
Marital Status and Household Composition
The 2001 Census gathered information on marital status
of adults, household composition and dependent children,
which forms the focus of this bulletin.

Marital Status
Each Census has asked people aged 16 years and over to
identify their legal marital status on the day of the Census.
Marriage is the only marital status that is comparable over the
last three Censuses, and is illustrated as a proportion of the
population aged 16 years and over in Figure 1.

According to the 2001 Census, 45% of the adult population are
married in West Sussex (44% in England and Wales (E&W)),
varying within the county from 49% in Horsham and Mid Sussex
to 40% in Worthing. Figure 1 clearly illustrates the significant
decrease in the proportion of married people that has occurred
over the last two decades; in 1981 65% of the adult population
in West Sussex were married compared to 45% in 2001, which is
similar to the decline seen nationally. The majority of this fall
occurred between 1991 and 2001. Crawley has seen the greatest
reduction in the proportion of married people (24%); in 1981,
along with Horsham and Mid Sussex, it had the highest
proportion of married people in the county (67%), but by 2001
only Adur and Worthing have lower percentages (Crawley 44%,
Adur 43% and Worthing 40%).

Although the proportion of married adults has decreased
substantially over the last two decades, marriage still remains
the most common marital status, both in E&W and West Sussex
(Table 1). Marital status, however, varies considerably with age
as illustrated in Figure 2. While the majority of people aged
between 30 and 74 years are married in West Sussex, most of
those aged 75 years and over are widowed (48%), owing to the
higher death rates in this age group. This is significant in
explaining the high number of lone pensioner households in
many areas in West Sussex. The highest prevalence of separation
and divorce is seen in people aged between 30 and 59 years,
while the highest percentage of remarried people is found

amongst those aged between 45 and 74 years. The highest
percentage of single people is seen in those aged 16-29 years
(84%), falling in each age group to just 6% amongst those aged
60-74, with a slight increase seen in the 75 and above age group.

Prevalence of marriage is broadly similar between males and
females before the age of 60, after which a gender gap
appears, with marriage rates for men much higher than those
for women. At 60-74 years the difference in prevalence is 12%,
whereas by 75 years and over the gap is 32% with only 23% of
women married compared to 55% of men. The reason for this is
the high incidence of widowhood amongst older women, owing
to the higher life expectancy of females compared to males.
Women actually comprise 70% of widowed individuals in all age
groups. At age 75 years and over 26% of all men are widowed
compared to 60% of all women.

Marital Status and Household Composition in West Sussex Issue 7

1002xessuStseWrofdnaseitirohtualacol,sutatslatiramybrevodnasraey61degaelpoepfoegatnecrepdnarebmuN:1elbaT

rudA nurA retsehcihC yelwarC mahsroH
diM

xessuS
gnihtroW

tseW
xessuS

N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N %

deirraM 298,02 3.34 951,15 8.34 675,04 3.64 644,43 9.34 496,74 2.94 938,94 0.94 441,23 3.04 847,672 4.54

elgniS 068,11 6.42 675,62 8.22 881,12 2.42 863,32 8.92 059,22 7.32 003,52 9.42 295,12 1.72 438,251 1.52

/detarapeS
decroviD

875,5 6.11 710,31 2.11 586,8 9.9 297,8 2.11 153,9 7.9 977,9 6.9 826,9 1.21 738,46 6.01

dewodiW 371,5 7.01 487,31 8.11 408,8 1.01 668,5 5.7 835,7 8.7 131,8 0.8 340,9 3.11 043,85 6.9

deirrameR 987,4 9.9 071,21 4.01 492,8 5.9 550,6 7.7 953,9 7.9 776,8 5.8 683,7 3.9 447,65 3.9

latoT 292,84 001 607,611 001 745,78 001 725,87 001 298,69 001 627,101 001 397,97 001 305,906 001

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Figure 1:  Percentage of the total population 
aged 16 years and over who are married 

according to the 1981, 1991 and 2001 Censuses 
by local authority and for West Sussex

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 

Adur
Arun

Chichester

Craw
ley

Horsham

M
id Sussex

W
orthing

W
est Sussex

1981 1991 2001



Household composition
Cohabitation in the 2001 Census was only recorded for
households, i.e. number of households containing cohabiting
couples. Figure 3 shows a breakdown of household composition
in West Sussex. As in E&W, married couple households form the
largest group, comprising 37% of all households, closely
followed by one person households (30%). Cohabiting couple
households account for around 8% of all households, both in
West Sussex and E&W. As would be expected from the
relationship between age and single marital status there is a
strong age relationship with cohabitation; 18% of 16-29 year
olds in West Sussex cohabit, falling steadily with age to just 1%
of people aged 75 years and over. The percentage of lone
parent households is slightly lower in West Sussex than in E&W
(8% and 10 % respectively), although the proportion ranges
within the county from 6% in Horsham to 10% in Crawley.
‘Other’ households, which account for 17% of all households in
West Sussex, include those containing one family and other
individuals, households with more than one family with or
without other individuals and households containing
ungrouped individuals, such as people living with friends 
or siblings.

Dependent Children
The 2001 Census defined a dependent child as a person aged 
0-15 years in a household (whether or not in a family) or aged
16-18 years in full-time education and living in a family with his
or her parent(s). In West Sussex, dependent children comprise
some 158,935 or 40% of the resident population. Just over 70%
of these dependent children are part of a married couple family,
10% belong to a cohabiting couple family and 18% are in a
lone parent family (65%, 11% and 23% respectively in E&W).

The number of dependent children within a household varies by
household type. A larger proportion of lone parent households
have just one dependent child, 34%, compared with 17% for all
couple households in West Sussex. Overall, 29% of couple
households have two or more dependent children, although
married couples tend to have more children than cohabiting –
31% of married couple households have two or more
dependent children, while 18% of cohabiting couple
households do so.

In E&W as many as 18% of dependent children live in
households with no adults in employment. Although the figure
for each LA in West Sussex falls below this (Figure 4), peaking at
14% in Adur, each LA contains wards where the proportion of
dependent children living in households with no adults in
employment is significantly above that for E&W.
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Figure 2:  Marital status by age group for West Sussex
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Figure 3:  Household composition in West Sussex
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Figure 4:  Percentage of dependent children 
living in households with no adults in 

employment
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