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What does your setting/team do with parents already? We do this 
already 

This is 
developing 

We need to 
do more 

How do I know/demonstrate 
this? 

We know the make-up of our local community and families well (e.g. ethnicity, 
languages spoken, religion practised). 

    

We are approachable and welcoming to mothers, fathers and families.     

We have a clear ‘settling in’ strategy – when both children and parents are 
actively helped to settle in to the setting. 

    

Our physical space is designed to encourage parents to spend time in the 
centre. 

    

A member of staff leads on parental involvement in learning and actively 
works to promote it. 

    

All children have a key worker or person who gets to know families.     

Key workers know and use parents’ first names (with permission)     

Mornings and/or going-home times are structured to give extra time for 
parents to discuss their children when they arrive/leave. 

    

Key workers have the opportunity to visit children at home before entry.     

Key workers have the opportunity to visit children at home on other occasions 
throughout the year. 

    

Parents have open access to records of children’s learning.  They are parent 
friendly and easy to understand. 

    

All parents sometimes share their own observations of what children say and 
do at home. 

    

All parents regularly share their own observations of what children say and do 
at home. 
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Parents’ observations of children are used to plan future learning in the setting 
and at home. 

    

We discuss with parents the best ways of including and involving disabled 
children. 

    

Parents are given informal support for their children’s learning at home (e.g. 
occasional book borrowing) 

    

Parents are given more regular support for learning at home (e.g. 
activities/equipment regularly shared between home and setting) 

    

Resources are attractive and accessible to all parents and children, and reflect 
a wide range of families and experience. 

    

Parents are offered workshops/courses to help them support children’s 
learning. 

    

We monitor who borrows material, attends workshops, shares observations 
(e.g. we would know if a particular ethic group is not participating). 

    

We have strategies in place to try reaching parents who are not taking part in 
what is offered. 

    

We have good knowledge of where to find support for our parents locally (e.g. 
English as additional language classes, housing advice) 

    

Parents are involved in offering training and information to other parents 
about children’s learning. 

    

We have a clear ‘transition’ strategy – to support children and parents moving 
on to Reception.  

    

 


