
DITCH

ditches and 
watercourses  
ARE important
They help prevent flooding and  
improve habitats for wildlife.

Water needs to flow along  
ditches – not meet barriers,  
debris, silt, blocked  
culverts or buildings.

PROBLEM
THE

Help avoid flooding and care  
for the wildlife in your area!
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LOOK AFTERTHEM

For more information on ownership 
and maintaining watercourses:  
www.westsussex.gov.uk/
ditchtheproblem
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Look after them!
 Clear any blockages, silt and debris 

 Manage vegetation and trees in the channel

 Make sure the  
flow of water is  not obstructed

 

For more information on ownership 
and maintaining watercourses:  
www.westsussex.gov.uk/
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DITCH

Why are ditches 
and watercourses 
important?
They help prevent Flooding and  
improve habitats for wildlife 

Water needs to flow along ditches  
– not meet barriers, debris, silt,  
blocked culverts or buildings.

If there is a watercourse such as a  
ditch, stream or river on, under or  
next to your land, you are known as  
a riparian owner. As a riparian owner  
you are normally responsible for 
maintaining that watercourse.
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