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2.5. The Permit Scheme Objectives  

 

 

2.5.1. The strategic objective for the Permit Scheme is to provide a capability to manage and maintain the 

local highway network for the safe and efficient use of road space, whilst allowing Promoters access 

to maintain their services and assets.   

 

 

2.5.2. The principle of the Permit Scheme is to improve the planning, scheduling and management of 

activities so that they do not cause unnecessary traffic disruption to any road user.  It will help West 

Sussex County Council meet their network management duty under the TMA.  Co-ordination of 

activities through the Permit Scheme will enable differences between those competing for space or 

time in the street, including traffic, to be resolved in a positive and constructive way. 

 

 

2.5.3. The sub-objectives of the West Sussex Permit Scheme are:- 

 

 Proactively to manage the local highway network to maximise the safe and efficient use of 

road space. 

 

 To improve the quality and timeliness of information and compliance with highway 

legislation from all Activity Promoters. 

 

 To improve the information available to the public to help provide and inform reliable 

journey times. 

 

 To manage road works and street works to support public transport (including buses) 

reliability and punctuality. 

 

 To ensure the safety of those using the street and those working on activities that fall under 

the scheme, with particular emphasis on people with disabilities. 

 

 To protect the structure of the street and the integrity of the apparatus in it. 

 

 To ensure parity of treatment for all Activity Promoters particularly between Statutory 

Undertakers and Highway Authority Promoters works and activities.  
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2.6. Aligned Objectives  

 

2.6.1. The Permit Scheme objectives align with the strategies and priorities of West Sussex Transport Plan 

LPT3 2011-2026 which include: 

 

 promoting economic growth 

 

 tackling climate change 

 

 providing access to services, employment and housing 

 

 

2.7. Benefits 

 

2.7.1. The benefits to be derived from the operation of the Permit Scheme have been identified as:  

 

 

 Improvements to overall network management  

 Reduced congestion on the road network  

 Improved journey time reliability 

 A reduction in delays to the travelling public  

 A reduction in costs to businesses caused by delays  

 Promotion of sustainable communities and businesses  

 Promotion of a safer environment  

 Reduced carbon emissions  

 

2.7.2. Other impacts include more general quality of life factors related to the effect that activities have on 

the lives of local people.  

 

2.7.3. This could include the consideration of the environmental impact of activities, for example where 

works involve excavating activities under the canopy of a tree, emphasis will be applied to the 

Promoter to adhere to the appropriate Code of Practice requirements when excavating. 

 

2.7.4. Another example could be the minimising of any impact where permission for the storage of 

materials or plant is required, outside of the main activity.  The locations of these storage areas can 

create difficulties for traffic flows, businesses and deliveries.  

 

2.7.5. The Permit Scheme has been prepared to accommodate the undertaking of street and road works 

while delivering the statutory duties of all stakeholders.    

 

2.7.6. Works will always need to be carried out by Promoters, but people will be more understanding if 

they perceive that the activities are being authorised and monitored by the Permit Authority and 

Promoters in ways that minimise impact.  These quality of life factors are of particular relevance on 

the minor, more residential roads. 
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3. Permit Scheme Principles for Co-ordination 

 

3.1. Effective co-ordination and management by the Permit Authority is essential to ensure that traffic 

disruption is minimised whilst allowing Promoters the required time and space to complete their 

works. 

 

3.2. The Permit Scheme is not intended to prevent or delay activities necessary for the installation of 

new services, maintenance or improvement of the road network, or the services running underneath 

it. The Permit Scheme aims to achieve parity and balance between the interests of the various 

parties. 

 

3.3. Before any specified works are undertaken on a specified street the Promoter must obtain a permit 

from the Permit Authority, in accordance with the Permit Scheme (Please also refer to section 8 and 

9 in this document). 

 

3.4. All Promoter activities are treated in the same way with regard to co-ordination and the setting of 

conditions which will be aligned to the latest Condition Text requirements as defined by the 

Statutory Guidance for Highway Authority Permit Schemes, which may change from time to time. 

 

3.5. The Permit Scheme objective will be facilitated by improving performance in line with the 

Authority’s Network Management Duty in relation to the following key factors:  

 

3.6.  

 Enhanced co-ordination and co- operation  

 

 Encouragement of partnership working between the Permit Authority, all Activity 

Promoters and key stakeholder groups identified within this document  

 

 Provision of more accurate and timely information to be communicated between all 

stakeholders including members of the public  

 

 Promotion and encouragement of collaborative working  

 

 Improvement in timing and duration of activities, particularly in relation to the busiest 

streets within the network  

 

 Promotion of dialogue with regard to the way activities are to be carried out  

 

 Enhanced programming of activities and better forward planning by all Activity Promoters 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 


