
 

Comments from West Sussex County Council re: 

Woodlands Meed School, Burgess Hill 

Date Enquiry Response provided 

20/2/2018 A statement request 

was received from BBC 

Sussex. 

“In August 2016 we agreed with the school’s governing body to fund the replacement of three double classrooms 

and to create an additional hygiene room. In early 2017, governors requested this work was put on hold in order to 

create an initial fund which could be used to fund more extensive works. Since then, governors funded the 

provision of a temporary mobile hygiene room which is now on site and we are working with them to address the 

buildings issues raised by parents. 

 

“We all recognise the need to invest in Woodlands Meed to improve the education facilities for the benefit of 

students. Our current plans to create new hygiene facilities on site can be viewed on the Local Offer West Sussex 

website. We would encourage all parents to send in their feedback to the plans by 22nd February when the 

consultation closes. The final proposals will then be submitted to central Government.” 

 

Current plans and information about the Special Provision Capital Fund Plan can be seen via 

https://westsussex.local-offer.org/information_pages/430-special-provision-capital-fund-plan. 

 

OTHER BACKGROUND:  

 

Whilst I am working on a statement for you, it is worth noting that there are a few inaccuracies in the report from 

Burgess Hill Uncovered.  

 

It mentions WSCC voting against a petition. At a Full Council meeting on 24 March, a proposition was moved by Mr 

High and seconded by Mrs Jupp as set out below: 

‘This Council is fully committed to work with the governing body of Woodlands Meed Special School to deliver as 

soon as possible the improvements to the school.’ 

The proposition was carried.  



A second proposition was moved by Mr Petch and seconded by Dr Walsh as set out below: ‘The Council accepts the 

strong case made by the petitioners and calls on the Cabinet to work with the school to deliver a new school 

building now on the Newick House site as previously promised. This proposition was lost. 

Full details here: http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/ds/cttee/cc/cc160517i5.pdf  

 

It also mentions the Task and Finish Group being disbanded, this was as a result of the local elections and Purdah 

which also saw a change in Cabinet Member. 

 

And for background - the commitment to expand Woodlands Meed School arises from a report from the Office of 

the Schools Adjudicator in May 2010. That report clearly describes the proposal to expand the school 

accommodation for key stage 4 and 5 pupils and says that this is subject to funds becoming available. The report 

did not identify a particular area of the college campus for the expansion. 

9/1/2018 Under the Freedom of 

Information Act (FOI) 

a request was made 

for all reports 

internally and 

externally that have 

been produced 

regarding the glass 

panels and balustrade 

at Woodlands Meed 

School Site. 

 

Re: Request for information 

Our Ref: 2017-103  

I refer to your request dated 1st December 2017, which has been dealt with under the Freedom of Information Act 

2000. 

Your request was for: 

1. All reports internally and externally that have been produced 

regarding the glass panels and balustrade at Woodlands Meed 

School Site. 

 

2. Internal memos and communications between WSCC, Orbis Law 

and other parties regarding this subject. 

 

3. The documented full history that has prevented Richard Pearce or  

any other WSCC officer providing this information. 

 

4. Any correspondence with Deborah Myers, Diane Henshaw or 

members of their teams regarding this matter. 

 

We have now completed a search for the information which you requested and I confirm the Authority holds 



information relevant to the request.  

 

Please see answers below corresponding with the numbers on your request. 

 

1. Please see the accompanying reports dated 19th July 2012 and August 2017.  

 

As a result of receiving the Gyoury Self Consulting Engineers Report, the County Council’s Legal Team sought 

further clarification from the consultants (see email dated 1st December 2017) and this has resulted in the Capital 

Planning Team requesting a design specification solution to address the comments made in their conclusion for the 

glass balustrades at Woodlands Meed School. A Project Manager will be appointed from the Capital Planning & 

Projects Team to manage the work needed to secure an acceptable outcome and they will make contact with the 

School to keep them advised of the progress. If the school have any concerns about contact from WSCC on this 

matter they are advised to speak with John O’Brennan, Acting Capital Programme Manager on 0330 222 3052. 

 

2. Please see the accompanying emails dated 16/11/2016, 02/10/2017, 01/12/2017 and the letter received by 

Patricia Flint, Project Manager, WSCC from Bailey Fabrications Ltd. 

 

3. Following a search of our records, I have found no documented history that would have prevented Richard 

Pearce or any other WSCC officer providing this information. The Authority does not hold any information which 

falls within the description of this part of your request. 

 

4. The Authority declines to disclose the information requested and has applied the exemption in section 42 of the 

FOIA which relates to legal professional privilege (LPP).  

 

The principal of LPP relates to a client’s ability to speak freely and frankly with his or her legal adviser in order to 

obtain appropriate legal advice and is a fundamental requirement of the English legal system. The concept of LPP 

protects the confidentiality of communications between a lawyer and client.  

 

I am satisfied that the Authority has not waived its legal professional privilege. 

 

I have had regard to the public interest test and take into account that there is an assumption in favour of 

disclosure and the rationale behind that assumption relates to accountability, transparency, furthering public 



debate.  

 

However I am satisfied that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in 

disclosure on the basis that the concept of legal professional privilege and the purpose behind the concept is to 

ensure frankness between lawyer and client which goes to serve the wider administration of justice. Legal 

professional privilege is a fundamental principal of the English legal system. 

 

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. You are 

free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of 

news reporting. Any other reuse, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the 

copyright holder. Most documents supplied by us will be copyright of West Sussex County Council.  

 

Information you receive which is not subject to WSCC continues to be protected by the copyright of the person, or 

organisation, from which the information originated. You must ensure that you gain their permission before 

reproducing any third party (non WSCC) information.  

 

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me. Please remember to quote the reference number 

above in any future communications. 

 

If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled, you may wish to ask for a review of our decision 

via FOI@westsussex.gov.uk.  

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted our internal 

review procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:  

 

The Information Commissioner's Office,  

Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Graham Jessop, Land and Property Information Officer 



16/3/2017 A request was made 

asking WSCC if we 

would comment on 

concerns around the 

commitment to 

completing Woodlands 

Meed School. 

 

 

A West Sussex County Council spokesperson said: “Our priority is for all students to have a high quality education 

in an appropriate learning environment. 

The council remains committed to working closely with Woodlands Meed parents, governors and school on agreeing 

way forward.  

The buildings issue at Woodlands Meed is a very high priority for us and we are fully committed to securing a 

solution.  

We continue to make every effort to work in partnership with representatives of Woodlands Meed governors and 

parents and so are extremely disappointed with the recent press release which we feel is not a true reflection of 

the current situation.  

At the beginning of this year we formed a council member’s task group with them to work together on finding a 

suitable solution to the building issues for the benefit of all the students educated at Woodlands Meed.  

It was agreed the most realistic option was to upgrade the Newick House site and an outline programme of work 

was agreed.  

Until very recently governors have insisted that the only permanent solution would see all the children and young 

people educated on a single site. The Council thinks this is not practicable. Following discussions with the school we 

believe that the governors now accept that a two site solution offers more potential to create a great learning 

environment for pupils. We are awaiting confirmation of this point.” 

In August 2016 we identified £1.5million for works including the replacement of three double classrooms and the 

creation of new hygiene facilities at Newick House and hoped to have this completed by September 2017. At the 

request of governors this work has not progressed as there was a desire that this funding should be ‘piggy banked’ 

in order to create a pot of money that could be used to fund additional works.  

“We all recognise the need to invest in Woodlands Meed but we have to be realistic and to balance that with the 

provision of education and other frontline council services that all our West Sussex residents, young and old, rely 

upon.” 

15/3/2017 In response to a 

statement from 

Woodlands Meed 

School there was a 

request asking if 

WSCC wanted to 

comment on any of 

A West Sussex County Council spokesperson said: “Our priority is for all students to have a high quality education 

in an appropriate learning environment. 

“The council remains committed to working closely with Woodlands Meed parents, governors and school on 

agreeing way forward.  

“The buildings issue at Woodlands Meed is a very high priority for us and we are fully committed to securing a 

solution.  

“We continue to make every effort to work in partnership with representatives of Woodlands Meed governors and 



the points raised. 

 

parents and so are extremely disappointed with the recent press release which we feel is not a true reflection of 

the current situation.  

“At the beginning of this year we formed a council member’s task group with them to work together on finding a 

suitable solution to the building issues for the benefit of all the students educated at Woodlands Meed.  

“It was agreed the most realistic option was to upgrade the Newick House site and an outline programme of work 

was agreed.  

“Until very recently governors have insisted that the only permanent solution would see all the children and young 

people educated on a single site. The Council thinks this is not practicable. Following discussions with the school we 

believe that the governors now accept that a two site solution offers more potential to create a great learning 

environment for pupils. We are awaiting confirmation of this point. 

“In August 2016 we identified £1.5million for works including the replacement of three double classrooms and the 

creation of new hygiene facilities at Newick House and hoped to have this completed by September 2017. At the 

request of governors this work has not progressed as there was a desire that this funding should be ‘piggy banked’ 

in order to create a pot of money that could be used to fund additional works.  

“We all recognise the need to invest in Woodlands Meed but we have to be realistic and to balance that with the 

provision of education and other frontline council services that all our West Sussex residents, young and old, rely 

upon.” 

6/12/2016 A request was made 

asking for a response 

to the following 

questions: 

1. Exactly what 

funding bids have 

been made on behalf 

of Woodlands Meed 

School. 

2. When they were 

made 

3. How much was 

applied for  

4. The grounds on 

I refer to your request, which was received on 10th November 2016 and which has been dealt with under the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

 

Your request was for details of the funding bids for which WSCC applied on behalf of Woodlands Meed School. 

Please see below, our response to your request. 

 

1. What funding bids have been made on behalf of Woodlands Meed School. 

 

WSCC made a bid to the DfE in July 2014 for the Priority Schools Building Programme 2 for the whole rebuild of 

Oakmeeds School with the exception of the Sports Hall. Regrettably, the DfE gave no detail on why the bid was 

unsuccessful, but if it had been approved by the DfE, the replacement of T-Block on the Oakmeeds campus would 

have created the opportunity for the expansion of Woodlands Meed School. The replacement of the T-Block would 

create space for the development of Woodlands Meed School using additional land. 

 



which they were 

turned down. 

 

 

On 9th March 2016, WSCC officers met with DfE officials and other local authority representatives to discuss the 

Department’s proposals for a £200m capital fund for Special Education Needs, this included Woodlands Meed 

School. However since this meeting the latest information from the DfE suggests there will not now be an 

opportunity to bid for capital funding but the funds may now be allocated on a formulaic basis. In 2014, there was 

also an opportunity to bid for Targeted Basic Need funding for increasing places at mainstream and special schools 

and whilst WSCC was successful in this regard for a number of special schools across West Sussex there was not 

an opportunity to use the bids for special school developments such as Woodlands Meed School as the funding was 

restricted to projects that would add additional pupil places rather than improve facilities. 

 

2. When they were made 

 

See above. 

 

3. How much was applied for  

 

No specific amounts were requested.  

 

4. The grounds on which they were turned down. 

 

See above. 

 

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. You are 

free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of 

news reporting. Any other reuse, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the 

copyright holder. Most documents supplied by us will be copyright of West Sussex County Council.  

 

Information you receive which is not subject to WSCC continues to be protected by the copyright of the person, or 

organisation, from which the information originated. You must ensure that you gain their permission before 

reproducing any third party (non WSCC) information.  

 

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me. Please remember to quote the reference number 

above in any future communications. 



 

If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled, you may wish to ask for a review of our decision 

via the ‘FOI inbox’.  

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted our internal 

review procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:  

 

The Information Commissioner's Office,  

Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF. 

 


