

Q.  So we can see that -- the black? 

A.  The black in the triangle, when we drove through 

I recall seeing it on the right-hand side and we turned 

round it.  I was able to look through the back window 

past the burnt out tyre on the rear and to see that it 

had been burnt out inside. 
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1 moved from VCP2 to the Gendarme camp we had gone through 

2 a number of different checks of sorts and when -- there 

3 was obviously some military activity still ongoing, it 

4 looked like there was a physical cordon along the ground 

5 and I tried to talk to the driver who didn't have much 

6 French at all and to the Gendarme who I knew, was 

7 acquainted with on the road, asked about terrorists.  He 

8 said there may have been four or five.  Asked about 

9 hostages and he didn't really answer the question.  And 

10 I think I had also asked about Gendarme casualties 

11 because Thursday or the Friday there had been -- it 

12 seemed one of the Gendarmes who was normally a bit of 

13 a hard case had broken down in some emotional distress. 

14 Q.  One of the Gendarmes at the rig? 

15 A.  This was a patrol that had come in, I think perhaps 

16 Friday afternoon, we had had two visits to the sites and 

17 I think I asked if there had been any Gendarme 

18 casualties or fatalities but that sort of information 

19 doesn't get shared with a foreigner and again it wasn't 

20 a question that was addressed in the negative or 

21 positively with any particular conclusion. 

22 Q.  Just to clarify, you mentioned there a patrol.  So while 

23 you had been at the rig there had also been Gendarme 

24 patrols coming by to check on you? 

25 A.  There were two that I can recall.  We had a five convoy 
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1 from the 419 which was the squadron allocated to the rig 

2 and I believe we also had a GGF. A GGF is a Gendarme 

3 Guard Frontier. So we had had two visits from separate 

4 Gendarmes and they were moving in five vehicle convoys 

5 but treating it as a high threat environment. 

6 MS DOLAN: Thank you, Mr Martin. I have no more questions 

7 to ask you but others will. 

8 Questions from MR RITCHIE 

9 MR RITCHIE: May it please you, sir. Mr Martin, you 

10 provided a GPS map which the families have not seen 

11 before. I represent the family of Carlos Estrada. My 

12 name is Andrew Ritchie. I wonder if that could be 

13 brought back up on screen? Did you say that was 

14 produced from a machine within your car. 

15 A. No, it's -- this is a printout from a Google Earth 

16 screen grab. Before I left the GPS this is from -- when 

17 moving around the field because there was sometimes 

18 variations I had previously, from previous habits, I had 

19 also had a GPS in the car and so previously I had got 

20 into the habit of downloading a GPX file, a GPS file 

21 which you can throw on Google Earth and you can project 

22 the route where you have been on it. 

23 Q. Wonderful. 

24 A. So this is I think -- this is a screen grab I have done 

25 from a long time before. 
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1 Q.  Was the Enafor 20 rig on that site? 

2 A.  Yes, it was. 

3 Q.  Were you there back in February 2012? 

4 A.  No I joined the project in late March, early April 2012. 

5 Q.  So you yourself didn't see any arms cache when you were 

6 there? 

7 A.  No. 

8 Q.  Did you hear of any arms cache? 

9 A.  Not that I can recall. 

10 Q.  Can I come to the zone patrol document that you 

11 produced.  It is not a document that the BP JV produced 

12 but it was exhibited to your witness statement and it is 

13 at Tom Martin 2.  If you want to have a look at it in 

14 the witness bundle, please do, Mr Martin.  Do you have 

15 that? 

16 A.  Yes. 

17 Q.  Thank you for producing this.  On the third page, 3 of 

18 5, it details zone 3 and zone 4.  Were you down in one 

19 of those zones when you were on T212? 

20 A.  Trunk line 4 ties in with -- sorry, zone 4 ties in with 

21 trunk line 6.  We were off trunk line 6 but generally 

22 speaking these zone patrol procedures apply for people 

23 who were living the BdV to go out and work in the area. 

24 Because I had integral escort capability on the rig. 

25 Q.  You weren't too troubled by these? 
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1 Q.  Routes you personally had driven? 

2 A.  No, not me.  It is the one the GPS had done.  So a GPS 

3 will continually track its route so these are historic 

4 routes both of myself and other people. 

5 Q.  I see.  For the GPS in that vehicle, routes that vehicle 

6 had done? 

7 A.  No, the GPS is mounted within the vehicle so it is where 

8 the GPS has been.  So it may not have been the same 

9 vehicle.  If somebody had put it in a vehicle and turned 

10 it on it would have tracked. 

11 Q.  Thank you very much.  Is it right that as shown there, 

12 there are a number of tracks that lead to the CPF and 

13 the BdV which do not go necessarily through either VCP1 

14 or VCP2? 

15 A.  Only one that I'm aware of which is the grey route to 

16 the northwest of VCP2 on the map. 

17 Q.  Have you driven on trunk line 5 for instance?  Because 

18 that goes all the way up to the N3, doesn't it? 

19 A.  I haven't operated on the falaise in OLC so I haven't 

20 driven trunk line 5. 

21 Q.  Can I come to your time at Hassi Farida? 

22 A.  Yes. 

23 Q.  Did you work at the Hassi Farida 5 site? 

24 A.  That was the one I initially joined the project on, 

25 Hassi Farida 5. 
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1 A. Not so much that I -- these were displayed for reference 

2 in the OLC office for people to particular familiarise 

3 themselves in and out but because my movement was 

4 restricted as and when the Gendarmes agreed we could 

5 move generally during daylight hours and we were always 

6 moving -- we called in but we didn't have the same 

7 requirement to pick up an escort on leaving because we 

8 had this integral escort facility within our rig. 

9 Q. You didn't have to call for one. Can I come then to -- 

10 A. Well military escorts were always requested so even on 

11 the rig site with an integral military detachment and 

12 vehicles there was always an escort request put in which 

13 I believe was coordinated with the Gendarme control. 

14 Q. Did any of your rotations involve you doing night duty 

15  at T212? 

16 A. T212 is 24 hour duty so you're always there, you're 

17 always on site. 

18 Q. But did you sleep every night or did it involve you 

19 doing night duty? 

20 A. I was on call 24 hours but generally I would be sleeping 

21 in between say 11 o'clock and 5.30/6.00. 

22 Q. So subject to that when you were up and about did you 

23 see any Gendarme patrols out in the field at night after 

24 dark? 

25 A. Yes. We had. 

Page 128 

http://www.merrillcorp.com/mls


Day 14 In Amenas Inquest 8 October 2014 

33 (Pages 129 to 132) 

8th Floor 165 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2DY 

Merrill Corporation 
(+44) 207 404 1400 

www.merrillcorp.com/mls 

 

 

 

 
1 Q. What did you see? 

2 A. I can think of two, perhaps three occurrences where we 

3 had a patrol visit us down on -- at that stage it would 

4 be Hassi Farida 6. I believe we had a visit -- because 

5 they weren't announced when they came in and they talked 

6 directly to the attachment if I was there and I saw it 

7 then I would note it and I believe we had one, possibly 

8 two at TG377. 

9 Q. TG377 being the well site for Rig T212? 

10 A. Well it was the well site for -- Hassi Farida 6 was the 

11 well site for rig 20. Rig 20 finished in December 2012. 

12 I then transferred to T212, TG377. 

13 Q. So on the nine months that you were at Enafor 20 at 

14 Hassi Farida you recall one night visit by a Gendarme 

15 patrol? 

16 A. No, more than one. Two, possibly three occasions, yes. 

17 Q. And do you know the reasons for that? 

18 A. They were on patrol and they came in to check on the 

19 detachment. Perhaps to talk to colleagues. They would 

20 come in, they would stay, maybe have a tea or something 

21 like that and then they would drive off. 

22 Q. At T212 you recall one visit? 

23 A. Possibly one, maybe two. 

24 Q. Can I come then to the protection that the Gendarmes 

25 provided for the expats at T212? 
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recollect, there always a Gendarme 24 hours in the 

guerite, the little watch tower in the Gendarme camp 

that overlooked the entry into TG377. 

Q. Who could see everybody coming in and out? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What other Gendarme protection and/or patrols were there 

at night? 

A. There was, I believe the guerite in the southwest corner 

was manned as well. 

Q. So that is a guard tower in effect? 

A. Yes, sorry, a guard tower. 

Q. For the civilian guards did they man the front entrance 

as well? 

A. They were predominantly concentrating on access control 

and personnel, sorry, bag search in accordance with the JV 

procedures. 

Q. Did they have to log who came in and out and when? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So coming then to the cars and the drivers you say in 

your witness statement that night on the 15th there were 

three cars, 85, 88 and 92 on site. I think it is page 7 

if it helps you? 

A. Yes, I believe so. Those are the -- yes. 

Q. So those are the three cars available on site. What are 

the rules about overnight driving for the drivers? 
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1 A.  Yes. 

2 Q.  I understand there were 30 Gendarmes there? 

3 A.  27. 

4 Q.  27.  And there was a more senior Gendarme in control? 

5 A.  There was a lieutenant and two sergeants. 

6 Q.  They were armed with AK47s? 

7 A.  Yes, though following the incident I then saw that they 

8 had some heavier weapons, I believe PKM, slightly 

9 heavier belt fed machineguns. 

10 Q.  Following the incident? 

11 A.  Following the incident on Wednesday I saw them deploying 

12 PKMs on to their positions. 

13 Q.  So they had not only AK47s but also something called 

14 a PKM on site? 

15 A.  Yes, I believe, yes.  Although -- it is a long time 

16 since I have done recognition but I believe it was 

17 a belt fed. 

18 Q.  That is some sort of machinegun, is it? 

19 A.  It is a belt fed 0.762 machinegun. 

20 Q.  A belt fed machinegun with a little tripod thingy? 

21 A.  Bipod. 

22 Q.  Thank you.  And did you say the Gendarmes manned the 

23 berms at night?  I didn't fully understand what they -- 

24 A.  Yes, so they didn't man the berms -- so pre the start of 

25 the incident there was, as far as I can correctly 
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A. They have an exemption because they're there, it is 

a 24 hour duty. Because they are driving the military. 

Normally you wouldn't expect routine driving after dark 

because of the risks inherent with driving in the dark 

in the desert but there was an exception or exemption 

rather for the military drivers and for the Gendarmes. 

If there was a security job each driver was given an 

Ordre de Mission which is a basic piece of paper 

authorising him to move in between particular hours with 

his vehicle. 

Q. Got it. So if the Gendarmes wanted a car those drivers 

were available? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Otherwise were they just allowed to go out and about on 

their own? 

A. No. Their duty station was with the vehicles on site. 

Q. You say that there were six drivers available to T212 

but team A was on and that was Lahcene Cehffaoui, 

Mohamed Ouled and Mohamed Oughilal, if I have pronounced 

those correctly but you will find those on page 6 of 

your -- 

A. So in total we had 12 drivers, six on team A, six on 

team B, shift on, shift off. 

Q. Day and night? 

A. And within those six they were split into a night shift 
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1 and a day shift. 

2 Q.  Understood.  You have said that team A came on and there 

3 was a wildcat strike almost immediately on Saturday, the 

4 12th? 

5 A.  Yes. 

6 Q.  But not your drivers? 

7 A.  No.  They -- the drivers during the course of the 

8 industrial action at the end of -- during the latter 

9 half of 2012, the kind of rule of thumb that was not 

10 formally written but agreed is that if there was going 

11 to be any strike issues that we're a small group, we're 

12 in an isolated location, if there's strike problems then 

13 you guys keep it up at BdV, if you're down here you're 

14 on standby, but, for example, we had two drivers who 

15 wanted to go on hunger strike.  Having discussed this 

16 with them and having highlighted that our medical 

17 facilities on the rig site were not appropriate they 

18 agreed that concentrating any particular strike action 

19 they wanted to do would be up at the top.  So generally 

20 speaking we tried to keep the situation calm on the rig 

21 and if there was -- if there was a problem that they had 

22 their focus, they dealt with their strike issues up on 

23 the BdV in the car park. 

24 Q.  Was that the time when a threat was made by the hunger 

25 strikers? 
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1 of -- they would work but they would work to rule, so to 

2 speak.  So only two spec tacks, and on posing the 

3 question of: look, is anyone free or interested or able 

4 to go into town for a spec tack tomorrow?  Yes, fine, 

5 tomorrow, no problem. 

6 So it was something that had previously been treated 

7 in a very precise manner of "no, we've only done one or 

8 two trips" to being, "yes, not a problem" and it was, 

9 yes, there was a drop in eye contact.  Normally I would 

10 have a small cup of tea or a discussion with them. 

11 There was a game that they would play to occupy their 

12 time but it wasn't the same atmosphere really there had 

13 been the week before. 

14 Q.  Let us come to that morning then.  When you did the roll 

15 call you say that you noticed two drivers were missing. 

16 You had already noticed that the two vehicles were 

17 missing -- 

18 A.  Yes. 

19 Q.  -- because you had being going around doing your duties? 

20 A.  Yes, and the names of the two drivers of the vehicles 

21 were confirmed as missing. 

22 Q.  And the two vehicles were 92 and 85 as you say in your 

23 witness statement? 

24 A.  Yes. 

25 Q.  As I understand it you would expect only one to be gone 
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1 A.  I'm not aware of one.  I have heard since afterwards 

2 but, you know, hearsay, not that I'm directly aware of. 

3 Q.  Not that you heard? 

4 A.  No. 

5 Q.  So I will come to the night of the 15th then.  You said 

6 there was a bad atmosphere on the 15th.  The drivers 

7 avoided eye contact.  Was it just the drivers? 

8 A.  Really since they had come back on Saturday they were 

9 not the easiest people to work with.  The drivers when 

10 they were waiting normally waited in the guardhouse and 

11 the guards would brew tea throughout the night, there 

12 would be mild social chitchat but I don't speak any 

13 conversational Arabic.  The attitude was slightly 

14 different on the Tuesday.  There was one particular 

15 thing that the military had, a sort of a -- once, twice 

16 a week they could do something called a spec tack(?) 

17 where if we didn't have any particular work say on 

18 a Friday when there were no escorts and no movements and 

19 vehicles were available a vehicle could go into town and 

20 take them, one or two soldiers into town and this was 

21 agreed and authorised through the process. 

22 The Gendarme commander had asked if it would be 

23 possible to have an exceptional spec tack on the 

24 Wednesday and since coming back on the Saturday the 

25 drivers had been indicating they were going to be sort 
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1 for the shift? 

2 A. If they were doing a normal shift change, yes. 

3 Q. So that was unusual to have two gone? 

4 A. It was unusual, yes. However, I would say it wasn't 

5 unknown for drivers to be slightly flexible with how 

6 they interpreted their duties or their changeovers. 

7 Q. Did you go and ask the civil guards on the gate when 

8 they left? 

9 A. Not that I can recollect. It was a bit of a busy 

10 morning. 

11 Q. I fully understand that. But once you had done your 

12 lock down and everything else you are all in the camp 

13 for the next three days, at any stage did you find out 

14 when these two drivers left? 

15 A. Not really because it wasn't -- it didn't seem 

16 particularly pertinent to what we were looking -- 

17 dealing with at the time which was to ensure we had 

18 a secure perimeter and we were ready for anything to 

19 come up. So I think it was a question that I might have 

20 posed myself but it wasn't really going to help our 

21 precise situation there at the time. 

22 Q. Understood. I wonder if the copies, photos of car 92 

23 can be shown to Mr Martin, please. Some photos are 

24 going to come on the screen, Mr Martin, of car number 

25 92. All I have is NAS 20. So is that registration 
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1 number, does that confirm that that car is car 92? 

2 A.  Yes, yes. 

3 Q.  Are those bullet holes in the bonnet as far as you can 

4 tell? 

5 A.  They look like them, yes. 

6 Q.  And the windscreen? 

7 A.  I believe so, yes. 

8 Q.  If you go to the second one, 29, if you look at the side 

9 of this vehicle, what appears to be a smashed out window 

10 at the back? 

11 A.  Yes. 

12 Q.  Now, have you subsequently had any explanation of what 

13 happened to car 92, the car that was allocated to 

14 Rig T212? 

15 A.  This is the first time I've seen these photos.  There 

16 was a question raised and I believe that it had 

17 confirmed that both the cars were still on the project. 

18 But no, this is the first time that I'm aware that any 

19 bullet damage or what looks like it had occurred to the 

20 vehicle. 

21 Q.  Had you gone back to the project? 

22 A.  I am working on a different part of the project at the 

23 moment. 

24 Q.  A different part but you have been back since? 

25 A.  Not to In Amenas, no. 
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individuals were and one of the questions I think that 

if we had departed as planned, if we had self evacuated 

would we have driven into those three people. 

Q. Absolutely. And whether they had a vehicle or not, 

whether they drove up to the CPF you don't know? 

A. As you say, it is a question which may never be answered 

but we remained on site, remained secure until the 

authorities authorised and facilitated our evacuation. 

Q. One thing is you said you had seen other vehicles going 

along I think you said trunk line 6? 

A. Yes, and we were unable to identify whether they were JV 

or green and whites and again, the distance, the berm 

alongside trunk line 6, the road runs the other side of 

the berm, it means that you can see movement, you can 

see cloud but you are difficult to identify precisely 

what was going on. So there is a possibility it could 

have been a military patrol, it could have been a JV 

vehicle. There were some other movements through our 

area at the time. Enafor 20 was in the process of 

moving from Hassi Farida to Larache which is to the west 

and their last convoy drove right through the incident. 

Q. What time of day did you see that movement? 

A. Off the top of my head I can't remember, it was some 

time during the first day but you can identify large red 

rig trucks from a distance. They are easily 
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1 Q. So when you say "going back to the project" you mean to 

2 In Salah? 

3 A. No. I'm working on a rig in the In Salah area, yes. 

4 Q. Thank you. Then there was a walk-in, 12.45, a figure 

5 approached and you had some secondhand information from 

6 this figure which had come from T342. It is correct, 

7 isn't it, to say that you wouldn't expect men to be 

8 walking around in the southern fields with, I think you 

9 called them light arms? 

10 A. Algeria is not an armed society. It's -- no. 

11 Q. No. So do you presume that those men that met this 

12 member of staff at TG342, the Schlumberger rig, were 

13 terrorists? 

14 A. I'm working on information that had come from the 

15 lieutenant and from whoever was there in the 

16 conversation talking and it didn't sound any recognition 

17 with any Gendarme movements, so I'm making an assumption 

18 that they are related to what's going on up the hill. 

19 Q. And T212 was not attacked by the terrorists. You 

20 basically protected it as best you could and you held 

21 out there for as long as it took for helicopters to 

22 arrive and Gendarme patrols but you were not attacked by 

23 terrorists, were you? 

24 A. No. There is a question I think that I don't know if it 

25 will ever be answered, where those three particular 
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identifiable. 

Q. And is that what you say? 

A. Yes, I think -- probably. 

Q. So it is not related as far as you can tell to any 

terrorist movement it is something likely to have been 

said or is that pushing it too far? 

A. It's difficult to -- I think it is very difficult to 

make any judgment on what it was. These guys were doing 

and finishing their job. I would suspect that they 

probably paid no attention to what was going on and 

carried on and finished their job. 

MR RITCHIE: Thank you very much. Those are all my 

questions. 

Questions from MR OWEN-THOMAS 

MR OWEN-THOMAS: Mr Martin, my name is Owen-Thomas, I ask 

questions on behalf of David Green, father of 

Stephen Green. 

You have mentioned some watch towers which were 

posted around your rig site. I understand there were 

some watch towers also around the outskirts of the BdV, 

the integrated camp. Is that right, were you aware of 

that? 

A. I had seen some but I hadn't really in the nine months 

I had been on the project spent that much time at the 

BdV, maybe a few days total. 
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1 Q.  Are you able to help me with how the two different watch 

2 towers compared in terms of the lights, the size? 

3 A.  Not particularly because the watch towers on the rig 

4 were from KCA.  They were the ones that they provided 

5 with their rig and I have no idea of the provenance of 

6 the watch towers of the BdV. 

7 Q.  Do you know how tall they were at the BdV.  What height 

8 you would be if you were stood on the watch tower, how 

9 high you would be? 

10 A.  Maybe 2 to 3 metres. 

11 Q.  I want to ask you a few questions about the Gendarmes at 

12 your rig site. 

13 A.  Yes. 

14 Q.  You have told us there were 27.  How many awake and on 

15 duty at any one time? 

16 A.  That varied during what the activities were.  So if 

17 there was an escort there would be a few more.  Are you 

18 talking pre lock down or? 

19 Q.  Yes, a normal working day. 

20 A.  A normal -- 

21 Q.  How many of those 27 would be working at any one time? 

22 A.  I don't know whether they were doing 12 hour shifts or 

23 8 hour shifts but you were looking in between 5 and 6 

24 active at any particular one time.  Either in the watch 

25 towers or as the (inaudible) and you generally had 
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1 I've seen worse. 

2 Q.  Well disciplined? 

3 A.  I would say, yes, reasonably disciplined. 

4 Q.  Equipment in good order? 

5 A.  What equipment they had, yes. 

6 Q.  Weapons handling, did you think the drills were 

7 appropriate and safe? 

8 A.  The main thing I was concerned with was weapons handling 

9 in proximity to expats and if they were handling their 

10 weapons that there wasn't a risk of a negligent 

11 discharge or any injury or damage.  The way they handled 

12 their weapons gave me no cause for concern. 

13 Q.  Was there an injury whilst you were? 

14 A.  Not that I'm aware of.  I had heard of one the year 

15 before, a guard in a tower on 212, when he was on TG376 

16 had been approached by I think what he believed was 

17 a rabid dog and had shot at it. 

18 Q.  So a deliberate discharge? 

19 A.  On another site and hearsay, there was a report and this 

20 was one of the guys who was on night duty.  There were 

21 dogs in and around the area. 

22 Q.  Just finally, you have explained how on your drive back 

23 you saw three vehicles that had been involved in the 

24 drive from the BdV to the CPF.  Can I just confirm that 

25 you didn't see any vehicles that were close to the CPF? 
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1 a sergeant or a lieutenant wandering around providing 

2 management oversight. 

3 Q.  On top of the five or six? 

4 A.  As part of the five or six. 

5 Q.  Did that take into account patrol duties? 

6 A.  The Gendarmes on the rig didn't have patrol duties from 

7 the location. 

8 Q.  Forgive me, escort duties? 

9 A.  If there was an escort they would provide an escort so 

10 it was -- they -- how they factored it in I didn't spend 

11 that much detail on but you would see additional 

12 Gendarmes come out of the rooms for escorts. 

13 Q.  So your understanding was it would require 27, 

14 approximately, Gendarmes to provide five or six at any 

15 one time to cover that 24 hours a day? 

16 A.  The allocation of Gendarmes is done outside the JV's 

17 control.  It's what the military believe is appropriate 

18 for the site.  So you sometimes get 27, sometimes more, 

19 sometimes less.  They seem to manage very adequately 

20 with the numbers they had on the site. 

21 Q.  In terms of their demeanour, their turn out, you said 

22 earlier that you regarded them as professional.  Did 

23 you? 

24 A.  For the context of the country and what they do and how 

25 their contracts are, yes.  They -- I've seen better, 
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1 A. The route from VCP2 to the south of the waste handling 

2 area to the tarmac, so there is a slight drop, I saw 

3 some military activity around there but I didn't see any 

4 vehicles or bits of vehicles or things that could have 

5 been tops of vehicles from our route that we took. 

6 MR OWEN-THOMAS: Thank you, Mr Martin. 

7 Questions from MS GERRY 

8 MS GERRY: Mr Martin, can I ask you first of all about some 

9 of your evidence earlier when you were explaining about 

10 the changes that would happen to the T bars at the 

11 entrance to your rig. 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. I think in evidence you said about a week before the 

14 attack it had been identified that it was possible to 

15 take routes to the rig which avoided those T bars and so 

16 more were going to be added? 

17 A. Yes, I think the weekend of the 5th or the 6th the 

18 Gendarme detachment commander from the rig, from the 

19 camp, had come down and he was not satisfied with the 

20 placing of the T bars that had been there. He made, 

21 discussed and made some suggestions in conjunction with 

22 Mr Morgan and Mr Yann Desyeux, we had had a joint 

23 meeting. We agreed that we would bolster those and 

24 improve, you know, meet what he thought was useful. 

25 Q. Do you know what prompted that if anything? Was this 
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1 a regular thing that would happen?  Had there been 

2 a particular review asked for or undertaken? 

3 A.  Not that I can recollect.  One of the things with the 

4 Gendarmes is that sometimes they would insist on 

5 particular actions which they would take to internal 

6 information.  Again, they would very rarely share with 

7 foreigners. Occasionally during, for example during 

8 Ramadan, during festivals we would expect a heightened 

9 level of expectancy.  More Gendarmes out.  Similar in 

10 here, in the UK where, you know, round particular events 

11 there are higher security precautions. 

12 Q.  As far as you were aware there was no particular event 

13 that you were aware of or no particular reason for this 

14 request? 

15 A.  No, the only thing I would say is that we had gone back 

16 to work, so I am not sure whether this is a routine 

17 visit of him able to visit a new site and see it is to 

18 standard.  I am afraid I can't really -- don't have the 

19 info to substantiate that. 

20 Q.  My next question is about when you were alerted by the 

21 lieutenant to the attack.  You timed it at 6.03 taking 

22 into account the fact that you had readjusted your 

23 watch? 

24 A.  Yes. 

25 Q.  Is it right that you were told that the attack was at 
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1 me. 

2 Q. Can I then just ask you about 1 o'clock on the 17th. 

3 You deal with this at page 10 of your witness statement. 

4 Really so that I understand what you are saying happened 

5 here. If you see towards the lower punch hole there is 

6 a paragraph that starts: 

7 "At 1300hrs the Gendarmes sounded the attack alarm. 

8 I encouraged all personnel to get inside and under 

9 cover." 

10 I believe you referred to -- this is on Thursday, 

11 17th, at 1 o'clock. What do you mean by the attack 

12 alarm? 

13 A. The intermittent alarm. So they activated basically 

14 a sort of -- it is a nee nah, the sort of thing you 

15 hear. 

16 Q. Do you know what prompted that, what was the attack 

17 alarm in response to? 

18 A. I had been in a container, the Schlumberger container, 

19 they still had a connection at that stage and we were 

20 trying to pass information back to Hassi so I heard the 

21 alarm through a, muffled through the door. I wasn't 

22 aware of what prompted it but if they've set off the 

23 alarm I wasn't really going to hang around and have 

24 a debate. I was going to make sure that the guys were 

25 clear, under cover and that we basically would let the 
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1 the BdV: was there any mention of the CPF? 

2 A.  No. 

3 Q.  Very specific that it was at the BdV? 

4 A.  Yes, BdV. 

5 Q.  Do you know how the lieutenant had been made aware of 

6 the attack? 

7 A.  The Gendarmes had channel 5 on the radio, so they had 

8 their own radios on, their own channel on the military 

9 net and during the course of the incident he would also 

10 receive instruction over the phone from various other 

11 people. 

12 Q.  So it was your understanding there was some information 

13 that came via channel 5 that was picked up by the 

14 lieutenant? 

15 A.  He had told me something was going on.  I dealt with 

16 what we needed to do.  I didn't look at how he had found 

17 out. 

18 Q.  Which probably makes my next question redundant.  Did 

19 you have a radio on you or did you hear anything at that 

20 time? 

21 A.  No, I had finished work late the night before.  My 

22 back-to-back was coming in on Thursday so I had been 

23 preparing a number of bits for it.  My radio had 

24 discharged so I left it.  Normally in my office I had 

25 a desk set radio so for once I didn't have a radio with 
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1 Gendarmes do whatever response they felt was necessary. 

2 Q. Can you recall whether you heard before the alarm going 

3 off any helicopters overhead, any fire, anything you 

4 could associate with that alarm? 

5 A. No. 

6 Q. So as far as you were concerned everything was peaceful 

7 as it were and then you heard the alarm go off? 

8 A. The morning had been spent in sorting out, bolstering 

9 our defences. There had been some contact from the 

10 service company. They were trying to arrange evacuation 

11 of their people from site, nationals from site. 

12 I didn't hear anything prior to that alarm and the 

13 response after the alarm was immediate action, then sort 

14 out what it was that prompted it. If, as I say, for the 

15 Gendarmes to -- if they have sounded the alarm I would 

16 rather we did immediate action and got ourselves locked 

17 down. 

18 Q. The reason I am asking is it is around this time the 

19 convoy was on the move from the BdV to the CPF and 

20 I wondered whether you had heard the helicopters 

21 attacking and then the alarm had gone off or not. That 

22 was the reason? 

23 A. No, I'm sorry, I have no recollection of sounds before 

24 the alarm. I was indoors at the time. The alarm went 

25 off and came out to see one of the Gendarmes running 
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across from the gate insisting we went inside. 

Q.  Would it appear to you then that it was information 

relayed to the Gendarmes to sound the alarm as opposed 

to their reaction to something? 

A.  I couldn't speculate.  I don't know. 

Q. Then just finally, moving on to your being taken back to 

the Gendarmes camp down via the BdV. As I understand 

it, were there eight expats with you in that part? 

A.  We were nine in total.  So we had I think four, five 

vehicles and we had two to three expats in spare seats 

in the green and whites. 

Q.  Were there any Norwegians amongst you? 

A.  We had no Norwegians on site.  We had two Americans, two 

Brits, two Germans, Portuguese, a New Zealander and a 

Croat. 

Q.  I think actually attached to your witness statement 

there is a list of the expats.  So Richard Cormack was 

the other British? 

A.  That's correct, yes. 

Q.  The list we have there is a list of the people in your 

vehicles, is that right? 

A.  Yes, those are the nine expats, yes. 

Q. Do you know if any of the others were around when you 

were discussing with the Gendarmes or whether they had 

any conversation with the Gendarmes about the vehicles 
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1 the internal was burnt out? 

2 A. I can remember as we turned the corner looking through 

3 and seeing the zig zag wire of the upholstery so the 

4 foam, the padding, the cover had burnt off. But it 

5 looked like the inside of a burnt out car. 

6 Q. And the car that you saw with the bullets in didn't 

7 appear to have any kind of crash or any damage, it was 

8 just damage caused by light arms fire? 

9 A. It looked like it had been parked up bar some small arms 

10 damage from a distance. 

11 MS GERRY: Thank you, I have nothing further. 

12 Questions from MR FLINN 

13 MR FLINN: Good afternoon, Mr Martin, my name is Matthew 

14 Flinn and I ask questions on behalf of the families of 

15 Garry Barlow, Carson Bilsland, Paul Morgan and Kenneth 

16 Whiteside. Just a couple of questions which we can deal 

17 with quite briefly I think. Would you look to page 4 of 

18 your witness statement. If you just go about halfway 

19 down the page it is the paragraph that begins: 

20 "The site was covered by an intermittent audio 

21 alarm." 

22 Can you see that? 

23 A. Yes. 

24 Q. In that paragraph you say: 

25 "As well as the physical side of the security I also 
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and about what had happened? 

A.  The only other person who spoke a reasonable degree of 

French was Antonio but -- well he's Portuguese, he was 

also part French but I wasn't aware of any conversations 

he had had.  The majority of the communication with the 

Gendarme was in French and I was the main French speaker 

in that group. 

Q.  And I assume it is the case that you didn't at the time 

you were there see any bodies or any victims or 

anything? 

A. No, no. I -- when I had looked through vehicle 4, so 

vehicle D, there wasn't anything there. It was burnt 

out seats. 

Q.  In relation to that obviously you saw the vehicles at 

around 10 am/11 am on Saturday, 19th? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And obviously the convoy as we have heard was around 

midday 1 o'clock on the 17th? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  So it is fair to say, isn't it, that some of the damage 

you saw may have occurred to those vehicles after the 

initial impact on the convoy? 

A.  Maybe, I don't have enough knowledge to speculate on 

that. 

Q.  As far as vehicle 4 is concerned you say the whole of 
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1 had procedures put in place to deal with emergencies, 

2 the security alarm and reaction to it, maintaining the 

3 regular patrols and producing reports detailing vehicles 

4 status, expats on site etc." 

5 A.  Yes. 

6 Q.  The first question I had about that paragraph was, are 

7 you indicating there that you instituted specific 

8 procedures to your site? 

9 A.  No, they were the JV procedures. 

10 Q.  These were general procedures that applied to all the 

11 different sites in the In Amenas project? 

12 A.  Pretty much. 

13 Q.  Could you explain in any more detail the procedure which 

14 you understood in respect of the security alarm and 

15 reaction to it? 

16 A.  The security alarm, as -- it was part of all the 

17 inductions.  On hearing the security alarm if you were 

18 inside you were to lock your door, turn your lights off, 

19 turn down any radios or anything that might make any 

20 noise and you were basically to hold fast until military 

21 response had resolved the situation and either a known 

22 voice ie the OLC or someone who was clearly identified 

23 as the military told you it was all clear. 

24 Q.  I understand that you moved around various rig sites, is 

25 that right? 
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A.  I had been on two rigs while I was on the project 

since April, yes. 

Q.  Have you ever practised that at any of the rig sites 

that you were on? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Now, I think you mentioned in response to a question 

from Ms Gerry that when the attack alarm went off your 

priority at that point was immediate reaction to that? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. As opposed to establishing what might have triggered it? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  So from your perspective once the attack or intermittent 

alarm goes off following those instructions rapidly if 

not immediately is very important? 

A.  Yes.  The one thing I would say though that is slightly 

different on a rig site is while we hadn't practised 

a security alarm as ourselves, what we had witnessed and 

seen is the Gendarmes regularly practicing their plan 

defence, so defence plan.  So they would have stand to 

positions where they would on a pre-agreed time the 

alarm would go off, they would then run to the location, 

occasionally that prompted a discussion of what we would 

do but they basically would exercise that, but in return 

to the question I suppose it's a bit like a fire alarm, 

you do what's necessary and then you work out the 
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1 did. 

2 Q.  So if I can put it this way: auditing external patrols 

3 wasn't something that you were involved in? 

4 A.  No. 

5 Q.  Finally, Mr Martin, if we just go down the page 

6 slightly, the paragraph that begins "My duties are 

7 diverse", and towards the end of that paragraph you talk 

8 about the management of key and important items such as 

9 radios, GPS and a Iridium satellite phones? 

10 A.  Yes. 

11 Q.  So did you understand that managing items such as 

12 radios, GPS and Iridium satellite phones was part of the 

13 security function? 

14 A.  It's a response to local regulation.  All of these items 

15 are heavily licensed and the security of them, because 

16 they are items that potentially can help militants or 

17 terrorists, are something that the authorities take very 

18 seriously.  So the security of items that could be of 

19 use to people not friendly was something that was 

20 important. 

21 The legal implications of losing a radio in Algeria 

22 are a lot more serious than here. 

23 Q.  Presumably it is also important so that you know who you 

24 are in a position to communicate with in the event of 

25 any incident occurring? 
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information afterwards. 

Q.  And because you were on site that day when the alarm did 

go off you made sure that everyone responded to it 

pretty quickly? 

A.  I encouraged people because the Gendarmes were also 

encouraging people to get in under cover.  The 

information then came out that there were vehicles 

moving and I can only hazard a guess that perhaps they 

didn't know where these vehicles were going. They might 

come down towards our site and the rationale, certainly 

from talking to the Gendarmes, is, you know, if we are 

out of sight under cover in our rooms we're out of the 

way and they can focus on any external threat that they 

need to repel. 

Q. I follow, thank you. Maintaining regular patrols. What 

procedures did you understand to be in place to maintain 

them? 

A.  That was for the guards. That's not the Gendarmes 

patrolling.  That is our JV guards who were normally on 

a nightly basis doing a lighting check to ensure that 

the perimeter illumination is in good repair, there is 

a lighting plan that is given to them. They indicate 

where bulbs have gone out or there is a problem or where 

there is an area where they feel it should be better 

illuminated and that is the sort of patrols that they 
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1 A. Slightly different. This is inventory management rather 

2 than operational management. So the communications, the 

3 radio checks were separate and they would occur on 

4 satellite phones on a weekly basis. For other phones 

5 there would be, normally because it was part of 

6 day-to-day life to be able to talk either on the 

7 corporate landline or on other phones you called in and 

8 if you had a problem you raised it with the ITC to get 

9 it fixed. 

10 Q. So just so I can be clear on that. Your role in 

11 managing items such as that was to keep a clear record 

12 in your own mind as to where items were to comply with 

13 the various regulations? 

14 A. To be the responsible signatory for them. 

15 Q. And it wasn't a matter of mitigating the risk of people 

16 being in dangerous situations where they might not be 

17 able to be in contact? 

18 A. Generally speaking all of our activity was in the 

19 berm -- was within the berm. For movement involving 

20 expats outside the berm it was always escorted by the 

21 Gendarmes and myself and it was radio checked into Papa 

22 Charlie and it was normally pre-organised. So the 

23 communications were functional. It was part of, you 

24 know, you couldn't leave and call in -- if you could 

25 call in, you couldn't call in you couldn't really leave. 
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MR FLINN:  Thank you very much.  Thank you, sir. 

Questions from MR POPAT 

MR POPAT:  Mr Martin, good afternoon.  I ask some questions 

on behalf of BP. 

Can I just understand some of what you say about the 

physical measures that were present at the rig site and 

make sure I have understood those correctly? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. The Gendarmes were obviously there, as you have 

explained. So far as the structure is concerned there 

wasn't a gate to the site? 

A. There was one main entrance that was used on a daily 

basis which had a vehicle chicane, concrete T bars and 

then it had a metal drop down barrier. 

Q.  A barrier which raises up or down? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Manned by the guards on a daily basis? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was there CCTV at the rig site? 

A.  No. 

Q.  There was some perimeter lighting? 

A.  One hundred per cent -- sorry, there was perimeter 

lighting around the whole of the external barrier. 

Inside the camp the cabins had halogen floodlights and 

the rig itself was illuminated and it cast a lot of 
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1 site? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 Q. And as part of your role you assess the adequacy of the 

4 security measures that were reasonably possible to put 

5 in place at and around the site and consider them to be 

6 as acceptable as they could be? 

7 A. I wouldn't say assessed. What I provided was on the 

8 ground quality assurance to ensure that what we had on 

9 site conformed with the JV security management plan and 

10 if there were deficiencies that they were early 

11 identified, pushed up the chain so that a decision could 

12 be made on the resolution of them. So, for example, the 

13 T bars and the chicane with the deficiency that had been 

14 identified by the military, it was discussed. The last 

15 meeting I had -- I had a meeting with Paul Morgan and 

16 Mr Desyeux and he had initiated the provision of those 

17 T bars. I'm not sure who he initiated or discussed to 

18 get those sent down. 

19 Q. I didn't mean you personally. Sorry, I should have made 

20 clear, but within the liaison function that sort of 

21 assessment following where appropriate discussions or 

22 instructions in fact sometimes from the Gendarmes would 

23 be acted upon and whatever measures need to be put in 

24 place were put in place? 

25 A. As far as reasonably possible and it was, I suppose 
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light from that. 

Q. There were berms, which were sizeable berms as we saw 

from the photograph that was shown, but no T bars apart 

from as a chicane on the entrance? 

A. That's correct, yes. There were some internal barriers 

that were used to segregate vehicle and pedestrian 

movement and I think these were heavier metal ones that 

had been constructed by KCA themselves. 

Q. Inside the rig site to try and stop and protect 

pedestrians being struck by vehicles? 

A. Yes, vehicular and pedestrian, yes. 

Q. The Gendarmes who were there were at the camp, so to 

speak? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Insulated by another berm? 

A. Yes, there was a physical divider between their camp and 

our camp. 

Q. And there was no other camp nearby where they could be 

positioned, no physical structure outside the rig site 

for the Gendarmes? 

A. No, the plan, the well pad for a number of years in 

Algeria has always included, no matter which company, 

a military camp within the perimeter. 

Q. And that camp, and that rig would be potentially moved 

over the course of a few months and moved from site to 
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1 liaison is the key role there. The Gendarmes provide 

2 the security. BP and the JV have their security 

3 standards and we are there to make sure they align and 

4 close up as much as possible and to help with the 

5 communication between the two different parties. 

6 Q. You mentioned there discussions with Mr Morgan. You 

7 would regularly have discussions with Mr Morgan and 

8 Mr Fitzpatrick depending on who was involved -- 

9 A. Depending on how often I could get up to the BdV. 

10 During the last six months of 2012 due to the 

11 limitations and the remoteness of the Hassi Farida rig 

12 site I would maybe see them once, twice a week, being 

13 slightly closer and being able to move into the base on 

14 a slightly shorter timeframe I was able to catch up with 

15 Paul and Yann on a slightly more regular basis. 

16 Q. You mention one of those meetings. This one with 

17 Mr Morgan which took place on either the 14th or the 

18 15th January? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. You mentioned it in your statement at page 5. You say 

21 you last saw him on either Monday, 14th or Tuesday, 15th 

22 in his office: 

23 "We discussed a security issue and I know he was 

24 preparing to hand over notes in preparation for 

25 Mr Fitzpatrick arriving." 
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1 A.  Sorry? 

2 Q.  It is page 5.  It is about seven or eight lines down 

3 from the top. 

4 A. Yes. 

5 Q.  If you turn over the page to page 6 you discuss that 

6 discussion in a little more detail, midway down the 

7 page, midway between the two holepunches you say: 

8 "I had had a previous conversation with Paul Morgan, 

9 who was reporting difficulties in getting them to do 

10 their duties." 

11 These are the drivers who had called a wildcat 

12 strike I think: 

13 "On either Monday 14th Jan or Tuesday 15th Jan, Paul 

14 expressed frustrations at how difficult it seemed for 

15 the drivers to do their normal job due to their 

16 punctuality, efficiency etc.  He said that operations in 

17 particular an expensive FRAC campaign of well and 

18 production stimulation were not proceeding on schedule 

19 because there were problems with maintaining 

20 insufficient drivers and vehicles to escort expat 

21 workers into the field." 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q.  Was that the discussion and the security issue you have 

24 mentioned on page 5? 

25 A. I believe so.  The -- as I say, it was a very brief 
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1 Q. So no discussion or nothing said of that sort but that 

2 could be because it was a short meeting? 

3 A. If it was on a Wednesday or on Thursday we had airport 

4 runs so my time was limited up on the BdV in between 

5 vehicles arriving and vehicles departing and so as 

6 I said, it was a check in. Normally -- 

7 Q. It was either a Monday or a Tuesday? 

8 A. Yes. Because one of the people I dropped off on Tuesday 

9 had to be in another location, in another accommodation 

10 area and time was pressured on both days. 

11 Q. Thank you. I will just ask you very briefly about the 

12 weekly updates that were produced by the liaison team. 

13 You have seen these documents. They are sort of weekly 

14 procedure updates, I think. They are produced by the 

15 In Amenas liaison team and something different but 

16 similar produced by the liaison team at Hassi? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 Q. Would you be involved in the production of those? 

19 A. No. 

20 Q. They would be undertaken at a level above you, Mr Morgan 

21 or Mr Fitzpatrick? 

22 A. Yes, I'm at the sort of the tactical operation delivery 

23 level so I'm concentrating more on the delivery and 

24 assurance of what's been decided higher up the chain of 

25 command and at JV level. 
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1 conversation. Paul was -- had a lot of -- Mr Morgan 

2 had -- trying to maintain and guarantee the drivers for 

3 the FRAC job was a headache because if you can't 

4 guarantee the escorts you can't guarantee the security 

5 and, you know, it was a line I think that we were very 

6 aware of. It is what had caused problems before. If we 

7 didn't have the assurance during the strike of the 

8 drivers being able to even do minimum service that 

9 raised questions elsewhere and had caused a lot of 

10 discussion elsewhere as far as I was concerned. 

11 Q. And Mr Morgan was in the process of preparing his 

12 handover notes to Mr Fitzpatrick when you had that 

13 discussion? 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. And clearly there was a sense of frustration about this 

16 strike which had suddenly been called? 

17 A. Not so much for the strike but it was with, I think the 

18 phrase he used is it was trying to get, you know, trying 

19 to get these drivers just to do their job is like 

20 pulling teeth. 

21 Q. Was there any sense in the discussion you had with 

22 Mr Morgan that he was extremely dissatisfied with his 

23 position and there was a possibility of him leaving? 

24 A. It was a very brief meeting. I didn't think we had time 

25 to discuss things on a personal level so far as -- 
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1 Q.  The missing vehicles, a different topic, but can I just 

2 ask you something about that very briefly.  I don't 

3 think you have actually spelt it out though it is in 

4 your witness statement, the vehicles that were missing 

5 were vehicles with the registration numbers 92 and 85? 6

 A. 00092 and 00085, yes. 

7 Q.  And they had been allocated to Rig T212? 

8 A.  If you look -- 

9 Q.  It is the document at the back of your document? 

10 A. That gives the registration of 4x4 vehicles on the site 

11 as required by the military authorities. 

12 Q.  Vehicle 92, you weren't aware of this before, before the 

13 photograph was shown to you in the course of the 

14 evidence, was found, certainly when that photograph was 

15 taken, at the BdV.  We are told that it was found or the 

16 photograph was taken with it in the car park outside the 

17 BdV? 

18 A.  Mmm. 

19 Q.  Did that accord with what you saw when you looked at the 

20 photo? 

21 A.  I would have to look back at the photograph to confirm. 

22 Q. Sure, if it is possible. 

23 THE CORONER:  Does it look as if that is where the picture 

24 is taken? So have a look. 

25 MR POPAT: Yes. 
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1 A.  Could you show the other picture with the side damage, 

2 please?  Yes, that's the OLC building.  If you look at 

3 the top left that is the OLC building, the white 

4 building.  Next to it, I'm not sure what that pole is 

5 but then I think that's then the foyer behind it so that 

6 car is in that photo at the BdV. 

7 Q.  Thank you.  Just to make sure we have it clear on the 

8 plan.  Mr Martin, there is the BdV plan there? 

9 A.  Which one? 

10 Q.  I think it should have "living area" on the top right. 

11 The OLC building is marked just a little further down 

12 from the inner gate? 

13 A.  Yes, so if you -- come down from the white label that 

14 says "inner gate", you have a long vehicle shelter which 

15 had also been the location where a number of the 

16 strikers had gathered and to the right of that is the 

17 car area where a lot of the -- that was used as well as 

18 the other car area. 

19 Q.  Mr Martin, can I just trouble you to direct the cursor 

20 to where you want it to go? 

21 A.  If the cursor could go up about a centimetre please and 

22 then to the right, to the right.  I believe that photo 

23 was taken -- just to the right again -- taken in that 

24 car park there.  The white oblong to the left is 

25 a vehicle shade for covered parking. (Indicated) 
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1 aware, are you, and I think it must follow from the 

2 answers you gave earlier about not knowing what had 

3 happened to vehicle 92, you are not aware what happened 

4 to vehicle 85? 

5 A.  No. 

6 Q.  Or whether it was found elsewhere? 

7 A.  Is it what exactly had happened to those two vehicles? 

8 I was more focusing on the consequences that we couldn't 

9 leave the site as planned and we had to deal with being 

10 stuck there. 

11 Q.  You haven't become aware of it after the attack? 

12 A.  The last hitch there was some questions raised about 

13 these two vehicles and the drivers.  I haven't seen the 

14 information directly but I understand both drivers and 

15 the two vehicles are still on the project. 

16 Q.  Can I just ask you a few questions about the time during 

17 the attack and the process leading up to the evacuation. 

18 You were asked about the actions of the Gendarme 

19 lieutenant and who exercised control in relation to what 

20 things had occurred.  Putting it generally, did 

21 I understand it correctly that the Gendarme lieutenant 

22 gave the instructions as to what should happen but what 

23 he instructed should happen was supplemented by the 

24 things that you yourself personally undertook to ensure 

25 that the site was as protected as it could be? 
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1 Q.  Yes.  You have mentioned that the night shift would go 

2 and pick up the day shift from the BdV? 

3 A.  Yes. 

4 Q.  Do you know where they would park if they went to pick 

5 up the incoming -- 

6 A.  Normally the -- 

7 Q.  -- people? 

8 A.  If the cursor could go to the left, please, to the 

9 left-hand perimeter and then go straight down, stop. 

10 Up, please.  Where it says "locked gates 2" that is the 

11 entrance to the KCA main camp.  So what I would normally 

12 expect and please understand that the information that 

13 it was in the BdV car park is mutiny, what I would 

14 normally expect is one vehicle to have gone to the KCA 

15 main camp where the drivers slept, to pick up the night 

16 driver -- the day drivers and to return.  If a vehicle 

17 was parked up there that suggests that one of the 

18 drivers was not -- was working outside of procedure. 

19 Q.  To be fair in making it absolutely clear we are not sure 

20 when that photograph was taken necessarily or whether 

21 the vehicle had been moved by that point.  So we 

22 shouldn't speculate as to why it was there, but at some 

23 point it was positioned in that location in that car 

24 park when the photograph was taken.  Thank you. 

25 The other vehicle was vehicle 85 and you are not 
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1 A. Sorry? 

2 Q. The Gendarme captain gave the instructions generally as 

3 to what everyone should do and by that I mean 

4 essentially that there should be a lock down? 

5 A. If there was an alarm raised we followed the Gendarme 

6 instructions and I would say the thing with the 

7 Gendarmes is that focusing on their priority was the 

8 most important thing for me and their priority was to 

9 make sure that our positions remain defended. They were 

10 focusing 100 per cent on the defence of it and when they 

11 asked us to do something, when an alarm went off, we 

12 didn't do anything to distract or deter from their main 

13 core aim. 

14 In terms of outside of that, in terms of trying to 

15 leave, trying to move before, I would discuss with him 

16 what might be worth considering, can we leave with these 

17 vehicles, what about this, what about that? We would 

18 have discussion of the details. He would then call up 

19 his chain of command and I think on the Thursday or the 

20 Friday afternoon there was a limitation of no one, 

21 national or expat, could leave the site as the zone was 

22 under military control at that stage. 

23 Q. In addition to that you undertook certain actions to 

24 provide additional physical security or protection at 

25 the perimeter of the site. We have seen the JCBs and 
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1 the skips that were moved around? 

2 A. Yes, there was a work plan. The work plan had two parts 

3 to it. Firstly, I think doing something was, you know, 

4 we wanted to do something. But also at the same stage 

5 there was, this was an unprecedented style of attack and 

6 so I didn't think we could sort of -- anything that 

7 seemed practical to bolster defences against the nature 

8 of attack which wasn't yet clear seemed to be sensible. 

9 Q. Mr Martin, can I just ask you in relation to that and 

10 that evidence you have given, because it concerns you 

11 directly. Mr McDaniel who you know, I think you 

12 describe him as one of the company men -- 

13 A. One of the nine company men. 

14 Q. -- on site has issued some proceedings in a different 

15 jurisdiction. In the course of those proceedings he has 

16 produced a document. You don't need to trouble yourself 

17 with the nature of the document. But in it, and, sir, 

18 for your reference it is paragraph 5.05 of the petition. 

19 It won't be in front of you, Mr Martin, perhaps I can 

20 speed things up by just reading out the relevant bit 

21 which concerns your actions. At paragraph 5.05 

22 Mr McDaniel says: 

23 "Given the content of the intercepted terrorist 

24 radio transmissions all BP expat leaders on location 

25 including himself agreed to not be taken alive. He 
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1 on site? 

2 A.  There's -- not that I can recollect, no, it doesn't. 

3 Q.  In that case you may not be able to answer the question 

4 I was going to on to ask you which is whether the 

5 Gendarme lieutenant was the one effectively taking 

6 control and saying what must happen because what 

7 Mr McDaniel goes on to say is: 

8 "When asked why the plan had changed he was informed 

9 by the security liaison [again that must be you] that 

10 the Gendarme captain wanted to know the exact location 

11 of the American company men including him because the 

12 terrorists were going to want to talk to them." 

13 Do you have any idea of any of that? 

14 A.  No. 

15 Q. Right. 

16 A.  I'm, the -- from what I can recollect from the walk-in 

17 it was a very much, you know, get down, get under cover. 

18 I wasn't aware of any particular plan that, a pre-plan 

19 that had been discussed. 

20 Q.  In any event, you hadn't received any information from 

21 the Gendarme captain that you imparted to Mr McDaniel in 

22 which you were saying that the terrorists would want to 

23 talk to them, ie the American men? 

24 A.  No. 

25 Q.  I am just making sure you have had the opportunity to 
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1 began fortifying the perimeter of the rig and advising 

2 personnel of where to position themselves should the 

3 terrorists attempt to take the rig." 

4 He then says that at approximately 12.45 pm an 

5 unidentified man was seen walking towards the rig and 

6 that prompted the security alarm to trigger. Then it is 

7 this bit I want to ask you about. He says: 

8 "A co-worker assigned by the defendants as 

9 a security liaison for the rig." 

10 That must be you, mustn't it, there wasn't anyone 

11 else assigned in that role? 

12 A. Mmm. 

13 Q. "went against the agreed plan and told all personnel, 

14 including the plaintiff [that is Mr McDaniel] to go into 

15 their rooms and lock their doors where they did not have 

16 windows or cellphone reception. When the BP expat 

17 leadership on location refused the Gendarme captain 

18 forced them into their rooms." 

19 And then he sets out the security alarm plan which 

20 I will just paraphrase because it is consistent with 

21 what you have already described, go into the rooms, lock 

22 the doors and so on. But essentially he appears to be 

23 saying that an argument ensued because he, Mr McDaniel, 

24 wanted to do something different. Now, first, does that 

25 accord with your understanding of anything that occurred 
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1 say what you can about it. 

2 A.  No, the only contact with or the only contact, if any, 

3 was one way overhearing transmissions on the radio and 

4 that had stopped by 10 o'clock when the radios went 

5 down. 

6 Q.  In any event, the evacuation then proceeded albeit on 

7 the Saturday? 

8 A.  Yes. 

9 Q.  As effectively as you would have hoped and expected? 

10 A.  No.  As I said, I think the lowest risk, the quickest 

11 route out, would have been directly east from T212 on to 

12 route National 3 straight to the airport.  So I'm not 

13 sure whether it was the ground conditions that we drove 

14 over or instruction but we then changed course and went 

15 up to VCP2 and up to the Gendarme camp. 

16 Q.  The men who were working at the site were evacuated 

17 safely and nobody was injured or harmed? 

18 A.  The expats? 

19 Q.  Yes. 

20 A.  The expats as far as I'm aware were unharmed. 

21 Q.  Finally, again, because these are things which are said 

22 which may involve you directly, can I just identify some 

23 matters that Mr McDaniel has raised in a different 

24 document.  This is a PowerPoint presentation he has 

25 prepared.  Again, I won't trouble you to look at all the 
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1 pages of it, Mr Martin. Sir, for your reference the 

2 first reference is page 86 of the PowerPoint 

3 presentation. Really I just want to understand, 

4 Mr Martin, whether what is said here accords with 

5 anything you can help us with or indeed whether you are 

6 the person being referred to. 

7 At page 86 of this PowerPoint presentation 

8 Mr McDaniel mentions an occasion at Enafor rig 20 

9 in November 2011 where he, Mr McDaniel, says that local 

10 tribal elders showed up at his rig and demanded that we, 

11 the organisation, employ more locals or else. 

12 I don't know what the "or else" is referring to but 

13 he says in the course of this PowerPoint presentation 

14 that BP military liaison on our rig passed the 

15 information and threat on to BP security and management 

16 at the In Amenas facility. 

17 I don't think in light of an answer you gave earlier 

18 you were the liaison on Enafor rig 20 in November 2011? 

19 A. No, I was on a different contract elsewhere in the 

20 country. 

21 Q. Did you receive any information about any threat, if 

22 this was a threat, from any elders saying locals must be 

23 employed or else? 

24 A. I have no recollection of anything like that being 

25 passed on. 

Page 173 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 

issues you can only really deal with the resources that 

you have got on site. 

Q.  Of course. 

A.  And there were issues with the drivers but this 

particular one of going on hunger strike it would 

involve -- if you have a problem, if there is an issue 

we can't actually do anything here and from what 

I understood there was medical monitoring at the -- the 

hunger strikers were in the covered, in a tent in the 

covered parking area.  There was regular monitoring and 

that they were or one or two were later taken to 

hospital. 

Q.  Wasn't that part of the presentation I wanted to ask you 

about, Mr Martin, because I understood from your earlier 

answer that that is what happened? 

A. Okay. 

Q.  But what Mr McDaniel goes on to say is: 

"That is when we received the threat." 

And the threat he has explained on the previous 

page, page 130, a threat that if any of the hunger 

strikers were to die 25 expats would be killed to that 

one death of the hunger striker.  So exchange rate he 

says was 25-1. 

A.  I was aware that there had been -- I didn't hear 

anything directly.  I had heard there was discussion and 
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1 Q. Also, and this is page 130, Mr McDaniel refers to an 

2 occasion in November or December 2012, and page 131 

3 provides the greater detail about this occasion, he says 

4 that whilst on HFA6 and where is HFA6, that is Enafor 20 

5 for our purposes? 

6 A. It is approximately 40-kilometres due south of the BdV 

7 within the Hassi Farida field. 

8 Q. And Enafor rig 20? 

9 A. Enafor rig 20 was in the process of -- it was on site. 

10 We had a strike ongoing so we were on standby and we 

11 started derigging -- when the contract was released 

12 late November, early December, I am not aware of when it 

13 was shut down, that particular plant. 

14 Q. In any event, Mr McDaniel says that one of the guards' 

15 drivers decided to go on hunger strike, decided we 

16 didn't have the medical facilities on location to treat 

17 him so OLC Tom, again, I am assuming that is you? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. "informed him that he could hunger strike but might go 

20 to the BdV to do so." 

21 That I think accords with what you have mentioned 

22 earlier? 

23 A. As I have said, part of the -- because we were on 

24 a remote location within the duration of it, within 

25 a remote location, if you have problems, if you have 
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subsequently I have heard that there were statements of 

that sort allegedly made but I don't recollect that 

coming down on site. 

Q.  You didn't receive this threat yourself? 

A.  Honestly I can't recollect. 

Q.  If you had received a threat of that sort would it be 

something you would recall? 

A.  Yes, and I think I would probably have put it into my 

handover notes. 

Q. Thank you. And finally, page 132 of the presentation, 

Mr McDaniel refers to him stressing his concerns in the 

face of the new threats and warning signs that he says 

we were seeing and says that Tom Martin sent numerous 

internal emails from the Hassi Farida 6 location 

in December 2012 in regards to security concerns. 

First, did Mr McDaniel stress any concerns in the 

face of new threats and warning signs to you? 

A.  It is a long time ago, not that I can recollect, I'm 

sorry. 

Q.  And do you have any recollection of any emails 

in December 2012 relating to security concerns? 

A.  There was always ongoing discussions because the strike 

was ongoing of the impact, on the level of service the 

drivers did to our project, but again, you know, in 

terms of on site -- not that I can recollect. 
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1 Q.  Thank you.  You produced handover notes whenever you 

2 handed over? 

3 A.  Yes. 

4 Q.  In fact, right up until January 2013 I think you had 

5 prepared some draft handover notes? 

6 A.  For Marco, yes. 

7 Q.  Which you intended to pass over -- 

8 A.  I think I sent them. 

9 Q.  -- to your back-to-back and you didn't identify any 

10 particular security concerns beyond of course the issues 

11 that were ongoing with drivers in the course of your 

12 handover notes? 

13 A.  No, I mean, bear in mind in the two weeks that I had 

14 been in country the French operation in Mali had 

15 started.  There was discussion of it in the media but 

16 not that I can recollect in terms of specifics. 

17 MR POPAT:  Thank you, Mr Martin. 

18 THE CORONER:  Thank you very much indeed. 

19 (The witness withdrew) 

20 THE CORONER:  We will have a break now for ten minutes. 

21 I would be grateful if during the break the advocates 

22 please could just divide between themselves the 

23 available time that we have for Mr McDaniel.  If it 

24 can't be agreed I am likely to say that after Ms Dolan 

25 has asked whatever she wants to say that the time that 
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1 in In Amenas? 

2 A.  Yes, ma'am, that's correct. 

3 Q.  And you provided to assist the inquest a witness 

4 statement dated 4 July this year? 

5 A.  Yes, ma'am. 

6 Q.  And two PowerPoint presentations and you yourself also 

7 provided to us your petition issued in Texas against BP 

8 in September this year? 

9 A.  And Mark Cobb as an individual. 

10 Q.  And that is a civil claim for a knee injury that you 

11 sustained reacting to a security alarm and for the 

12 emotional distress and mental anguish you suffered 

13 during the events? 

14 A.  That is correct. 

15 Q.  Mr McDaniel, what was your role out in In Amenas? 

16 A.  Company man.  Drilling supervisor. 

17 Q.  And I think you were working on Rig 212 at the relevant 

18 time? 

19 A.  Yes, ma'am. 

20 Q.  On the evening before 16 January, perhaps the early 

21 hours of the morning, I think you were at the rig when 

22 you came across a meeting of some of the drivers and 

23 guards? 

24 A.  That's correct.  2 o'clock in the morning they were 

25 mustered in the guardhouse.  I walked in on them.  12 to 
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1 remains should be divided equally between the families 

2 on the one hand and BP on the other. 

3 As I said earlier I do think with reference to 

4 the -- there has been reference to the presentation but 

5 we really are going to need to focus very sharply on the 

6 things that Mr McDaniel is really in a position to help 

7 with and avoid repetition or pure comment. I have 

8 looked at it again and I am sure that the main points 

9 can be covered in pretty short order and a lot of the 

10 material that is in here or certainly a good part of it 

11 we have already gone through in the orange file with 

12 witnesses who have been able to help us about that and 

13 I have got it all in mind. 

14 But let us have ten minutes now. 15

 (3.52 pm) 

16  (A short break) 

17 (4.05 pm) 

18 MS DOLAN: Sir, the next witness is Mr McDaniel. 

19 MR BRADLEY MCDANIEL (sworn) 

20 Questions from MS DOLAN 

21 MS DOLAN: Mr McDaniel, I think you know I'm Bridget Dolan, 

22 counsel for the coroner. Can you give us your full name 

23 please? 

24 A. Bradley Lane McDaniel. 

25 Q. I think at the time of these events you were working out 
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1 15 drivers and guards, unlike anything I had ever seen 

2 before. They had guilty looks on their faces when 

3 I walked in. 

4 Q. What do you mean by guilty looks? 

5 A. Like, "oh crap", you know, I walked in on something, you 

6 know, I caught them in the act, if you will. 

7 Q. Do you speak Arabic? 

8 A. Basic conversational. 

9 Q. And what were they saying when you walked in? 

10 A. Well, they were sitting around. They were excited. 

11 They were drinking hot tea. They were all awake and 

12 wide alert. 

13 Q. Are these the guards and drivers that work on the night 

14 shift? 

15 A. There shouldn't be that many. At the very most at that 

16 time at night I would expect to see two if I'm lucky and 

17 hopefully both of them would be awake. The Algerian 

18 people generally aren't really ambitious. They're not 

19 real driven to be accounted for at their duty stations 

20 in large numbers. 

21 Q. Just to understand because we have heard from Mr Martin 

22 that there were two shifts on the rig. It worked 24/7. 

23 Were the people who worked on the night shift expected 

24 to be in bed asleep during the night or at work? 

25 A. Yes, they were definitely asleep or at the mosque or 
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watching TV somewhere, not in the guard shed. 

Q. You thought they looked guilty I think you put it. 

Anything else happen or said? 

A. Well, I backed out of there and one of the guards 

motioned to one of the guys to come out and see what 

I wanted. So one man came out to talk to me and 

I didn't understand what he said in Arabic but he asked 

me something and I responded Salaam Alaikum, good 

evening, right? And he asked something again, you know, 

jay, jay, no problem. So -- 

Q. So you never understood what he said to you? 

A. No, ma'am, I didn't. 

Q. I think we have already heard some information about 

a hunger strike and a hunger striking driver on 

location. I think this was in 2012? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. And where did these events happen? 

A. Hassi Farida 6, approximately 40-miles southeast of the 

In Amenas BdV. 

Q. And what we have heard spoken about is that it is 

a threat that if a hunger striker died 25 expats would 

be killed? 

A. Yes, ma'am, that's correct. 

Q. Did you hear that threat? 

A. I heard it through the men. I don't speak Tuareg, 
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1 Algerian to relay or how had it been said? 

2 A.  It was a threat to us through the Algerians. 

3 Q.  Are you suggesting that the driver had told the clerk to 

4 go and tell Brad McDaniel this? 

5 A.  Yes, basically.  It was an overt threat, yes. 

6 Q. Why would that threat be passed through you rather than 

7 someone higher in management? 

8 A. At the time I was the highest ranking BP representative 

9 on that location.  I was the company man.  The only 

10 company man.  So I'm responsible for the whole location, 

11 so that's why it would come to me. 

12 Q.  There was nobody from liaison on that rig at the time? 

13 A.  Tom Martin was on the rig at that time. 

14 Q.  But the threat wasn't made or passed directly to him? 

15 A.  I know he heard it.  I am not sure whether it was from 

16 me or from one of the other Algerians but he did hear 

17 it. 

18 Q.  In your witness statement you also tell us about a time 

19 there were spotters in the desert.  First of all, was 

20 this something that you saw? 

21 A.  Yes, ma'am, quite often. 

22 Q.  What do you mean by spotters? 

23 A.  Well, with the sun going down we'd look up on the ridge 

24 line or up on the dunes and you would see people looking 

25 down on our location who weren't supposed to be out 
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I don't speak good Arabic, not good French. However, 

I knew the men really well, I had good relationships 

with them so they came and talked to me about a lot of 

things. 

Q. So which men was this? 

A. I had a Tuareg rig clerk who sat beside me in my office. 

I also had an Algerian national safety man. So the 

first person to tell me was the rig clerk and -- 

Q. Who had he heard it from? 

A. The guards, the drivers, the labour strikers, right? 

The hunger strikers. So we talked about this in detail 

and it was a very serious threat. I immediately called 

my boss and let him know what I had heard and it was 

a big concern. So also me and Tom went and talked about 

it in detail. It was a huge threat. It wasn't 

something that we took lightly. 

Q. Can I come back to exactly who told the clerk that told 

you, do you know who that was? You said the drivers? 

A. The labour strikers. 

Q. Do you know who amongst them? 

A. No. 

Q. The clerk didn't tell you? 

A. No, ma'am. 

Q. It hadn't been said to an expat. Had it been said in 

conversation between Algerians or had it said to an 
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1 there. 

2 Q.  And what location was this? 

3 A.  314 BIS.  Definitely Hassi Farida 5, Hassi Farida 6, 

4 also there was a location between 314 BIS and Hassi 

5 Farida 5.  I don't recall but it was fairly common. 

6 Q.  How far away were these people from you? 

7 A.  800-yards at the closest. 

8 THE CORONER:  Sorry, can I ask before we move on, would it 

9 be one person, more than one, on foot, on a vehicle or 

10 car, how would it be? 

11 A.  Sometimes more than one.  Never more than three.  They 

12 were on foot. 

13 THE CORONER:  Were they making any effort to hide themselves 

14 or were they in plain sight? 

15 A.  Sometimes all you'd see was a head and sometimes they 

16 weren't too concerned about hiding themselves, you'd see 

17 a pretty good silhouette. 

18 MS DOLAN:  But it was a silhouette you were seeing? 

19 A.  Yes, ma'am. 

20 Q.  So you couldn't make out any of the features? 

21 A.  No, ma'am. 

22 Q.  The clothing? 

23 A.  No, ma'am. 

24 Q.  We have heard the account of what happened at Rig T212 

25 from Mr Martin.  So I wasn't going to take you through 
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1 the events again unless there is something of the 

2 account you say he has missed out? 

3 A.  Completely missed a significant amount of information 

4 I have about what was going on. 

5 Q.  What was going on where? 

6 A.  Both on our location, outside our location, at the BdV, 

7 at the gas plant. 

8 Q.  What information do you have about what was happening at 

9 the BdV during your time at the rig? 

10 A.  I put a presentation on for BP in August 2013, a 

11 detailed presentation.  It took me about six hours to 

12 cover the attack itself. 

13 Q. What I would like to know was the information you had at 

14 the time you were at the rig about what was happening at 

15 the BdV.  Can you tell us that, what additional 

16 information you knew that you learnt while you were at 

17 the rig, not what you have learnt subsequently? 

18 A.  Do you mind if I get my notes?  Can I look at my notes? 

19 I mean it is a lot of information and it is not 

20 something I can -- 

21 THE CORONER:  Of course you can look at your notes but you 

22 will have heard me say, what I just don't want to do, 

23 because we have a limited amount of time, not because 

24 anything you are saying isn't important but because lots 

25 of people have important things to say and we don't have 
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1 correct that at 5.30 would be a legitimate time to leave 

2 because that is the period during which one of the 

3 drivers was entitled to be changing shift? 

4 A.  No.  I worked the night shift and every morning about 

5 5.30 on the clock I would walk down and send my daily 

6 drilling report.  Typically I seed see them leaving 

7 around 5.30 and they would also bring Gendarmes with 

8 them.  It was a big deal to go in to town and have tea. 

9 Q.  So if they typically leave at 5.30 then if you believe 

10 the vehicles left between 4.30 and 5.30 that would be 

11 within the legitimate time? 

12 A.  Sorry, 4.30 to 5 am is when the vehicles left.  That is 

13 what we had on the notes on the wall of the company man 

14 trailer during the attack. 

15 Q.  Where does that information come from? 

16 A.  Leadership on location. 

17 Q.  Who would that be? 

18 A.  Between Tom Martin, HSE men, Mike Sutherland and company 

19 man Billy Whitted. 

20 Q.  But you only seem to know this from what was written on 

21 a notice board.  You didn't see anything yourself? 

22 A.  I never saw the vehicles leave. 

23 Q.  So what I asked you was: what information do you have 

24 about what happened at the BdV during these events -- 

25 A.  Sure. 
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1 all the time in the world.  But you are welcome to look 

2 at them.  What I just want to avoid is then us going off 

3 into large bits of the notes because if you just read 

4 them out they won't have been drafted with the questions 

5 that the advocates are asking you in mind.  So you will 

6 actually end up answering a different question and they 

7 have all spent time focusing on what they really want to 

8 ask from you.  So if they don't ask you they don't want 

9 to know.  And I have read all your material again 

10 recently so I have it well in mind.  But yes, of course 

11 you can look at them. 

12 A.  Okay, thank you.  I will try to give you only the 

13 executive summary.  I believe the vehicles left location 

14 before 5 am, the two missing vehicles. 

15 Q.  Rather than what you believe can you tell us what you 

16 know and where you know it from, that would be helpful? 

17 A.  I know it.  We took notes on the wall, on the whiteboard 

18 and we noted there that the vehicles left between 

19 4.30 am and 5 am. 

20 Q.  What time did you wake up that morning? 

21 A.  I was on night shift.  I had been awake since 4 o'clock 

22 the previous afternoon. 

23 Q.  Did you see the vehicles leave? 

24 A.  I did not. 

25 Q.  If the vehicle left between 4.30 and 5.30 is it not 
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1 Q.  -- that you learnt while you were at the rig? 

2 A.  Okay.  We first heard about the attack at 5.45 am. 

3 Q.  How did you hear about it? 

4 A. Gendarmes started taking up positions. The Gendarme 

5 safety man Mike Sutherland, VCP1, VCP1, we got the 

6 message high alert. 

7 Q.  And did you speak to the Gendarme or was this via 

8 Mr Sutherland? 

9 A.  Mr Sutherland, yes. 

10 Q.  And that was 5.45? 

11 A.  Yes, ma'am. 

12 Q.  Do I take it that the Gendarmes would have learnt via 

13 a radio communication? 

14 A. That's correct. We went and woke up Tom Martin after 

15 that, made sure he got awake.  So I was splitting time 

16 between the company man's office that we had already on 

17 Channel 4 and the rig 4 I think this is -- okay, go 

18 ahead.  I was looking, I was looking for anybody 

19 approaching the location, men sneaking up on foot. 

20 Q.  What did you learn on the radio about what was happening 

21 at the BdV? 

22 A.  About 8 o'clock am we started intercepting radio traffic 

23 on channel 3. A lot of radio traffic. 

24 Q.  What was it saying? 

25 A.  Mostly Tuareg dialect, some French, some Arabic. 
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1 Q. Did you understand any of it? 

2 A. No, ma'am, I had a Mud engineer in there with me. I had 

3 a well site geologist and a KCAD safety man. 

4 Q. Were these Algerian nationals? 

5 A. Yes, Algerian nationals. 

6 Q. Did they tell you what was being said? 

7 A. Yes, ma'am, they were translating directly to me. 

8 Q. What was being said? 

9 A. You know, the attack was ongoing, you could tell the 

10 Gendarmes had control of part of the base, the 

11 terrorists had control of other parts. 

12 Q. Which part of the base did you understand the Gendarmes 

13 to have control of? 

14 A. The outlying part. Probably back towards the company 

15 camp but they were definitely taking up positions 

16 against each other is what we understood. The 

17 terrorists had a radio. They had apparently shot 

18 a guard and taken his radio. So these were terrorists 

19 talking. Some of them were Papa Charlie, some of them 

20 were the Gendarmes. So the language was real 

21 unimportant to determine who these attackers were. The 

22 Tuareg dialect is something that definitely stuck out. 

23 Q. Are you able to discern the Tuareg dialect? 

24 A. No, ma'am, but my translators could. They had 35 to 40 

25 expat hostages held in the foyer area with primer cord 
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1 the background.  The terrorist specifically gave his 

2 position, in the gas plant under the big turbine is what 

3 was translated to me.  So they weren't in the BdV.  We 

4 had terrorists in the gas plant as well.  Also there was 

5 an unknown friendly speaking in French.  He was 

6 describing militants in flak jackets, armed militants 

7 that weren't Gendarmes, these were terrorists.  He was 

8 quietly talking, trying to tell Papa Charlie, I don't 

9 think he knew the terrorists were listening as well. 

10 And then the very calm man got on that Tom Martin 

11 described.  Tom hadn't been listening to all the -- very 

12 little of the radio traffic at this point.  He -- 

13 I don't think he grasped how important it was.  So he 

14 was in there when the terrorists made this very calm, 

15 very western sounding announcement.  It was very 

16 scripted.  It was very chilling, but, you know, he- 

17 Q.  Which announcement? 

18 A.  He was their spokesman. 

19 Q.  Which announcement was this? 

20 A.  Given the situation with the hostages and the primer 

21 cord and the detonator and also started rattling off 

22 demands. 

23 Q.  Mr McDaniel, you spoke about a specific announcement by 

24 a well spoken terrorist, was this in English? 

25 A.  No, ma'am, it was in French, a western sounding voice, 
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1 around their necks and grenades taped to them. 

2 Q. How did you learn that? 

3 A. The terrorists were telling the Gendarmes that they had 

4 them in this condition. Only one detonator would set 

5 off the whole train of explosives so a very serious 

6 situation. The terrorists demanded the release of 100 

7 of their brothers held by the Algerian government since 

8 1995. Also in the last 15 years they made this demand 

9 multiple times. What became key later, the terrorists 

10 had hostages, expat hostages and explosives in the gas 

11 plant. 

12 Q. How did you learn that? 

13 A. The terrorists were demanding the Gendarmes back up off 

14 their position or else they'd blow up the plant, torture 

15 the hostages or shoot the hostages, you know, execute 

16 them. 

17 Q. And how did you learn that message? 

18 A. Through the terrorist's mouth. The terrorist was 

19 telling the Gendarme, back up or I will torture this 

20 guy. 

21 Q. So it was a communication translated to you across the 

22 radio to you. The radio communication being translated 

23 to you? 

24 A. Yes, ma'am, we were listening in. The terrorist had 

25 a lot of panic in his voice, the alarm was going off in 
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1 western French sounds different to Algerian French to my 

2 ears. It was a very calm man, very chilling. 

3 Q. What was the content of that announcement? 

4 A. He was talking again about the release of 100 prisoners 

5 from the Algerian government going back since 1995. 

6 Wanted to negotiate with the US and British government 

7 directly because they weren't holding any Algerian 

8 hostages, they were only holding western hostages, so 

9 there was a demand to speak directly to the US and 

10 British Government by the terrorists at this point. 

11 Q. I think that you had a conversation with the Gendarmes 

12 at the rig about the use of armed Gendarmes on bases. 

13 Can you tell us about that, please? 

14 A. Sure. This goes on into probably the third day when we 

15 were given this information that the Gendarmes said they 

16 wanted to provide armed guards at the entrance to the 

17 BdV, at the entrance to the CPF, at the VCP1 and VCP2 in 

18 light of the security concerns there was a lot of 

19 threats, warning signs leading up to this a lot. There 

20 was a lot. We had the huge labour strike going on. 

21 They wanted to put armed guards there and they told us 

22 that BP management at In Amenas would not allow it. 

23 That is what the Gendarmes told us. 

24 Q. Which Gendarme told you that? 

25 A. I didn't get his name. This was also told to my fellow 

Page 192 

http://www.merrillcorp.com/mls


Day 14 In Amenas Inquest 8 October 2014 

49 (Pages 193 to 196) 

8th Floor 165 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2DY 

Merrill Corporation 
(+44) 207 404 1400 

www.merrillcorp.com/mls 

 

 

 

 

1 company man, Billy Whitted. 

2 Q. So a Gendarme at the rig said that to you -- 

3 A. Yes, ma'am. 

4 Q. -- during the crisis. Did they give any reason why 

5 armed Gendarmes wouldn't be allowed at VCP1 or VCP2? 

6 A. No, it was discussed and it was -- he was disgusted that 

7 they wouldn't allow him there and he couldn't understand 

8 why this decision was made. It was apparent they were 

9 needed and -- 

10 Q. We have heard from numerous witnesses at this inquest 

11 who have told us that in matters of security it is the 

12 decision of the Gendarmes and/or the army about what is 

13 provided? 

14 A. That's not the story I heard, ma'am. 

15 Q. And that the JV cannot trump their decision, whether it 

16 is an escort or provision of armed guards. Why in this 

17 situation is it suggested that the JV could trump the 

18 Gendarmes' advice? 

19 A. I really can't answer that question and all I know is 

20 what this Gendarme told me and what this Gendarme told 

21 Billy Whitted. That's all I know. 

22 THE CORONER: It was your understanding of what Ms Dolan 

23 said and indeed I have heard a number of witnesses say 

24 that it would be the military, if I can put it in that 

25 way broadly, who would decide what was required. Before 
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much. 

A.  So back to these radio transmissions.  They were very 

lengthy and I caught the high points.  This was 

a serious situation.  I knew it right away.  I called 

into my drilling superintendent in Hassi Messaoud and 

I was trying to communicate some of the things I heard 

to him and he didn't have time to listen to me and he 

didn't understand what I was trying to tell him, that we 

had, you know, the terrorists' radio communications.  We 

knew things and we have all this intelligence. This is 

important. 

MS DOLAN:  Who was this at Hassi Messaoud? 

A.  This was my drilling superintendent.  His name is Van 

Flaherty(?).  He basically told me he had to go and he 

had another phone call.  So originally I tried to take 

these radio intercepts and deliver them to the BP chain 

of command who I report to.  They didn't have time to 

hear it so it got to a certain point where I felt like 

outside help was needed for the hostages, the men in 

hiding at the BdV and the gas plant, so that's when 

I made my phone call to the US consulate in Algiers. 

Q.  Were you in communication with anybody in hiding? 

A.  No, ma'am, I wasn't. 

Q.  How did you know who was in hiding? 

A.  Radio traffic. 
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1 you had this conversation was that your understanding 

2 that it was really the military who decided, for 

3 example, if there would be armed guards at VCP1 or VCP2, 

4 or did you for example think that was BP or the JV's 

5 responsibility?  Before this conversation what was your 

6 understanding? 

7 A.  It was ultimately BP and Statoil's call.  If it was up 

8 to the military they would have sold us private armed 

9 guards throughout.  If it was a military decision they 

10 would want private armed guards there. 

11 THE CORONER:  That was your understanding, even before this 

12 conversation? 

13 A.  Yes, sir.  Do you understand the reason for that?  The 

14 powerful generals had significant influence and income 

15 from private security inside of Algeria.  So, yes, if it 

16 was up to them you need beaucoup private security. 

17 That's coming from a man on the ground in Algeria, 

18 living in close quarters with Algerians. 

19 MS DOLAN:  And this man -- 

20 THE CORONER:  Sorry, who was the Gendarme who told you this? 

21 A. I didn't get his name. 

22 THE CORONER:  Did you say someone else was there when he 

23 told you that? 

24 A.  Billy Whitted heard this as well.  Not at the same time. 

25 THE CORONER:  So a different conversation.  Thank you very 
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Q.  So the Algerian radio traffic had told you who was in 

hiding? 

A.  No names and no specifics, but from listening to these 

minutes and minutes long of conversations it was 

understood that, you know, you have the guys who locked 

themselves in their rooms, you had the guys hiding in 

drainage culverts, things like that. 

Q.  But that wasn't on the radio transmissions? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Because those hiding people were nowhere near a radio 

with an Algerian, were they? 

A.  No, that came later.  But yes, we knew there were 

a significant amount of expats up there.  35 to 40 

wasn't even close.  So if you have 35 to 40 rounded up 

you're missing, if my math is correct, over 60. 

Q.  Did your drilling supervisor tell you to close down the 

well and take it out of operation? 

A.  Yes, he did, my drilling superintendent, yes, he did. 

Q.  And then he ended the call because he had other 

important things to deal with? 

A. That's correct. 

MS DOLAN:  I have no more questions, thank you. 

Questions from MR RITCHIE 

MR RITCHIE: Mr McDaniel I represent the family of 

Carlos Estrada, my name is Andrew Ritchie. 
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1 When the man walked in that morning, that first 

2 morning, were you in the position either at that time or 

3 any time after that to see the men that he spoke about? 

4 A.  Yes, sir, I was. 

5 Q.  Would you tell Her Majesty's Coroner what you saw? 

6 A.  I got up to the highest point I could on location where 

7 I could keep watch.  That was the rig floor.  I was 

8 watching for men on foot, men crawling, trying to sneak 

9 up on the drilling location.  What I saw was a white 

10 Landcruiser matching the exact description of the one 

11 that went missing from our location earlier.  It was 

12 milling around back towards that FRAC location, back 

13 towards that area the guard had come from.  It was kind 

14 of driving around like it was lost.  You know, no one 

15 around.  So that was the only vehicle I saw the entire 

16 morning. 

17 Q.  Did you see any men? 

18 A.  No, I didn't. 

19 Q.  Can I come to Hassi Messaoud and can we look at photos 

20 that you have produced of that.  The first is PowerPoint 

21 35.  Just the photo. 

22 THE CORONER:  Mr Ritchie, do you have a page number? 

23 MR RITCHIE:  My exhibit has been number stamped but, sir, 

24 that is 35, but if yours is not number stamped. 

25 THE CORONER:  I think it is. 
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Hassi Messaoud, is that correct? 

Q.  We have been informed that the BP compound is within 

a much larger compound? 

A.  I see. 

Q.  So I am calling that the Sonatrach compound.  Forgive me 

if my description didn't match the current one.  Is it 

right that the BP compound is within a much larger 

compound? 

A.  That's correct. 

Q.  When going into the larger compound what is the security 

like at the front gate there? 

A.  I don't recall. 

Q.  What's the security like at the front gate of the BP 

compound? 

A.  There's a big heavy metal sliding door and for you to 

get in they have to look through a smaller door and 

slide that gate open where you can actually drive in. 

Q.  Could you now turn to the photograph two down.  I have 

it as page 37 but I think you will have to go past -- 

THE CORONER:  Do we need that one or not, the one we just 

started with, the swimming pool? 

MR RITCHIE:  No, that is to identify the start of the next 

two photographs.  So the next photograph please, BP 

expat compound at Hassi Messaoud.  Does that show the 

entrance to the BP expat compound? 
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1 MR RITCHIE: So page 35 is the first PowerPoint. 

2 THE CORONER: That is the one, thank you very much. 

3 MR RITCHIE: So in my bundle this is E. Witness 58, E is 

4 the PowerPoint. It starts on 28 and the first photo -- 

5 it starts on page 28 in the numbering here. 

6 MS DOLAN: Ours starts on 1. 

7 MR RITCHIE: Then it is -- 

8 THE CORONER: Mine has a picture of a swimming pool. 

9 MR RITCHIE: The swimming pool, yes. Success. Did you stay 

10 in Hassi Messaoud? 

11 A. I did on occasion. 

12 Q. How long did you spend there in total? 

13 A. Typically I would spend two nights there. One when 

14 I came in and one when I went out at the most. 

15 Q. You say maximum security in your PowerPoint, reference 

16 page 140, we don't need to look at it, were any armed 

17 Gendarmes or armed military at the gates to the 

18 Sonatrach compound around the BP compound? 

19 A. I don't recall. 

20 Q. Were any armed Gendarmes or guards at the gates to the 

21 BP compound? 

22 A. No, they weren't. 

23 Q. The gates themselves to get into the Sonatrach compound, 

24 can you describe them? 

25 A. Are you talking about the one adjacent from the base at 
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A.  No, sir, that is the canteen.  That is where people eat 

at. 

Q.  What was this compound surrounded by? 

A.  You had a hurricane fence with razor wire on top of it. 

As an inner fence.  The outer fence was 18-foot tall, 

concrete fence with barbed wire on top of it so it was 

double fenced. 

Q.  Thank you.  If we go to the next photo I think we have 

what you call the maximum security perimeter.  If you 

put that on the screen.  It is coming up now I hope.  Is 

that part of the perimeter which you have just 

described? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Thank you.  May I turn then to another matter and that is 

a weapons cache which you have described.  You 

mention an Algerian national told you about this weapons 

cache in February 2012? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Can you identify that person? 

A.  He's a Statoil staff company man, a drilling supervisor. 

Q.  Do you have his name? 

A.  Majid Dubonnet(?) hard pronunciation. 

Q.  Was he with you on Enafor 20? 

A.  At times he was.  At times he wasn't. 

Q.  Where did you have the conversation where you discussed 
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the weapons cache with him? 

A. Before we moved on to that location at Hassi Farida 3 to 

5 construction was underway out there and they were 

building that location. 

Q. Sir, it is PowerPoint 89 and 88 if you are searching for 

the relevant -- 

THE CORONER: Thank you very much. 

MR RICHIE: And the discussion with the Algerian is 

PowerPoint 90. 

THE CORONER: Thank you. 

MR RITCHIE: So you were at Hassi Farida 6. You had 

a discussion with this particular Statoil national, 

a new camp was being built -- did you say at Hassi 

Farida 5? 

A. You're kind of getting ahead but we knew about the 

weapons cache well before moving on to Hassi Farida 5, 

the concern continued. 

Q. I seek your source of knowledge. 

A. Okay. 

Q. So was your source of knowledge the Statoil national you 

have just described or was there another source for this 

knowledge? 

A. Several sources. The Gendarmes wanted to increase expat 

movements to that location, ten vehicles minimum for one 

expat. If I was travelling in or to relieve a company 
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1 Q. Southern locals from the Illizi region? 

2 A. That's correct. 

3 Q. Is this related to many of the technicians being from 

4 north, being better educated and the like? 

5 A. Yes. So it wasn't one or two threats. It was a lot of 

6 concerns. It was spotters. It was chatter, I mean 

7 these guys talked to people who talked to people and 

8 they were concerned for their lives. 

9 Q. Let me move forwards. You mentioned the compromise that 

10 was reached and in fact in the end the national camp was 

11 put near the expat camp so a compromise was reached? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. August 2012 you go to Teg because I assume as a result 

14 of the drivers strike there wasn't much you could do at 

15 where you were placed in In Amenas? 

16 A. That's right. 

17 Q. At Teg you say the security was much higher. Please 

18 explain to Her Majesty's Coroner what you mean by that? 

19 A. Well I got on location and the security was much better 

20 and I asked why. 

21 Q. No, I am asking about why you think the security was 

22 better before you get to the reason. 

23 A. Okay. They had a vehicle checkpoint before you, an 

24 unarmed vehicle checkpoint that was heavily fortified 

25 always, Algerian regular army inside of that with Kevlar 

Page 203 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 

man, ten vehicles minimum.  There was a lot of concern 

as a result of this weapons cache. 

Q.  Did the Gendarmes tell you that they wished to increase 

to ten by the way of escort as a result of the cache or 

was it not connected to the cache? 

A.  It was the cache and several other things was what we 

understood to be the reason. 

Q.  May I come now to another point.  Sir, for your 

reference it is PowerPoint 109.  At Hassi Farida 5 and 6 

you say the nationals, the Algerians, demanded their own 

civil guards? 

A. They wanted private security, yes. 

Q.  Just to make clear the background, tell me if I'm wrong, 

expats were required to have some guarding by the 

military, weren't they? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q.  Algerians were not required to have some guarding by the 

military, were they? 

A. That's correct. 

Q.  So when the nationals were asking for armed civil guards 

do you know the reason why they were doing that? 

A.  There were a bunch of warning signs and threats back in 

November of 2011.  We had the tribal elders show up at 

our rig, Enafor rig 420, and they demanded that we 

employ more locals or else. 
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1 helmets, flak jackets and machineguns. They had 

2 a lot -- 

3 Q. Is Teg a BP JV site? 

4 A. They have a small interest in it. I believe around 

5 16 per cent at the time. 

6 Q. I see. Forgive me. Please go on. 

7 A. So they had that armed vehicle checkpoint. They had 

8 a lot planned out there. They would go on patrol in the 

9 middle of the night -- 

10 Q. Around the camp? 

11 A. Outside the perimeter, around -- I'd say a square mile 

12 around the perimeter. You would see them out there 

13 sneaking around at 2 o'clock in the morning, out there 

14 checking things out. 

15 Q. I am going to try to identify Teg. It isn't that easy 

16 because the map is fairly difficult to read but you will 

17 have, sitting down there on your right-hand side one of 

18 these. On your right-hand side by the wall, 

19 Mr McDaniel, one of these. The one with all the 

20 coloured sites on it. If you just familiarise yourself 

21 with it. Green is gas and red is oil. Can you try and 

22 find Teg and point it out for Her Majesty's Coroner? 

23 A. You see the red? 

24 THE CORONER: Do you have it, Mr Ritchie? 

25 MR RITCHIE: I am afraid I don't. 
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1 THE CORONER:  It is only if you knew.  It is easier for me 

2 to see because you have it turned round that way. 

3 MR RITCHIE:  I will point as soon as he has assisted me. 

4 A.  Where it says "plateau", right down to the left of that. 

5 MR RITCHIE: Right. So from In Amenas you are going mid 

6 country above In Salah?  In Amenas, In Salah, mid 

7 country. 

8 A.  Yes. 

9 Q.  Am I in the right place, Mr McDaniel? 

10 A.  Yes, you are. 

11 Q.  Thank you.  So that is what you saw with your own eyes 

12 and then you describe a conversation with Keith Tichenor 

13 who told you about threats. Who is Keith Tichenor? 

14 A. He was the senior company man on location. 

15 Q.  So we are in August 2012 and what did Mr Tichenor tell 

16 you about threats? 

17 A.  It was Mr Tichenor, it was also the OLC on that location 

18 but they had received a credible threat that terrorists 

19 were looking to attack an oil facility with expats 

20 present. 

21 Q.  Can I come through to another event that you mentioned. 

22 Sir, for PowerPoint reference it is 133, a local broke 

23 his wrist and you took him to hospital? 

24 A. No, sir, that's not correct. 

25 Q.  Forgive me. 
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1 A. Yes, sir. 

2 Q. Thank you. What were you told? 

3 A. They tried to go to In Amenas. It was on lock down, 

4 civil unrest. People not happy. Even Algerians from 

5 the north weren't safe at In Amenas. They turned around 

6 and had to go south to Illizi. 

7 Q. So they took this man to Illizi for medical treatment? 

8 A. Yes, sir. 

9 Q. Finally, the two vehicles that left site on the morning 

10 of the attack when Ms Dolan asked you questions you 

11 mentioned a whiteboard in the company man office? 

12 A. Yes, sir. 

13 Q. Is that your office? 

14 A. Yes, sir. 

15 Q. Is that your whiteboard? 

16 A. Yes, sir. 

17 Q. Do people write on that whiteboard about what happens to 

18 vehicles? 

19 A. In this case we did and I took a picture of it before we 

20 erased it. 

21 Q. And what was written on the whiteboard in relation to 

22 these vehicles? 

23 A. 4.30 to 5. 

24 Q. 4.30 to 5? 

25 A. Vehicles left location. It said crew change beside 
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1 A.  The response team on Enafor rig 20 took him in the 

2 ambulance and attempted to take him into In Amenas town. 

3 Q.  Stop there if you would.  Which month are we talking 

4 about and which year? 

5 A.  November/December 2012. 

6 Q.  2012? 

7 A.  45 days before the attack. 

8 Q.  The local broke his wrist.  How did you come to hear 

9 about this? 

10 A.  It was reported to me as per policy.  He slipped going 

11 to the latrine. 

12 Q.  We don't need the details. 

13 A.  Okay. 

14 Q.  Did you see the ambulance go? 

15 A.  Yes, I did. 

16 Q.  When did you find out where it went to? 

17 A.  Well we always check on the guy.  We want a report.  And 

18 I found out they tried to go to In Amenas. 

19 Q.  When did you find out and how?  I will ask you the 

20 detail in a second. 

21 A.  I believe two or three hours later. 

22 Q.  And how did you find out? 

23 A.  A report from Enafor on his condition. 

24 Q.  Thank you.  From Enafor, that is the company that runs 

25 the rig site? 
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1 that. 

2 Q.  It said crew change beside that? 

3 A.  That's correct. 

4 Q.  And as I understand your view on that is it is odd to 

5 have two going and it is odd to have them going so early 

6 when they usually go at 5.30? 

7 A.  Yes, sir. 

8 Q.  Would the vehicle usually go in to the bottom left-hand 

9 side of BdV where the national camp is to pick up their 

10 change of crew? 

11 A.  No, sir. 

12 Q.  Where would they usually go to pick up their change of 

13 crew? 

14 A.  They stayed, if my information is correct at the KCAD 

15 camp. 

16 MR RITCHIE:  The KCAD.  I think we are talking about the 

17 same thing.  Thank you very much, Mr McDaniel.  That is 

18 all my questions. 

19 Questions from MS GOLLOP 

20 MS GOLLOP:  Mr McDaniel, you told us about making 

21 a telephone call to Hassi Messaoud and speaking to 

22 a supervisor there.  Was there anybody else in your 

23 chain of command that you tried to talk to? 

24 A.  I talked to the IMT at points.  I talked to Mark Cobb at 

25 points. 
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1 Q.  This was on the 16th January, was it? 

2 A.  16 January? 

3 Q.  Whilst the attack was in progress? 

4 THE CORONER:  Can you help me with the place in his notes at 

5 all? 

6 MS GOLLOP:  No.  I am trying to talk about your -- I think 

7 perhaps it is easier if you use your recollection rather 

8 than your notes but talking about contact that you made 

9 with people whilst the terror attack was in progress? 

10 A.  Yes, my primary contact was my drilling superintendent 

11 Van Flaherty.  At times I did talk to the IMT.  I am not 

12 sure on what date or times without looking back at my 

13 phone records. 

14 Q.  Did you have telephone numbers, mobile numbers of 

15 anybody else on the BdV or at the CPF? 

16 A.  No, ma'am.  We did try to collect that for the US 

17 government.  We didn't have any success getting their 

18 mobile numbers. 

19 Q.  So when you say you talked to Mark Cobb, that wasn't 

20 whilst he was on the BdV? 

21 A.  No, ma'am, that would have had to have been on Thursday 

22 and then he did call me again on Saturday. 

23 Q.  So I am really interested in whilst the terrorists were 

24 actually terrorising people rather than after they had 

25 stopped terrorising people. 

Page 209 

 

1 manager of the facility.  They asked for him by name. 

2 Q.  Did you hear no further communications from the 

3 terrorists after that point? 

4 A.  Not directly from radio traffic, no.  No communications. 

5 Q.  No radio communications after about 10? 

6 A.  10, 10.30. 

7 Q.  You mentioned that you heard them making various 

8 threats, including threats to shoot, torture or blow up 

9 a group of hostages held at the gas plant.  You heard 

10 them make the threats.  Did you ever hear them say that 

11 they had actually done it? 

12 A.  I don't -- no, sir, not that I recall. 

13 Q.  Do you have a green bundle in front of you?  It should 

14 say "Core bundle "1. Could you turn to page 97 of that 

15 bundle, Mr McDaniel.  This is part of a security 

16 management plan that liaison function helped generate. 

17 So you might not have seen it before. There is just one 

18 sentence about it I want to ask you about. Towards the 

19 top of that page you will see in italics: 

20 "Comment on civilian armed guards.  Several attempts 

21 by local authorities have been made to impose armed 

22 guards on project locations.  This has been judged as 

23 unacceptable on the grounds of ethical issues, 

24 associated HSE risks and cost." 

25 You have told us about having a conversation where 
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1 A. Sure. Just to be clear on this, the last group of 

2 hostages were not killed until Saturday afternoon. I am 

3 not sure what's been going around or what kind of 

4 information you all have but I can say with certainty 

5 the last group of hostages, six or seven of them were 

6 not killed until Saturday afternoon. 

7 Q. We have had mention of a lawsuit that you are bringing 

8 in the United States. Is there any other investigation 

9 into what happened at In Amenas going on in the 

10 United States? 

11 A. Not that I'm aware of. 

12 Q. Have you been interviewed by the Algerians at all? 

13 A. Not at all. 

14 MS GOLLOP: Thank you. 

15 Questions from MR FLINN 

16 MR FLINN: Mr McDaniel, my name is Matthew Flinn and I ask 

17 questions on behalf of the request families of Carlos 

18 Bilsland, Kenny Whiteside, Paul Morgan and Garry Barlow. 

19 You mentioned overhearing radio communications over the 

20 course of 16 January, is that right? 

21 A. That's correct. 

22 Q. When did you stop hearing communications from the 

23 terrorists? 

24 A. About 10.30 or 11 in the morning. They demanded the 

25 cellphone number for Lotfi, the Sonatrach general 

Page 210 

 

1 a Gendarme told you that it had been their desire to 

2 have armed Gendarmes at project locations. What 

3 I wanted to just to be clear on, did they mention armed 

4 Gendarmes specifically or might they have been talking 

5 about armed civilian guards? 

6 A. Armed Gendarmes specifically. 

7 MR FLINN: Mr McDaniel, thank you very much. I have no 

8 further questions. 

9 Questions from MR POPAT 

10 MR POPAT: Mr McDaniel, I ask questions on behalf of BP. 

11 I just wondered whilst watching you whether you might be 

12 more comfortable just moving the microphone a little 

13 closer to you. You were having to lean over repeatedly 

14 to give your answers. Mr McDaniel just so we understand 

15 your evidence, you were employed as a drilling 

16 supervisor? 

17 A. Yes, sir. On my visa it said drilling engineer. 

18 Q. You are no longer employed by BP? 

19 A. No, sir, I left the company. 

20 Q. You are not a security expert and you weren't employed 

21 to provide security expertise? 

22 A. That's correct. However, the US government did get 

23 information from me during the crisis. My phone records 

24 show during the four day crisis while I was on the 

25 ground at In Amenas 313 minutes. So the information 
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1 they got from me apparently they thought it was pretty 

2 good because they kept calling me back. 

3 Q.  Thank you.  You were at the rig throughout the period of 

4 the attack and the rig is, we heard, some 12-kilometres 

5 away from the BdV and CPF? 

6 A. Yes, sir. 

7 Q.  Thankfully you were safely evacuated from the rig and 

8 the rig itself was not attacked? 

9 A.  They never breached our perimeter, no, sir. 

10 Q.  You are claiming damages from BP and Mr Cobb personally 

11 for the psychological injury you say you suffered by 

12 reason of the attack on the BdV and the CPF and I think 

13 a physical injury you suffered during the course of the 

14 period of the attack while you were at the rig.  Is that 

15 right? 

16 A. That's correct. 

17 Q.  The basis for your claim is that there was negligence 

18 and fraud of various types but perhaps more importantly 

19 for our purposes the basis for that negligence and fraud 

20 that you allege are many of the things, if not all of 

21 the things, that you have set out in your witness 

22 statement and included in your PowerPoint presentation? 

23 A.  It doesn't include all of them but yes, that is the 

24 basis. 

25 Q.  Thank you.  So far as your giving any evidence about 
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1 attack on the rig, Mr Whitted, was he your counterpart 

2 at the rig? He was the day supervisor and you were the 

3 night supervisor? 

4 A. That's correct. 

5 Q. He's provided a statement to the coroner. You don't 

6 need to have it brought up to you. Sir, for your 

7 reference it is witness statement bundle 4, divider 55. 

8 Mr Whitted in his statement says at page 4 that, I will 

9 read out what he actually says, Mr McDaniel: 

10 "I secured myself with Brad McDaniel in a foxhole we 

11 had dug under the steel platform where the cabins sat. 

12 The cabins had only particle board walls and would have 

13 offered little protection and after that shortly after 

14 we were locked down." 

15 Does that accurately describe where you were 

16 positioned with Mr Whitted during the course of the 

17 period of time while the attack was going on? 

18 A. No, sir. 

19 Q. You were elsewhere? 

20 A. We were forced into our rooms by Tom Martin and 

21 a Gendarme with an AK47, a Gendarme captain. 

22 Q. So up until that point when you were put into your rooms 

23 this is where you were where Mr Whitted describes but 

24 thereafter you were forced into your rooms? 

25 A. I can't answer that question because simply we were 
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1 what actually happened at the BdV and the CPF during the 

2 attack your evidence is based either on, I think you 

3 have some photographs in the papers you provided, either 

4 on what you saw from the rig site, what you had 

5 translated to you from the radio chatter that you have 

6 described or what you have heard and I think heard 

7 during the course of the attack by some unnamed US 

8 sources? 

9 A.  I was using every means available to me to gather 

10 intelligence, anything and everything.  This included 

11 conversations between guys I trusted on location who 

12 were Algerian nationals, with the lower level Gendarmes, 

13 what they were hearing on the radio.  Just anything and 

14 everything imaginable plus I was in contact with the US 

15 and we shared information, that's correct. 

16 Q.  The contact you were having with the US was not with 

17 anyone within the BdV and the CPF but from outside 

18 sources? 

19 A.  I was in contact with people who were controlling the 

20 predator drone, the surveillance -- the C130s. 

21 Q.  Just people not actually directly in the BdV or the CPF 

22 but of the sort you described? 

23 A.  That's correct. 

24 Q.  Thank you.  Now, so far as you yourself were concerned 

25 and where you were physically during the period of the 
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1 forced into our rooms multiple times during the crisis. 

2 I didn't dig the foxhole until Wednesday night and Billy 

3 was sleeping while I dug that foxhole. 

4 Q.  In your statement and in various documents you have 

5 generated, Mr McDaniel, you have said things to the 

6 effect, and this is a direct quote from your witness 

7 statement that: 

8 "Based on [your] involvement and observations in 

9 In Amenas BP did have prior knowledge about many serious 

10 warnings and direct threats leading up to the attack." 

11 What you go on to say in the statement is that they 

12 must have had knowledge, because, in your words, even 

13 you had this knowledge and you are just one man on the 

14 ground.  You also say at other points that BP, if 

15 I paraphrase it, covered things up, the various things 

16 you have identified? 

17 A.  Yes, that's correct. 

18 Q.  What you have set out in your statement are a number of 

19 things, some of which you have talked about today which 

20 are all what you have described as serious signals or 

21 direct threats that BP knew about but kept quiet about 

22 and hid them from different people. 

23 One of those things is the threat which you have 

24 described in your statement and it is paragraph 11(a) of 

25 your witness statement, Mr McDaniel, that if any of the 
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hunger strikers were to die 25 expats would be killed 

for each one. So it is clear because your statement 

reads as if that was something you heard, if I have 

understood your evidence correctly today, you didn't 

actually hear that. It was a threat which you say was 

passed on to your rig clerk and an Algerian national 

safety man from some of the strikers? 

A. I don't speak Tuareg. That is correct. Everything's 

translated. 

Q. Your rig clerk where, which rig clerk? 

A. Enafor rig 20. 

Q. At Enafor 20. 

A. Also we had a JV contract safety man there named Jamal, 

I can't think of his name off the top of my head but we 

had several JV personnel on that location, including 

Mike Sutherland. 

Q. When was this? 

A. November, December 2012. 

Q. Yes, but do you know when in November or December? 

A. I would have to look at my notes. 

Q. You haven't given a date in any of the various documents 

you have created, so I don't know if there is some other 

document you might have which would have set it out, but 

at the moment the best you can say it was some time 

in November or December 2012? 
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in November 2012 you must have heard it by then, yes? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  And who was the manager you told? 

A.  Van Flaherty, he's my drilling superintendent. 

Q.  Over the next page, the next slide, is when you appear 

to be explaining how you came about this information 

because what you say there is: 

"Whilst on..." 

And we know it is Enafor 20: 

"...one of our Tuareg guards/drivers decided to go 

on hunger strike. It was decided that we didn't have 

the medical facilities on location to treat him if his 

condition deteriorated so OLC Tom informed him that he 

could hunger strike but must go to the In Amenas BdV to 

do so.  That is when we received the threat." 

So it I just want to understand, which is it?  Was 

it when you were with Mr Martin dealing with the hunger 

striker who was being required to be moved to the BdV or 

a different occasion when you received this threat? 

A.  It was that time period.  I wasn't taking part in 

conversations with Tom Martin, with these Tuaregs that 

he was responsible for. 

Q. You say you told your manager, did you record the fact 

of this threat being communicated to you in any email or 

any other communication of any sort? 
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A.  I would have to look to get the exact date.  It is 

almost two years ago. 

Q.  In your PowerPoint presentation, I will try to help you 

find your way through the presentation, we have 

a version of it which has some page numbers on it. 

A.  Okay. 

Q.  Do you have one which has the page numbers on it? 

A.  No, I don't. 

Q. It may be it can be provided but if I just read it out 

to save some time. It is page 130.  If it helps you it 

is about 30 or so -- 

THE CORONER:  40 pages in from the back. 

MR POPAT:  Thank you, sir, it is about 44 pages in from the 

back.  It is headed "Mass killing of expats threatened 

during the strike", and the first bullet point says: 

"November/December, 2012, it was communicated by the 

local Tuareg strikers, many of whose function was to 

guard us, that if of their hunger strikers were to die 

25 expats would be killed for that one death of the 

hunger striker." 

You say exchange rate 25:1: 

"Well known in the BP JV management.  I personally 

told my manager the first time I heard it 

in November 2012." 

So I think we can assume that if you told somebody 
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A.  I haven't been able to access my BP email account.  I'm 

not sure. 

Q.  Mr McDaniel, you have provided a number of emails that 

you did send out before the attack and clearly at those 

times you had access to whichever email account you 

needed to have access to.  Did you find any email in 

which you had communicated this point to anyone? 

A.  I have two different email accounts.  One is a BP email 

account.  One is a JV Gas email account.  Again, 

I didn't have access to my JV Gas email account that 

I recall.  So I didn't find any emails with that threat. 

Q.  Also in your statement, again, paragraph 11, you set out 

a number of other things which you identified which are 

still within this heading that you have given of serious 

and direct threats which are known about but covered up. 

I am not going to go through all of those with you. 

But, for example, you make reference to a report which 

says that BP knew that the transportation company 

employed by the JV had ties with Al Qaeda and in your 

witness statement at paragraph 5 you say you have 

discovered that the freight company employed by the JV 

was owned by the brother of Abou Zeid and at paragraph 8 

that BP having received that warning effectively hid it. 

So we understand correctly you didn't discover any 

such warning, did you?  You read a report after the 

Page 220 

http://www.merrillcorp.com/mls


Day 14 In Amenas Inquest 8 October 2014 

56 (Pages 221 to 224) 

8th Floor 165 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2DY 

Merrill Corporation 
(+44) 207 404 1400 

www.merrillcorp.com/mls 

 

 

 

 
1 attack which makes that statement? 

2 A. While I was on the ground in In Amenas talking to an 

3 Algerian national we heard a less detailed account of 

4 that warning. Basically BP had been warned that 

5 a transport company we used was connected to the 

6 terrorists. So, yes, I heard a non-detailed, 

7 nondescript version of that, that they did receive that 

8 threat. 

9 Q. When was this, Mr McDaniel? 

10 A. I would have to look back to get the date. It was 

11 probably November 2011, September 2011. 

12 Q. What did you do having received that warning? 

13 A. Well you have got to put a little trust in these guys, 

14 you know. 

15 Q. So is the answer you didn't pass that warning on or that 

16 message on to anyone else? 

17 A. Well, the warning we got was BP had been warned so no, 

18 I didn't repass on a nondescript warning that I heard 

19 that they had got, no. 

20 THE CORONER: Did you make any inquiries as to what BP had 

21 done as a result of hearing the warning? 

22 A. I did. I asked. 

23 THE CORONER: Who did you speak to? 

24 A. This is through an Algerian national. 

25 THE CORONER: I meant, did you speak to BP themselves? 
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1 report was so that the FBI at the time could see who the 

2 BP managers on that drill site were. So no, this report 

3 wasn't about reporting the attack. This was about 

4 persons on board and who to talk to about this attack 

5 happening, first hand knowledge. 

6 Q. Were you aware that situation reports were produced 

7 which identified this incident, were circulated by BP to 

8 various people within BP and a meeting was held with all 

9 of those evacuated from Libya after the events when all 

10 of these matters were discussed? 

11 A. I was aware of that. I am aware that when they decided 

12 to restaff Libya Andy Hanuman, the wells team leader who 

13 was put on that project was not told of this attack. 

14 Billy Whitted who was staffed as a well site leader on 

15 that rig was not told of this attack by BP. Anybody who 

16 had been on that rig when it was attacked would not have 

17 gone out there with the level of security that they were 

18 going to put them out there with knowing this rig was 

19 attacked. 

20 Q. Are you aware that BP have not resumed operations in 

21 Libya after the events in Libya? 

22 A. I'm aware of that, yes. 

23 Q. You have mentioned also a further warning or threat 

24 which you say I think BP again hid. This is 

25 paragraph 11(i) of your statement, of a warning provided 
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1 A.  No, sir, I didn't. 

2 THE CORONER:  Saying what have you done having had the 

3 warning? 

4 A.  No, sir, I didn't. 

5 MR POPAT:  You mention also in your witness statement an 

6 attack at the Weatherford rig in Libya.  I am not going 

7 to go into the detail of that, but again, it is 

8 something you have identified as a serious and direct 

9 threat and you say in the course of your statement and 

10 presentations that this was an attack which was very 

11 similar to the attack that occurred almost two years 

12 later at In Amenas in a different country.  Again, so we 

13 are clear, that is not something that you witnessed? 

14 That is right. 

15 A.  That's correct, I was on that rig a couple of weeks 

16 before it was attacked. 

17 Q.  And you say that BP effectively kept quiet about that 

18 attack though you produced with your witness statement 

19 something called a daily operations report? 

20 A.  Yes, sir. 

21 Q.  Again, so we are clear, I have looked at that operations 

22 report and that doesn't seem to mention this incident at 

23 all? 

24 A.  This operations report was put out the day before the 

25 attack.  The only reason I submitted that operations 
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1 to BP and the JV by the US government to shoot down 

2 a charter flight and as I say, you seem to have been 

3 including that as with the other warnings and threats as 

4 something which was not communicated. 

5 Just so we are clear about this, because the dates 

6 may be different, this is a warning issued, you say, by 

7 the US government.  It relates specifically to plots to 

8 shoot down charter flights using surface to air 

9 missiles? 

10 A.  That was reported in the Statoil report.  This threat 

11 did come from the US government as required by US law. 

12 Q.  Just help us then with this: in the bundles in front of 

13 you, it is core bundle 2, I am afraid I don't know what 

14 colour that is. 

15 THE CORONER:  Red. 

16 MR POPAT: Mr McDaniel, it is divider 6. This is 

17 a communication from the British embassy in 2012. It 

18 refers in the first paragraph to: 

19 "Press coverage of a threat made by terrorists 

20 linked to [AQIM] against British and US companies and 

21 their staff flying in and out of oil and gas 

22 installations.  The US embassy sent an email 

23 highlighting this new threat to employees of US 

24 companies.  The ambassador recognized this caused much 

25 concern for you and your families." 
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1 Then in the next paragraph: 

2 "Relevant authorities in London have looked closely 

3 at this new information to assess what advice to give. 

4 Reasonable to assume instability in Libya and increased 

5 flow of arms and money over Libya's borders has 

6 increased the terrorist threat in Algeria.  However, the 

7 UK does not believe that this new threat from AQIM to 

8 target aircraft poses either an imminent or credible 

9 threat. Been in touch with the UK airlines affected. 

10 No plans at present to change our current travel advice 

11 for Algeria." 

12 Then in the next paragraph: 

13 "Algerian authorities take their responsibilities 

14 very seriously and have stepped up their security." 

15 Then the final paragraph of course: 

16 "Need to continue to be vigilant." 

17 That is the same threat you are referring to? 

18 A.  I believe so.  What's the date on this? 

19 Q.  I am afraid we don't have a precise date but it is 2012. 

20 A. It sounds like real brilliant advice given the attack on 

21 In Amenas. 

22 Q.  It is certainly not something that was being hidden or 

23 kept away from anyone? 

24 A.  I never got this.  Like I said, it's real good advice 

25 considering the attack on In Amenas. 
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Q.  Finally, in relation to your paragraph 11, I have not 

covered all of the things you have listed in your 

paragraph, Mr McDaniel, but just some of the ones that 

you have already discussed. 

Paragraph 11(o) of your witness statement, you say 

that: 

"Even before going into demobilise rig 20 BP 

management were well aware that expats faced the threat 

of violence from the labour strikers as on the 

18 November 2012 I [you] wrote an internal BP email to 

Nathan Lewis advising word is they [the strikers] might 

get violent towards us and do everything they can to 

damage the field." 

You provided that email with your witness statement. 

It is appendix BM4.  The appendices should be just 

behind your witness statement. 

A.  I'm aware of the email, yes. 

Q.  Thank you.  That exchange of emails with Mr Nathan Lewis 

begins in the afternoon of 18 November 2012 with 

Mr Lewis sending a very short email saying "sorry, sent 

the last one out from the BP shared account.  Reply to 

this if you get it. I'm headed to Smiths at 4.30." 

I don't know what Smiths is, I am assuming it is a 

bar or restaurant or ... 

A.  It is a service company, in Hassi Messaoud.  They have 
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1 Q.  So far as private armed guards are concerned, you have 

2 given in your statement a reference to the Enafor rig 20 

3 situation and I think you have said that the desire, at 

4 least, was for private armed guards to be provided 

5 there? 

6 A.  They arrived on location. 

7 Q.  Sorry, they arrived on location? 

8 A.  Private armed guards arrived on the rig camp location. 

9 Q.  Did you see these guards? 

10 A.  They were reported to me.  I was told by my drilling 

11 superintendent at the time BP staff, E&R Brown, that 

12 they arrived to shut down the rig.  So the guards 

13 arrived.  They were waiting on their weapons to arrive 

14 from Algeria. 

15 Q.  Sorry, Mr McDaniel.  Did you see them or not? 

16 A.  No, I didn't. 

17 Q.  Were you aware that Enafor rig 20, the operators at 

18 least did request private armed guards for the nationals 

19 camp, not the expat camp, but the nationals camp? 

20 A.  The national main camp, yes. 

21 Q.  And were you aware that the principal reason for 

22 requesting that was to assist with protection from theft 

23 and other concerns of that sort that had arisen? 

24 A.  Violence was the reason I was given, concerns for their 

25 safety. 
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a barbecue sometimes in the afternoon. 

Q.  And you reply saying: 

"I'm up at Gatwick so can't make it." 

And some other administrative detail.  Then you say: 

"I am going to be heading straight out to rig 20." 

Then you say: 

"99 per cent sure we're going to release it after 

the JV shareholders meeting.  We are getting everything 

we can off it that's ours.  Might be interesting if they fire 

the strikers while we are down there.  Word is the might 

get violent towards us and do everything they can to 

damage the field.  The only thing that has kept the local 

tribe happy is that we employ so many of their own.    

So if we fire them no telling what will happen." 

Then you say: 

"Did you decide if you are coming over to the JV or 

not?" 

So when you are writing to Mr Lewis you are also 

asking him if he is going to move over to the JV? 

A.  That's correct. 

Q.  And he replies in the email over the page, I won't go 

through it in detail.  He sets out a fair bit of 

information which in short amounts to him saying: 

thought about it but no, because they want a two year 

commitment and I don't want to give that much of 
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a commitment. 

But you, you, Mr McDaniel, should be in for with 

a good chance of getting a promotion because the 

position at grade H should be yours for the taking 

because of your experience and expertise? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  No suggestion to Mr Lewis, don't come over to the JV 

because it's incredibly dangerous and I've heard all of 

these threats and know all about of these things which 

might be a problem? 

A.  I had a lot of assurances that security was handled, 

a lot of false assurances as they turned out.  I was 

under the impression that we were to be protected. 

Q.  Now, you also say at paragraph 12 of your statement, and 

it is something you have repeated today, that at some stage 

you were told during the attack by Gendarmes 

that -- sorry, I think you have said now it was a single 

Gendarme.  I think your statement may have referred to 

Gendarmes -- but a Gendarme told you and Mr Whitted that 

they, the Gendarmes, wanted to be placed at the camp and 

the VCPs, yes? 

A.  Entrance to the camp, VCPs and entrance to the gas 

plant. 

Q.  How long did that conversation with that Gendarme take? 

A.  A couple of minutes. 
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1 bereaved families and you have set out your thoughts in 

2 emails of the sort we have, just by way of an example, 

3 again, in the same core bundle you were looking at 

4 I think, the red one, sorry, behind divider 14. 

5 Dividers 14 and 15 are various emails.  The ones behind 

6 divider 14 are not from you but they make reference to 

7 communications you have clearly provided.  Top of the 

8 email exchanges on page 593 behind divider 14: 

9 "I have received this email from Lou Fear [who we 

10 have heard from] and the attachment is from a guy called 

11 Brad McDaniel. The last page of the letter from Brad 

12 which details an attack in Libya very similar to the 

13 attack at In Amenas.  They arrived in vehicles with 

14 weapons, asked for expats et cetera.  It's all in the 

15 letter." 

16 Two paragraphs down: 

17 "It is absolutely vital to the investigation." 

18 At the bottom of that page we have an email from 

19 Mr Fear setting out effectively that he has received 

20 attachments of information from you and again making 

21 reference to the attack in Libya in 2011. 

22 Over the page, at the bottom of that paragraph at 

23 the top of the page last sentence: 

24 "I think that this combined with a cover-up of the 

25 previous attack in Libya would have been enough 
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Q.  What language? 

A.  English. 

Q.  In English? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And he said that to you and Mr Whitted? 

A. I know he told Billy about it because me and Billy 

talked later about how ridiculous it was not to have 

armed guards at those positions. 

Q.  Just help if you can, you may not be able to, because 

again, as I said to you before, Mr Whitted has provided 

a statement to this inquest.  Again, sir, for your 

reference, tab 55 of bundle 4.  In it Mr Whitted says on 

page 1 at the bottom, clearly: 

"Tom Martin was the company liaison officer with the 

Gendarme and all communications with them went through 

him.  All the information from the Gendarme relayed 

by me is comprised of secondhand information from Tom." 

A.  That isn't correct. 

Q.  Thank you.  Finally, Mr McDaniel, you have, as I say, 

set out this material in numerous places and you have 

communicated it to a number of people.  You mentioned 

the presentation you gave to BP.  You have spoken to 

authorities that have been willing to take your account 

and listen to your account.  You have also communicated 

to survivors of this horrific attack and some of the 
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1 information for some of my guys to leave In Amenas and 

2 not return after Christmas 2012. So in my opinion if we 

3 had been informed of the security changes and previous 

4 attack then [He refers specifically to Mr Bilsland] 

5 might be alive today." 

6 And the sort of communications, the attachments that 

7 those gentlemen were referring to we have got behind 

8 divider 15.  These are the sorts of emails and 

9 communications you were providing which would then be 

10 forwarded on in the way we have talked about. 

11 I am not going to go through all of these but would 

12 it be fair to say, Mr McDaniel, what you have set out in 

13 the information attached to this email is effectively 

14 a series of statements which report these things that 

15 you have described such as the terrorist attack in Libya 

16 which occurred, you say, in a very similar way to 

17 In Amenas, and the attack that occurred there, as if 

18 they were facts? 

19 A.  I didn't have first hand knowledge of them but, yes, 

20 I had factual accounts. 

21 Q.  And that is how you have conveyed this sort of 

22 information to those people you have been communicating 

23 with? 

24 A.  I'm not going to let you put words into my mouth. 

25 I don't really understand what you are trying to say, 
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but I did inform them of the attack on Weatherford 802 

in Libya because nobody had told them.  This attack 

happened right across the border.  Nobody in In Amenas 

told them about it.  So this is what I know. 

Q.  And repeatedly throughout these communications you have 

referred to BP in particular hiding information of the 

sort that we have talked about? 

A.  I would say they kept it from us, yes. 

Q.  And that's what you have been communicating repeatedly 

to people who survived and were bereaved in the course 

of this attack? 

A.  Like i said I don't think I'm going to let you put words 

into my mouth.  I did communicate with survivors, 

victim's families, information I had to the best of my 

knowledge. 

MR POPAT:  Thank you, Mr McDaniel. 

THE CORONER:  Thank you very much. 

MS DOLAN:  Sir -- 

MR FLINN:  I am very sorry to rise out of turn.  I was 

handed a note with a further question if that's okay. 

THE CORONER:  Of course. 

Further questions from MR FLINN 

MR FLINN:  Thank you very much. 

Mr McDaniel, you did mention at one earlier point in 

your evidence that you were of the understanding that 
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1 point it was confirmed that it was still an active 

2 hostage situation.  Six or seven hostages still inside, 

3 explosives in place. 

4 Q.  You were told that they were still inside where? 

5 A.  Inside the gas plant. 

6 Q.  The coroner, it is entirely a matter for the coroner to 

7 come to his own collusions with regard to the whole of 

8 the evidence he has heard but he has evidence which 

9 might tend to suggest there was an explosion at the gas 

10 plant on the evening of the 18 January.  And there has 

11 been other evidence which might suggest that a number of 

12 hostages were killed in that explosion.  Do you have any 

13 direct knowledge of information that would contradict 

14 that? 

15 A.  Yes, I do.  It takes an extremely long amount of time to 

16 present.  I did present it to BP in August 2013. 

17 Q.  Could you give us the executive summary? 

18 A.  Well, I had been in contact with the US authorities and 

19 my goal was to expose the truth, get these guys help. 

20 The US had pulled their surveillance planes out as the 

21 sun was setting on Thursday after the helicopter attack. 

22 They were under the impression that this thing was over. 

23 I made three different phone calls insisting that this 

24 thing was not over.  The planes came back.  See, I'm in 

25 contact with the US government and giving them all the 
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a group of hostages had died on Saturday which I think 

was 19 January.  Can I just clarify where that 

understanding comes from? 

A.  Gathering intelligence on the ground for four days 

before these men were killed. 

Q.  Who did you hear it from? 

A.  Not one source.  It was all the information I had. 

During this attack the Algerian government was lying to 

the western governments, specifically the United States. 

Thursday after the helicopter attack they claimed that 

the hostage situation was over and only four expats had 

been killed, so nothing to worry about, nothing to see 

here.  That we would be getting out soon from the rig. 

They had -- the helicopter attack was -- they tried to 

portray it as a success story and -- 

Q. Mr McDaniel, can I just cut in there. On 19 January did 

you have any direct information that there were hostages 

still alive? 

A.  Yes, sir, I did.  As Tom Martin detailed we went up past 

VCP2.  Observations I had was it was still a stand off 

based on troop positions.  I passed by the same vehicles 

that Tom did.  I don't agree with all of his accounts of 

which one was which.  There was some incorrect answers 

there, but we parked at the Gendarme base, the entrance 

to the Gendarme base for about 30 minutes.  At that 
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1 information I can give. So before we even went up to 

2 the falaise, up to the Gendarme base, I had significant 

3 reason to believe it was still active. We got up there, 

4 we parked our vehicle and special forces, one with a 

5 holographic sight on his sub-machine gun, came by our 

6 vehicles. There was a high ranking Algerian commander 

7 there with a wood grip pistol on his hip. All these 

8 guys were talking. They held us there for 30 minutes. 

9 All these guys were talking who were coming by, talking 

10 to the Gendarme driving us out of that position. So we 

11 asked that Gendarme what's the status on the gas plant? 

12 And that's when he gave us the information, that six or 

13 seven hostages still in place with explosives, four or 

14 five terrorists. It was still a stand off. It wasn't 

15 a mopping up. It was a stand off. 

16 THE CORONER: Sorry, who was with you when you had that 

17 conversation? 

18 A. Billy Whitted was in the back seat. A Portuguese French 

19 tool pusher, Antonio, he was in the back seat. He 

20 translated. 

21 MR FLINN: Just a few final questions from me on this. You 

22 didn't overhear any radio communications in respect of 

23 terrorists in the gas plant on 19 January, did you? 

24 A. I did. 

25 Q. You did? 
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1 A. Like I said, it's a long story, a lot of details. So 

2 they were killing time. This thing was still active. 

3 They didn't want the world to know. They took us the 

4 long way up there. They held us at the Gendarme base. 

5 They killed 30 minutes there and then they took us to 

6 VCP1. 

7 THE CORONER: I am sorry, they are having all these 

8 conversations in your presence or with you, are you 

9 saying telling the world one thing but prepared to tell 

10 you another or to let you hear another being said? Is 

11 that what you are saying? Why would they do that? 

12 A. I'm saying the Algerian government was lying. 

13 THE CORONER: Yes but why would they then let you hear what 

14 the truth was? 

15 A. They're not loyal to the Algerian government. 

16 THE CORONER: Sorry, I don't understand, but anyway, you 

17 carry on. 

18 MR FLINN: Just a couple more questions, sir. You weren't 

19 in communication with anyone at the gas plant were you? 

20 A. No, I wasn't, so they killed another 45 minutes at VCP1. 

21 At that point there's fire trucks there and it looks 

22 like they're from the fire department in New York, very 

23 fancy fire trucks, the guys were suiting up ready to go. 

24 So they're killing time there. They're holding us there 

25 and they don't want us getting out until this thing is 
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1 this Gendarme base.  At some point there's radio chatter 

2 and it was an attack.  It was a final attack.  Very 

3 excited voices.  We couldn't make out what they were 

4 saying but it was confrontation. 

5 Q.  So this is in the Gendarme base.  You heard radio 

6 chatter.  But you couldn't understand what was being 

7 said. 

8 A.  No, sir. 

9 Q.  So you can't say whether or not that was communications 

10 with anyone at the gas plant, for example? 

11 A.  No, it was a final attack. 

12 THE CORONER:  How do you know that if you couldn't 

13 understand what was being said? 

14 A.  In context.  I put my tool pusher Antonio on it and 

15 I asked him to pick up what he could and get back to me. 

16 I was doing other things and he came back and said he 

17 couldn't make anything of it.  It was too garbled. 

18 THE CORONER:  He couldn't make out anything either? 

19 A.  He couldn't. 

20 THE CORONER:  But somehow you managed to get this 

21 impression? 

22 A.  Yes, sir, I was in contact with the US government who 

23 was actively gathering intelligence on the facts that 

24 I am putting out. 

25 MR FLINN:  Could you give us the name of the person in the 
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1 a done deal is what I assume. So at that point we 

2 started heading into In Amenas town where we go through 

3 processing but I didn't get cellphone reception at any 

4 of those places. Once I got up on the falaise I lost 

5 cellphone reception. So comms were down Thursday 

6 afternoon, Friday and Saturday at the gas plant. So 

7 there was a black out of comms. So I get half way to In 

8 Amenas town and I text my US contact what I had heard 

9 confirming that the gas plant is still active. I get to 

10 the Gendarme base and we started figuring out all this 

11 stuff, and going to the bathroom and texting my US 

12 contact the Intel I'm picking up. DRS showed up, 

13 Algerian services showed up in an SUV dressed real 

14 fancy. 

15 Q. Mr McDaniel, sorry to interrupt you, but I just want to 

16 get a basic impression of it. It sounds like you heard 

17 various pieces of information which led you to the 

18 belief that there were still people alive at the gas 

19 plant on 19 January. Would that be a fair way of 

20 summing-up your position? 

21 A. I would say I was certain that there were hostages alive 

22 at the gas plant on 19 January. I am trying to give the 

23 executive summary but I don't have any ten points to 

24 prove this. It is pictures, it is slides, it is text 

25 messages between me and US contacts. So we got into 
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1 US government that you were in contact with. 

2 A. I have his name but I'm not going to give it. 

3 Q. In which case I don't anticipate that I could push it 

4 any further. Thank you very much. 

5 A. I do have texts with his name blocked out, with the 

6 cellphone number blocked out. There's quite a bit more 

7 to this but like I said, I'm certain, we got on 

8 a Norwegian one, a medevac plane, and we were going to 

9 fly out of the country on it. They took us off that 

10 plane because of the 20 something wounded and killed in 

11 that final attack at the gas plant. So they needed that 

12 plane to tend to the critically injured. This was 

13 Saturday afternoon, 4 or 5 o'clock they pulled us off. 

14 MR FLINN: Thank you very much for your help, Mr McDaniel. 

15 MR POPAT: Questions you might just want to confirm with 

16 Mr McDaniel. He has provided a number of texts with an 

17 email which was sent through to your office which 

18 a assume are the same texts that you are referring to. 

19 A. They are a sample of the texts. 

20 THE CORONER: They are the important ones I assume, you 

21 wouldn't have given us the unimportant ones? 

22 A. I have to say that's correct, yes. 

23 THE CORONER: So we have those. That's all. 

24 A. These texts, just one thing to note, these texts were 

25 when I couldn't talk. I was in midst of DRS agents. 
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I was being real secretive for obvious reasons.  So, 

yes, I only texted when I couldn't talk on the phone, 

just to be clear about that. 

MS GERRY: Sorry to rise, I just wanted to raise in relation 

to the Norwegian witness summary accounts which have 

been given as part of the exhibit.  I don't know if 

I can deal with that very briefly this evening before 

you go. 

THE CORONER:  We can let Mr McDaniel go though? 

MS GERRY:  Yes, we can. 

THE CORONER:  Very well. 

(The witness withdrew) 

MS GERRY:  I am afraid I am not sure when we acquired them 

but the reference is D1794.  Which essentially is 

a document which contains seven summaries of the 

Norwegian accounts.  It is just in relation in 

particular to some evidence we heard from Lou Fear, 

which I just if I may just flag up to those colleagues 

of mine from Statoil to consider them.  It is in 

relation to Harry Knarvik and in his witness statement 

he refers to around 2 or 3 o'clock on the Thursday 

afternoon he was up at the CPF and he recalled seeing 

the military taking out a vehicle but it's on its way 

through the gate of the CPF and then maybe half an hour 

later when there were four or five loud bangs. 
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1 be aware probably there is a question mark as to how 

2 close the terrorists were at the point of the attack and 

3 whether or not Paul Morgan may have got shot from close 

4 range.  Then may be less useful is Bjarne Vjage who 

5 records going and seeing the car that Paul was sitting 

6 in although the summary does say that he didn't go and 

7 have a close look himself but said others did go and 

8 have a look.  Again, there may be some more additional 

9 information. 

10 Sir, if I can just flag up those four witnesses may 

11 particularly have some information which may assist. 

12 THE CORONER:  I am sure Mr Ferguson has that well in mind. 

13 MR FERGUSON: I do, thank you very much. 

14 THE CORONER:  All right.  Thank you all very much.  So 

15 10 o'clock tomorrow morning. 

16 (5.47 pm) 

17 (The inquest adjourned until the felling day at 10.00 am) 
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In relation to that obviously there are a lot of 

questions about what the military were or weren't doing 

and whether the military actually fired at a vehicle and 

whether it hit a vehicle and I ask for that part of the 

statement to be looked at to see if there is anything 

additional there. 

Then in relation to Thure Ingbrutzen, again, he in 

his account, the same incident, they saw a vehicle that 

had been shot at and set on fire.  Afterwards they saw 

two or three people.  There were two people walking west 

along the fence of the CPF and there was one standing 

a short distance from the vehicle.  They saw helicopters 

in the air, gunship helicopters, two people running and 

one standing with hands above his head to indicate they 

were hostages so the helicopters didn't try to shoot. 

The helicopters shot at the vehicle and set fire to it. 

So again, there may be some additional information 

there that assists with the accounts we have already 

heard. 

Just in relation to two other witnesses, Haakan 

Sletton, Bjarne Vjage, who deal with Mr Morgan and in 

particular, Mr Sletton, his summary includes his driver 

had said -- this is the attack on the bus convoy -- the 

bus driver said that someone had been standing in front 

of the bus pointing a weapon at him and, sir, you will 
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