
 
PRE INQUEST HEARING IN RESPECT 

TOUCHING UPON THE DEATHS OF THOSE WHO DIED AT THE SHOREHAM 
AIRSHOW ON 22ND AUGUST 2015 

 
Maurice Abrahams 

Dylan Archer 
Anthony Brightwell 
Matthew Grimstone 

Matthew Jones 
James Graham Mallinson 

Daniele Polito 
Mark Reeves 
Jacob Schilt 

Richard Smith 
Mark Trussler 

 
HEARD ON 20th JUNE AT 10:30  

AT CENTENUARY HOUSE, WOODFIELD ROAD, CRAWLEY 
 

AMENDED ACTIONS AND OUTCOMES  
 

1. Update on ongoing Investigations 
(i) Police 
(ii) CPS 

Senior Investigating Officer (SIO), Detective Superintendent Adam 
Hibbert, provided details on the progress of the Police Investigation. 
Attached is the written report that was read. 

The Senior Coroner indicated that there had been a request from the CPS 
for the Inquest to be suspended pending their review of the Police file.  
The Senior Coroner had agreed to this but indicated that she would not be 
leaving the date open ended and she would still be setting a provisional 
PIR date and possible Inquest dates. 

2. Initial consideration of the Scope of the Inquest 

It was agreed that the issue of the scope of the Inquest and whether or 
not this was an Article 2 Inquest and could be addressed at the next PIR 
once the issue of funding for the families had been finalised. 

The Senior Coroner indicated that she would be looking for initial 
submissions in November 2017.  The Coroner however did accept that 
these would be preliminary submissions as final submissions could not be  



 
 

made until there had been full disclosure of the papers.  However 
addressing this matter at an early stage would assist in determining the 
length of the final Inquest. 

3. The provision of disclosure and timescales 
 
The Senior Coroner was aware that the disclosure in this case would be 
considerable. She therefore requested that all IPs consider and then 
advise her of their preferred format of disclosure and whether they could 
propose any helpful options. Sussex Police agreed that they would 
circulate their proposals for an electronic system for disclosure. The CAA 
raised the prospect of the Coroner considering using the same electronic 
disclosure system that has been used in other large Inquests. 
  
Timescales for disclosure are to be confirmed. 
 

4. Consideration of provisional Inquest Dates (held with a Jury) and 
any further Pre Inquest Review Hearings. 
(i) Projected dates  
 
The Senior Coroner requested that written updates be provided to her by 
the Sussex Police on 30th September 2017 and 30th November 2017.  
These updates will be circulated to all Properly Interested Persons. 
 
A further Pre Inquest Review has been scheduled for 24th January 2018. 
 
The proposed dates for the Inquest are to be from 10th September 2018 
for eight to ten weeks.  
 

5. Any Other Business 
 
The Senior Coroner confirmed that a daily transcript of the Inquest 
hearing will be made available on a dedicated website provided by WSCC.  
 
Those representing the families had concerns about the size of the current 
Court Venue.  The Senior Coroner said she would consider other 
suggested alternative venues but was keen to keep the hearing in West 
Sussex. 
 

Penelope Schofield  
30th June 2017 


